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Week Ending Friday, October 20, 2000 


Telephone Remarks to a Dinner for 
Congressional Candidate Mike Ross 
October 13, 2000 


The President. Well, let me, first of all, 
thank John and Penny for hosting this. And 
I want to thank Marion Berry and Vic Snyder 
for being there for you. They can speak more 
eloque sntly than I can about how important 
it is for Arkansas that you be elected and 
how wonderful it would be if they had a gen- 
uine partner that was always working for Ar- 
kansas and not just at election time. 

I have to tell you, Mike, I noticed the other 
day that the Re publicans put in a little money 
for a bridge down in southeast Arkansas, and 
I think the voters—they ought to give you 
credit for it. [Laughter] 1 was trying to get 
them to give me the money for the bridge, 
and until you got to where you could beat 
Jay Dickey, they never thought about spring- 
ing for it. So I think that ought to be called 
the Ross Bridge, if we ever get it built. 
[Laughter] 

Let me say just one thing very seriously. 
This is a very different country than it was 
8 years ago, and Arkansas is in a lot better 
shape than it was 8 years ago. The economy 
is better. The crime rate is down. The welfare 
rolls are lower. More children have health 
insurance. We're giving more constructive 
aid to our schools. 

And every single policy that was imple- 
mented—most importantly, going from a 
$290 billion deficit to a $230 billion surplus 
and turning this economy around—was im- 
plemented because I had the support of 
Democrats in the Congress. And the Repub- 
licans basically fought our economic policy. 
They fought our welfare policv. They fought 
our crime policy. They fought our education 
policy. They fought our environmental pol- 
icy. They fought all of our economic policies. 

They did give us a farm bill that Marion 
Berry and I told them wouldn’t work back 

1 95, and sure enough, we were right. It 


wouldn't work. And now, basically, the peo- 
ple of south Arkansas have to decide whether 
they're going to keep this country moving in 
a good direction or vote for someone who 
comes home every weekend but then goes 
back to Washington and votes against them. 
And I'll just use one example. 

These ads that the so-called Citizens for 
Better Medicare are running against Mike 
Ross, because he’s a pharmacist who believes 
that all of our seniors ought to be able buy 
prescription drugs, are scandalous. And 
they're typical of what the Republicans all 
over America are trying to do. They come 
home every weekend and tell the folks they 
love them. Then they go back to Washington 
and they vote for the vested interest. Then 
they got those interest groups to give them 
money to run bogus ads to confuse the voters 
back home. That’s basically what is going on 
here. 

And I just know that if Mike Ross gets 
enough financial support to be able to com- 
pete with this avalanche of special interest 
money that’s being spent against him, the 
voters in south Arkansas will vote for him, 
because he’ll work just as hard as Mr. Dickey 
at coming home on the weekends and keep- 
ing up with his constituents. Then he'll go 
back to Washington and actually vote for 
them, for a Medicare prescription drug pro- 
gram, for a Patients’ Bill of Rights, for paying 
off the debt instead of having a tax cut so 
big we'll be in debt from now on—these are 
re sally, really important issues—and for help- 
ing our schools. 

You know, I really believe that Mike can 
win this race, and I believe he will win this 
race, as long as the people who are rewarding 
his opponent for voting with them instead 
of the people of south Arkansas can’t run 
enough ads to turn this election into a smoke- 
screen. So I am profoundly grateful to all of 
you for helping him. He’s a fine man. I have 
known him for nearly 20 years. He was a 
teenager when he started working for me. 
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[Laughter] 
ington, 


And when I’m gone from Wash- 
he'll be a Congressman, thanks to 
Thank you very, very much. 

Mike, let me just say one other thing. | 

just wanted to Say, ON a very serious note 
and kind of a non-political note, as you know, 
I badly wanted to be there tonight. I have 
been working for the last 8 days, trying to 
restore calm in the Middle East. And I’ve 
been on the phone all day today and have 
some more work to do late tonight, and I’m 
terribly sorry I could not be there. But after 
the loss of our sailors in Yemen yesterday 
and the continued violence in the Middle 
East, I just thought I had to stay here and 
work. We may get a breakthrough sometime 
in the next several hours. We’re working 
hard, trying to turn this thing around. I hope 
you'll all say a prayer for us tonight, and I 
hope you'll forgive me for not being there. 
But just know that it has nothing to do with 
my profound desire to see you elected. 

State Senator Mike Ross. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Thank you, very much. We’re 
going to win this thing. We're going to win 
it for you. We’re going to win it for the 
Democratic Party. 

The President. 
you, Vic. 


you 


Thank you. And thank 
Thank you, Marion, and thanks, 
John and Penny. Goodbye, folks. Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:12 p.m. from the 
Residence at the White House to the dinner at 
a private residence in Little Rock, AR. In his re- 
marks, he referred to dinner hosts John and Penny 
Burkhalter. Mike Ross is a candidate for Arkansas’ 
Fourth Congressional District. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. This item was not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue 


Remarks on the Situation in the 
Middle East 
October 14, 2000 


As you know, we have 
been working for more than a week now to 
try to pe weuade the parties in the Middle East 
to find a way out of the recent cycle of vio- 
lence, find a way back to ne gotiations. I'm 
very pleased that Prime Minister Barak and 
Chairman Arafat have acce pted President 
Mubarak’s invitation to attend a summit at 


Good morning. 
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Sharm al-Sheikh. The summit will convene 
this Monday, and in the meantime, we expect 
that both parties will do all in their power 
to cease hostilities and halt the violence. 

Our central objectives must now be to stop 
the violence, to restore calm and safety, to 
agree on a factfinding mechanism concerning 
how this began and how it can be prev ented 
from occurring again, and to find a way back 
to dialog and negotiations. 

Now, we should be under no illusions. The 
good news is, the parties have agreed to 
meet, and the situation appears to be calmer. 
But the path ahead is difficult. After the ter- 
rible events of the past few days, the situation 
is still quite tense. But President Mubarak 
and I are convinced that we must make every 
effort to break the cycle of violence. 

Now, as all of you know, I have to go to 
Denver. I’m running a little late. But the 
truth is, we’re in that period of time where, 
I believe, leading up to the summit, the less 
those of us say who are going to be there, 
the better. And so at least for the moment, 
I want to let my statement stand for itself. 
But I assure you I will continue to do every- 
thing I can to minimize the violence and to 
do “ the preparation necessary to maximize 
the chances of a successful meeting. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:38 a.m. in the 
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min- 
ister Ehud Barak of Israel; Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; and President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt. 


The President’s Radio Address 
October 14, 2000 


Good morning. This week an apparent ter- 
rorist attack claimed the lives of brave Amer- 


ican sailors off the coast of Yemen, and new 
violence erupted between Israelis and Pal- 
estinians in the Middle East. 

Our sailors aboard the U.S.S. Cole were 
simply doing their duty, but a dangerous 
duty, standing guard for peace. Yesterday | 
spoke to the Captain of the Cole, Com- 
mander Kirk Lippold. On behalf of all Amer- 
icans, I expressed our deepest sympathies 
and commended him and his crew for the 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Oct. 14 


great job they're doing at this very difficult 
time. 

To our sailors’ families, let me say we hold 
you in our prayers. We will never know your 
loved ones as you did or remember them as 
you will, but we join you in grief. For your 
loss is America’s loss, and we bow our heads 
to God in gratitude for the lives and service 
of your loved ones. 

In their honor, I have ordered that flags 
be flown at halfstaff in the United States, our 
territories, our Embassies, military bases, and 
naval vessels until sunset on Monday. As we 
see the flag this weekend, we should think 
of the families and the sacrifice they have 
made for America. 

This tragic loss should remind us all that 
even when America is not at war, the men 
and women of our military risk their lives 
every day in places where comforts are few 
and dangers are many. No one should think 
for a moment that the strength of our military 
is less important in times of peace, because 
the strength of our military is a major reason 
we are at peace. History will record our tri- 
umphs on the battlefield, but no one can ever 
write a full account of the wars never fought, 
the losses never suffered, the tears never 
shed because the men and women of our 
military were risking their lives for peace. We 
should never, ever forget that. 

Our military power is not all people see 
when ships of the United States enter a for- 
eign port. When U.S. sailors head down the 
brow of the ship or our troops set foot on 
foreign soil, our hosts see in the uniform of 
the United States men and women of every 
race, creed, and color who trace their ances- 
try to every region on Earth, yet are bound 
together by a common commitment to free- 
dom and a common pride in being Ameri- 
cans. 

That image of unity amidst diversity must 
confound the minds of the hate-filled cow- 
ards who killed our sailors. They can take 
innocent life. They can cause tears and an- 
guish, but they can never heal or build har- 
mony or bring people together. That is work 
only free, law "hiding people can do. 

And that is why we will do whatever it 
takes, for as long as it takes, to find those 
who killed our sailors and hold them account- 
able, and why we will never let the enemies 
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of freedom and peace stop America from 
seeking peace, fighting terrorism, and pro- 
moting freedom. For only by defending our 
people. our interests, and our values will we 
redeem the lives of our sailors and ruin the 
schemes of their killers. 

That includes, of course, our efforts to pro- 
mote peace in the Middle East. The conflict 
between Israelis and Palestinians is one of 
the greatest tragedies of our time and one 
of the very hardest problems to solve. Every 
step forward has been marked with pain. 
Each time the forces of reconciliation have 
reached out, the forces of destruction have 
lashed out. The violence we’ve seen there 
demonstrates beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that the alternative to peace is unacceptable, 
and that no one will gain from an endless 
contest of inflicting and absorbing pain. 

Ending the violence and getting people of 
the Middle East back to dialog will be hard 
after what has happened. But no matter how 
difficult that task may be, no matter how ter- 
rible the images of this week’s violence, the 
effort must continue with America’s strong 
support. We must do so because we have 
a profound national interest in peace in the 
Middle East and a very special bond to the 
State of Israel. As in all the world’s troubled 
places, our efforts do not guarantee success. 
But not to try is to guarantee failure. 

So today I ask your prayers for our men 
and women in uniform, for the families of 
our fallen sailors, and for all those here and 
everywhere who hope and work for a world 
at peace. 

Thanks for listening. 


NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:25 p.m. on 
October 13 in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 14. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 13 but was em- 
bargoed for release until the broadcast. 


Remarks on the Job Access Initiative 
in Denver, Colorado 
October 14, 2000 


Well, come in a little closer there. Carmen, 
stand up here. I want you in this picture. 
[Laughter] Let me, first of all, thank Carmen 
Carrillo for welcoming us here today. I just 
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had a wonderful time upstairs. | went up and 
talked to all the staff that were up there and 
met with a lot of the young people who were 
there who are working on trying to educate 
kids, give young adults the training they 
need, help young people avoid teen preg- 
nancy and HIV infection. I thought the *y were 
terrific. 

[ just wanted to say, I wanted to come here 
today, in part, because of what you're doing 
here. And those of you who are here, trying 
to improve your lives represents eve rything 
I've tried to do as President. I’m ve ry proua 
of you, and I love this place. 

I want to thank the Secret ary of Transpor- 
tation, Rodney Slater, who is, like me, from 
Arkansas. We've worked together for almost 
20 years now. He was underage when I first 
enlisted his services. [Laughter] And it will 
be apparent in a moment why I asked him 
to come today and join us. 

And I want to thank Mayor and Mrs. Webb 
for their leadership. And thank you, Wilma, 
for your service in the administration. Den- 


ver has prospered under your leade ership, 
done well, and you've been a great partner 


for the Clinton-Gore administration. We've 
done a lot of things in Denver. We even 
brought the leaders of the eight big industrial 
nations here to a conference about 5 years 
ago. My friendship with you and the work 
that we've done with this city have meant 
a great deal to me, and I thank you so much. 
Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 

This is the first chance I've had in a couple 
days to make a public statement, and I think 
it’s appropriate, in a way, that I make a few 
remarks about—before I get into what | 
came to talk about today—about the troubles 
in the Middle East and the terrorist attack, 
which resulted in the loss of many of our 
sailors. I’m sure you've been following it. 

Some of those sailors are being brought 
home today, and they'll be brought home 
over the next several days, both the wounded 
and those who were killed, and we'll have 
a memorial service for them on Wednesday. 
But what I'd like to say to you—I don’t know 
if in the local press there have been any pro- 
files of them. But a lot of those people who 
were killed came out of neighborhoods like 
this, several Latinos, one young African- 
American girl, only 19 years old, just com- 
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pleted her Navy training. Most of them were 
trying to do with their lives what you're trying 
to do with your lives, and they wanted to 
do it by serving their country in the United 
States Navy. And they were not over there 
on any hostile mission. T hey were simply pa- 
trolling and kee ping the peace and stability 
of the region. So I hope you'll say a prayer 
for them and their families tonight. This is 
a difficult time for them. 

It’s also very troubling i in the region. There 
was all the troubles you’ve seen between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians, who were so 
close to a peace agreement. There was a hi- 
jacking today in the Middle East. We have 
no idea whether it’s related to any of this 
or not, and we may not know for a while. 
But I'm going to leave—I’m going to the 
West Coast from here, then I’m going to red- 
eye back to Washington and fly over there, 
to Egypt, tomorrow in an attempt to try to 
help put things back together. So I hope we'll 
have your prayers on that, too. 

But I ask today you specifically, think 
about those families that lost their loved 
ones, because most of those folks were just 
trying to do what you're trying to do and 
serve their country. They were wonderful 
peopie, very young, so their families need all 
the support of the all the American people. 

Now, let me talk about what I think is the 
good news of what you’re doing and what 
I think we should be doing to help. In 1992, 
when I ran for President, I went to the Amer- 
ican people with a very simple but, I think, 
profoundly important vision. I said that | 
thought every person willing to be a respon- 
sible citizen should have an opportunity to 
share in the American dream and that I 
thought to achieve that, we had to be a 
stronger community; we had to understand 
that we were going forward together and that 
nobody should be left out or left behind. 

Well, it turns out most Americans agreed 
with that, and together the country has made 
great strides. You all know we've had the 
longest economic expansion in the history of 
the United States. We have the lowest unem- 
ployment rate in 30 years. When I became 
President, unemployment in Colorado was 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Oct. 14 


6.1 percent. It’s 2.7 percent now. U nemploy- 
ment among African-Americans and His- 
panics is the lowest ever measured. And to- 
gether we've had over 22 million new jobs, 
almost 600,000 right here in Colorado. 

But we're also not just better off. I think 
we're a better nation because poverty is 
down, crime is down, teen pregnancy is 
down. Last year we even had a reduction in 
the number of people without health insur- 
ance, for the first time in a dozen years, 
thanks to the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. And homeownership, test scores, 
high school graduation rates, and the college- 
going rate, all tliose are up. 

So to paraphrase what Al Gore used to say 
in 1992, when everything should be up, was 
down; everything that should be down, was 
up. Now the things that should be up are 
up, and the things that should be down are 
down, and we can be grateful for that. 

One of the most important things that 
would have been almost unthinkable 8 years 
ago is that the welfare rolls have been cut 
by more than half nationwide. Millions of 
parents have joined the work force. Now, 
how did this happen? Well, first, the strong 
economy helps, because more workers were 
needed. 

Secondly, we changed the rules so that all 
able-bodied people who can work, have to 
work. But we obligated the Federal Govern- 
ment to enable them to succeed as parents, 
as well as workers, by investing more in train- 
ing, more in child care and maintaining the 
guarantee of food and medical care for chil- 
dren. And it’s working. 

But after all that, it also became necessary 
to have a system. That’s what you have here, 
in Mi Casa. It’s this fabulous system. You 
don’t just deal with one part of a person’s 
problem. People come here, families can 
come here and be dealt with. And if there 
weren't a place like this, even with a strong 
economy, even with a better welfare reform 
law, what we’ve tried to do would not have 
been nearly as successful. 

So all these innovative welfare to work 
partnerships between the Federal Govern- 
ment and States and local governments are 
important. And also in the private sector— 
we have 12,000 private companies who've 
joined our welfare to work partnership and 
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committed to hire people from the welfare 
rolls. And they have—these 12,000 compa- 
nies, themselves, some of them are as small 
as 40 and 50 employees; some of them have 
tens of thousands, but they have hired hun- 
dreds of thousands of people from the wel- 
fare rolls. Right now, I can tell you, the reten- 
tion rates are better than other first hires in 
all those companies. And they’re doing very, 
very well. 

Denver has been a real leader here, thanks 
to Mayor Webb and people like Carmen. You 
offer education, employment, child care serv- 
ices in one place; train potential workers in 
places like Mi Casa, support employers who 
train new workers for themselves. So the 
Federal Government—where are you— 
(laughter|—I asked Carmen on the way 
down here, I said, where do you get the 
money to run this place? And she said, “Well, 
we get some money from the Department 
of Leber. We get money from the welfare 
to work partnership.” 

But the point is, you've got to have some 
place where the people can come and get 
what they really need. And the places that 
are doing best are places that have really put 
things together. In Denver there’s also an ef- 
fort to help fathers get jobs and pay child 
support and stay involved with their chil- 
dren’s lives. 

So here’s the point I want to make, and 
here’s why I’m here. While the welfare rolls 
have dropped by more than 50 percent na- 
tionwide, which is huge, in Denver the wel- 
fare rolls have dropped 90 percent—90 per- 
cent. Now, once that happens, you've got to 
focus on making sure the people who get off 
welfare stay off and that hard-working fami- 
lies succeed. And that’s what is happening 
here now. 

But I came here today to talk about what 
more we can do to help more people get 
off welfare and stay off, and also to highlight 
the importance of places like Mi Casa and 
how we need it everywhere in America, be- 
cause we can drive these rolls down even 
more if we have the kind of operations you 
have here in Denver. And that’s where— 
there are some more things we need to do, 
too, and that’s where Secretary Slater and 
I come in. 
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One of the most important things in help- 
ing Americans move from welfare to work 
is making sure they can get from where they 
live to where the job is. And this is still a 
huge problem nationwide. Listen to this. 
Two-thirds of all the new jobs in America 
are being created in the suburbs, but three- 
quarters of the Americans who are still on 
public assistance live in inner cities or small, 
rural towns. So you've got the jobs here in 
the suburbs, and the people in the inner cit- 
ies or out here in the country somewhere. 
And our public transportation networks sim- 
ply have not kept up with the changing pat- 
terns and the disconnect between living and 
working : 

Now, we can help some people move 
where the jobs are. Under the leadership of 
our HUD Secretary, Andrew Cuomo, we 


have been able to get a bipartisan majority 
in Congress to go along with giving a lot of 
people who are eligible for public housing, 
housing vouchers so they can go find what- 
ever is available, because, as all of you know, 


with the growth of the economy there is a 
real housing shortage in America, and there 
is a huge public housing shortage. So the 
housing vouchers have made a difference. I 
think we have an agreement with the Con- 
gress this year—I haven't signed the law yet, 
but I'm pretty sure we got the deal done last 
week to increase the number of housing 
vouchers next year so we can keep doing this. 

But no matter how much we do that, there 
will still be large numbers of people who live 
someplace different from where the jobs are, 
who want to go to work, can go to work, and 
are capable of doing whatever it takes to be 
a qualified employee. 

So we can’t continue with a system where 
people have to take three or four buses to 
get to work or they can’t get to work at all 
on public transport, so they've got to get a 
friend or a family member to give them a 
ride to work every day. And a lot of you are 
nodding your heads. You know, what do you 
do if the friend or family members gets sick? 
What do you do if their kids get sick? What 
do you do if your kid is sick? There are a 
lot of problems with this sort of ad hoc syS- 
tem. 

And we do have a lot of people, literally, 
who still can’t get a job because they can’t 
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get to the job. That is inconsistent with our 
goal of opportunity for every responsible cit- 
izen. It’s inconsistent with our responsibil- 
ities as a national community to help each 
other go forward together. And it’s incon- 
sistent with helping people get off and stay 
off welfare. 

So from the beginning, in our administra- 
tion, the Vice President and I have worked 
with Congress to try to build transportation 
links to where the jobs are. Three years ago, 
we proposed something called the job access 
initiative, and we worked with Congress and 
got a lot of support for it. It basically gives 
grants to communities to figure out what the 
solution is in their community, because it’s 
different from place to place. Last year we 
funded over $71 million worth of grants for 
42 States, and transit authorities have used 
this money to add new routes, to extend the 
hours of existing routes, which is a big prob- 
lem in some places, and also to create van- 
pools when there is no practical public transit 
option. 

They have brought work to the doorsteps 
already with this job access initiative, to the 
doorsteps of 13,500 employers, which has en- 
abled hundreds of thousands of people to 
find new ways to get to work, take their kids 
to school, and expand their own horizons 
through training and education. 

Last year those grants went to six Colorado 
communities, almost three-quarters of a mil- 
lion dollars to help them } re and build 
transportation links that connect workers to 
jobs. Today I’m here to announce that this 
year, we're going to have $73 million in 
grants to 39 States and the District of Colum- 
bia. There will be three in Colorado, and one 
I hope will particularly benefit those of you 
who are here at Mi Casa: $700,000 to extend 
bus routes in Denver to help = travel 
to jobs at suburban business parks in the 
Denver tech center. 

Now, upstairs, one of the women asked 
me upstairs—she said, “You need to do more 
to get women training and access to nontradi- 
tional jobs, jobs that women don’t normally 
hold.” And we talked about some of the 
things that we’ve been doing with the unions 
to train more women to do construction-re- 
lated jobs—like you, right? [Laughter] Is that 
how you hurt your arm? 
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And we talked about the work we're trying 
to do in Silicon Valley and other places to 
try to train more women to go to work in 
high-tech industries where there is a huge 
gender gap in employment participation. 
And we talked about really nontraditional 
things like the massive shortage we've got in 
America for licensed truck drivers now—a 
huge, huge shortage all over America. 

Now, it’s tough that you've got young kids, 
because you've got to be gone for big chunks 
of time, so it’s not a practical alternative to 
some. But for some people, it is an alter- 
native. They've got family circumstances, or 
others they can do. 

Our focus here today is to try to do what 
we can do to help communities like Denver 
succeed even more and also to try to get 
other communities to develop the models 
that you have that has worked so well. You 
simply can’t go to work if you can’t get to 
ak and now more and more people will 
be able to find work, get there, and either 
move off of welfare or stay off welfare. 

Now, let me also say that we're entering 
the final weeks of the congressional session. 
We are already well past the end of the budg- 
et year, which ended on September 30th. 
And the Congress all wants to come home 
and campaign, but they have to finish their 
business first. 

And a lot of the business I think they ought 
to finish relates to the needs of the people 
who have come through the doors at Mi 
Casa. Congress should raise the minimum 
wage, again. I have asked them to raise it 
by a dollar an hour over the next 2 years. 
That would have helped 10 million hard- 
working American families. I’ve also asked 
them to provide more tax relief for working 
people to increase the child care tax credit 
and make it refundable, to help give families 
a long-term care tax credit because a lot of 
people are caring for elderly or disabled fam- 
ily members, and they can’t afford to go to 
nursing homes, or they don’t want them to, 
but they need some help at home—to give 
a tax deduction for the cost of college tuition, 
and to help people even with very modest 
incomes save for their own retirement. 

So there are very important things that can 
be done. I think the earned-income tax cred- 
it, for which most of you with children are 
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eligible, which has lifted over 2 million peo- 
ple out of poverty just in the last few years 
alone, should be expanded again, particularly 
for people with three or more kids. The way 
the earned income tax credit w orks, you max 
out if you have a certain number of children. 
But a lot of people have four kids or five 
kids, that are tying to work, and I believe 
they should be able to get more relief. So 
that’s all very important, and I hope that will 
pass. 

Something else that I think would be really 
helpful is that our budget has proposals to 
promote responsible fatherhood and to in- 
crease child support paid directly to families. 
Now, if the States collect your child support, 
they can withhold a portion of it because of 
the cost of collecting it. But if the child sup- 
port check is meager, you may not wind up 
much ahead, even if the father is paying the 
child support. So we propose to change that. 
I think there is very broad support for this, 
and I hope and believe it will pass before 
the Congress goes home. 

We also have proposals that would help 
families save and expand access to child care 
and housing and health care. So I hope very 
much that this will pass. 

And finally, let me say for the people who 
live where the jobs aren't, there is a very im- 
portant bipartisan initiative that I’ve worked 
on with the Speaker of the House, called the 
new markets initiative, which would give 
American investors the same tax incentives 
to invest in the poor areas in America we 
now give them to invest in poor areas in Latin 
America, Africa, Asia, or some place else. 

I think that a lot more can be done, but 
I hope and believe that this transportation 
assistance will really help. 

So let me end where I began. We are mov- 
ing close to a country where there really is 
opportunity for every responsible citizen. But 
we're not there yet. We are a stronger Amer- 
ican community than we were 8 years ago, 
but there is still friction and sources of divi- 
sion within our American community. Now, 
we've got the most expansive, strong econ- 
omy we've ever had, and I think we ought 
to set our sights on big goals. 

Our goals should be prosperity for every 
family in every community still left behind. 
Our goals should be no child and no working 
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family in poverty. And what I want to say 
to you is that we can achieve these goals and 
still keep the overall economy strong for the 
rest of America. We can pay the debt off 
in 12 years. That will keep interest rates 
down; it will keep businesses expanding. It 
will leave funds for people to make pay 
raises. 

We can do this, but we have to decide to 
do it. And I just hope that not only in Colo- 
rado but all over America, people will see 
and hear about Mi Casa because of my trip 
here. And I hope every place where people 
feel good because they've reduced the wel- 
fare rolls 40 or 50 perce nt will understand 
that they can do much better when they see 
that Denver, thanks to people like you, got 
it down 90 percent. The transportation will 
help, but pe ople have to make the initiative 
at the local level, too. 

So thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the 
conference room at the Mi Casa Resource Center 
for Women. In his remarks, he referred to 
Carmen Carrillo, executive director, Mi Casa Re- 
source Center for Women; and Mayor Wellington 
E. Webb of Denver and his wife, Wilma 


Remarks to the Colorado 
Coordinated and State Senate 
Democratic Fund in Denver 
October 14, 2000 


The President. Thank you very much, 
Mayor. Thank you for your friendship and 
your leadership. We just came back from a 
marvelous Denver institution called Mi Casa, 
where children are educated, after-school 
programs are held, young adolescents are 
taught to stay off drugs and not get pregnant 
and not become HIV infected, and young 
adults are taught how to get off welfare and 
how to be trained, in the case of women, 
for nontraditional jobs. 


[A series of beeps interrupted the President's 
remarks. | 


The President. Are the Republicans con- 
trolling the sound system? [Laughter] 
So I want to thank the mayor. What is it? 


[The beeps continued. | 
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The President. That might work. We may 
be getting feedback. That’s better. 

I want to thank General Salazar, Senator 
Perlmutter, Chairman Knaus. And I want to 
thank Congressman Udall for his friendship, 
and Diana—let me just make—I told Diana 
DeGette before I came out here that I went 
to a fundraiser for the Udall caucus the other 
day, because there is a Udall from New Mex- 
ico and a Udall from Colorado. So they just 
had a joint fundraiser—saved me the trouble 
of having to go to two events, and I really 
appreciated that. [Laughter] And then Diana 
proceeded to tell me that they were—the 
Udalls and she were three of the four mem- 
bers of the Dead Pastor of the Coyote Cau- 
cus, that is the Democrats of the Inter- 
Mountain West, the scarce group that will 
be swollen after this election on November 
7th. 


[At this point, a humming sound came over 
the public address system. | 


The President. Something's shorting out. 
Is that it? Just unplug it. If that doesn’t work, 
God is sending us a message. [Laughter] 
See? There must be something over there 
that’s aggravating it. Now is it off? Can you 
here me now? 

Audience members. Yes. 

The President. No problem. | also want 
to thank Kent Toltz for running for Congress 
and ask you to help him get elected. I want 
to thank Walter and Christie Isenberg, Merle 
Chambers and Hugh Grant, Tommy rand Pat 
Short, and anybody else that helped put this 
together today 

And Id like to say just one personal word 
about Colorado. You know, I have been com- 
ing here for more than 20 years now. We 
had the Governors’ conference here in 1980, 
the year of the Reagan landslide, shortly be- 
fore | became the youngest ex-Governor in 
American history. And I was still invited to 
come to Colorado to give a speech in 1981. 
It’s just something I've never forgotten. 

Some of my closest personal friends that 
I've made in my entire life live here. And 
this State has been very good to me. Al Gore 
and I did win Colorado in 1992, and as I 
told Diana—she’s talking about my numbers, 
even though we lost the State by 20,000 votes 

"06—we actually ran 60,000 votes better 
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against the registration, because the registra- 
tion moved 100,000 to the Republicans be- 
tween 92 and 96. Now you can bring it back, 
and I want to talk to you about that today. 

I also want to thank Diana for having the 
moment of silence for our sailors who were 
lost on the U.S.S. Cole. Let me just say very 
briefly, I talked to the captain of the ship 
and to everybody up the chain of command, 
and some of them are coming home today, 
and we'll have a memorial service on 
Wednesday for them. They were just good 
American citizens, most of them, if you saw 
in your local press today, very young, most 
of them trying to find their way in “life by 
serving their country. And we should all be 
very, very grateful to them. 

And I’m leaving tomorrow afternoon to go 
to the Middle East, and we're going to try 
to find a way to get the parties to agree to 
end the violence and get back to the hard 
business of making peace. 

I wanted to come here today to do this 
for several reasons. First, I wanted a chance 
to thank the people of Colorado before the 
election for the friendship and support and 
partnerships I’ve enjoyed here during the 8 
years that Al Gore and I have served here 
in Washington. 

Secondly, I want to help the State Senate 
because every U.S. Senate and House seat 
is important, and the legislatures will do the 
redistricting after the census this year, and 
because no matter what is done in Wash- 
ington—as someone who was a Governor for 
12 years, I know that if you really want a 
good education policy, if you really want a 
good health care policy, if you want a good 
environmental policy, you've also got to have 
a good State legislature and a good Governor. 

Now, I want to talk to you. Diana has asked 
you to do something that I think is a good 
thing to do, but what I want to ask you is, 
when you go try to gather up these votes, 
what are you going to say to people? Believe 
me. And I’m not running for anything, and 
most days I’m okay about it. [Laughter] 

But I have more than a passing interest 
in this Presidential race and a certain Senate 
race in New York. [Laughter] But more than 
anything else, I care about what happens to 
my country. And I want to tell you that if 
the people understand what the differences 
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are between the candidates for President and 
the Congress, what the differences are be- 
tween the parties, and what the con- 
sequences to them are, we will win. Al Gore 
will be handily elected President. 

All you got to do is to look at these debates 
to see that, when there is a studied effort, 
when every hard question comes along, by 
our opponents, to muddy the issue, ‘blur, 
blur, blur—“If I can just get by November 
7th, and nobody figures out”—{laughter|— 
“you know, I can slide in there.” Because 
they know they've got their hard rightwing 
core, and they've all agreed to be quiet, until 
after the election, so they can have the courts 
and the crime policy and lots of other things. 
So there’s this blur, blur, blur. I'll give you 
a few examples here in a minute. 

The point I want to make to you is, every 
one of you has lots of friends who will never 
come to an event like this—never. But they 
will vote. They'll show up on election day 
and vote because they're good, patriotic citi- 
zens, and they'll vote. They need to know— 
it is the right thing to do—what the dif- 
ferences are and the consequences. I’ve been 
saying all along. You know, the American 
people ought to be happy about this election, 
because you couldn’t have a clearer choice, 
even though only one side wants you to know 
what it is. [Lau ghter] 

We've got the longest economic expansion 
in history, the lowest unemployment rate in 
30 years. We've got—everything is going 
right with the economy, but we also have the 
welfare rolls cut in half, the crime rate at 
a 27 year low, teen pregnancy rates down. 
We now have, thanks to the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, the number of 
people without health insurance going down 
for the first time since 1987. Things are going 
in the right direction. So we have a chance 
to basically say, “What do we want the future 
to be for our kids, and what are the main 
issues?” 

Now, I want to tell you what I think they 
are, and what all the static in the background 
means to me, because you've got to be able 
to say to people, in a few minutes, if you 
go talk to them, as your Representative asks 
you to do, you’ve got to be able to tell them 
why. How does it affect them? First of all, 
you need to tell people, we're going to 
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change regardless, because America’s chang- 
ing. This is not a question about change. It’s 
a question of what kind of change do you 
want? Do you want to build on the prosperity 
and keep it going, or do you want to go back 
to a failed economic policy: ? 

Now, it’s just as clear as day. In spite of 
the fact that I have not read this anywhere 
in any of these accounts of the debates, in 
the debates you have our candidate, the Vice 
President. He “Look, I'll give you a tax 
cut. It’s not near as big as theirs. But it will 
help people with paying for their kids’ college 
education, with long-term care, with child 
with retirement savings, and it’s not 
going to be so big we won't have money left 
over for education, health care, the environ- 
ment and getting this country out of debt 
over the next 12 years—debt-free for the first 
time since 1835.” Now, that’s what he said. 

And you hear the other fellow. He said, 
“I'm going to give you a tax cut that’s way 
bigger.” He says 1.3, but when you add the 
extra interest cost of not paying down the 


says, 


care, 


debt, it’s at least 1.6 and probably higher. 
Then he acknowledged in the first debate 


something I’ve not heard anybody say. But 
he did say—I wanted to give him a gold star 
because it was one of those rare moments 
where there was clarity. [Laughter] He 
said—he did say this, and you've got to give 
him credit. He said, “We're going to partially 
privatize Social Security. Yes, it will cost 
about a trillion dollars over and above the 
debt.” 

You know why that is, don’t you? If we 
let all the young people take 2 percent of 
their payroll out to invest in the stock market, 
and you let everybody 55 or over—and that’s 
me starting next year—have their guaranteed 
Social Security—and Social Security is going 
broke in 37 years—then, when all you young 
people t take your money out, it will start 
going broke sooner, right? So you've got to 
fill it up again. It costs a trillion dollars over 
10 years. 

So when you add up the tax cut, the trillion 
dollars to privatize Social Security, and all 
their spending promises, you’re back in def- 
icit spending again. You will not pay off the 
debt. 

Now, what does that mean? It means two 
things you need to know. First of all, it means 
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that interest rates will be higher. Therefore 
economic growth will be slower, and the 
stock market will be lower. So your invest- 
ments won't be as good. The economy won't 
grow as much. Now, you've got ac thoice here, 
bec ‘ause they have said this. I don’t read it 
anywhere. People say. well, maybe their 
numbers don’t add up, or blah, blah, blah. 
Let me tell you something. There’s a big dif- 
ference. 

Suppose Al Gore turns out to be wrong 
because there’s a little bit of a recession, and 
we don’t have enough money to keep all the 
spending commitments. We don’t have to 
spend the money. But once you cut the taxes 
and once you privatize Social Sec urity, you re 
already in deficit, and the money is gone, 
kaput, forever, gone. You're not going to see 
a tax increase in the middle of a recession. 

So there’s a big difference. You just tell 
people. If you want to keep the prosperity 
going and you like what’s happening, you’ve 
got to build on this economic strategy. But 
if you liked it the way it was before we got 
here, you've got a choice. You can have it. 
But it’s not like we haven’t had a test run. 
[Laughter] 

I must say, one of the things I really ad- 
mire about our Republican friends is that the 
evidence never fazes them. [Laughter] It 
doesn’t matter how many times you prove 
they are wrong. They know what they be- 
lieve, and they know where the money is, 
and they go for it. But look, this is a big deal 
here. I just went out to this Mi Casa place. 
I saw all these young women. You know, 
they're dying to go to work. They want to 
be electricians and engineers. One of them 
is a heavy equipment mover; another one’s 
a truck driver. One of them’s going to work 
in computer business, you know. There have 
got to be jobs for these people. 

It is clear as day. Now, let me tell you 
something else, related to this. If I have to 
listen one more time to them say, “Why, the 
Democrats believe Government knows best, 
and we believe you know best. That’s why 
we're going to have smaller Government.” 
Let me tell you something. Number one, 
under Al Gore’s leadership, we have reduced 
the size of the Federal Government by 
300,000. It’s the smallest it’s been since 1960 
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when Dwight Eisenhower was President of 
the United States. 

Number two, total Government spending 
as a percentage of your national income is 
the smallest it’s been since 1966. [Applause] 
Wait a minute, it gets better. 

Number three, the Government will be 
smaller as a percentage of your income if you 
vote for Gore than if you vote for his oppo- 
nent. Why? Because we do—I plead guilty— 
the Democrats will spend more money on 
education, and they'll spend more money to 
let all the seniors buy into Medicare who 
need drugs. So how can we spend more 
money on those things? We even propose to 
spend more money on defense, and they 
keep talking about how good they are on de- 
fense. And nobody said, “Show me the 
money” yet to them. [Laughter] 

If that’s true, how could the Government 
be smaller under Gore? Why? What’s the 
third-biggest item in the Federal budget? In- 
terest on the debt: over 12 cents of every 
dollar. When I became President, it was 
headed to 15. Over 12 cents of every dollar 
you pay in taxes goes to interest on the debt. 
So if you vote for Gore, you'll pay the debt 
down; you won't be spending that money on 
interest. You'll be able to spend more on edu- 
cation and health care, and still the Govern- 
ment will be a smaller size as a percentage 
of the economy than it will be under the al- 
ternative. 

Now, you need to tell people this. Because 
you can’t get this out of the debates in the 
sort of, you know, the sort of slide-and-jive 
approach. I’m telling you, you know, it would 
break my heart to see us turn away from a 
— economic strategy toa short-term po- 

tical gain that would be bad for the United 
States of America. You need to tell people 
this. 

Now, let’s get to health care. We’re for 
a Patients’ Bill of Rights. I mean a real one, 
that covers everybody, and if you get hurt, 
you can sue. Theirs is weaker, doesn’t want 
to cover everybody, doesn’t want you to sue. 
Sort of a bill of suggestion is what they’re 
for. [Laughter] 

Now, why is that? Because the HMO’s 
don’t want it, and they’re going to do what 
the HMO’s want to do, oA Al Gore will do 
what's best for the American people. Now, 
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I'm not demonizing the HMO’s. I actually— 
I feel like I can say this, because I’ve been 
a supporter of managed care. But you know, 
when you forget—when you organize any- 
thing and you forget why you got it orga- 
nized—the purpose of managed care was to 
improve the quality of health care by elimi- 
nating waste. It wasn’t to increase the bottom 
line by eliminating health care. It wasn’t. 

It was never supposed to let completely 
untrained people substitute their pet se 
for that of doctors, never. Now, you've got 
a choice. If you want a real bill, you’ve got 
to vote for Gore. But if you just ‘think, oh, 
the other fellow sounds nice, you can vote 
for him, but you won’t get a real Patients’ 
Bill of Rights. You need to tell people this. 
The HMO says it will cost too much money. 
Even the Republican Congressional — 
Office says, at the most, it will cost just under 
$2 a month a premium. I would pay $2 a 
month to see that you, one of you, God for- 
bid, walks out of this place today, after this 
event, and you get hit by a car, you can go 
to the nearest emergency room, not one 
where you've got to pass three hospitals to 
get the one covered by your plan. I would 

o that. I think most of you would do that. 
It is the right thing to do for America. 

You can vote for whoever you want to. But 
if you want a Patients’ Bill of Rights, you’ve 
got to vote for Gore. If you want a prescrip- 
tion drug plan under Medicare that every 
senior who needs it can buy into, you have 
to vote for Gore. Why? Well, first of all, if 
we were starting hte: ee again today, we 
would never think of establishing a program 
for senior citizens that didn’t cover medicine, 
would we? 

But in ’65, when Medicare was started, it 
was about doctors and hospitals. That’s what 
health care was. Now it’s den keeping peo- 
7 out of the hospital. And if you live to 

e 65, your life expectancy is 82. So it’s about 
living longer and living better while you're 
alive. And that’s with medicine. 

Now, why in the world would the Repub- 
lican nominee be against letting every senior 
who needs it have access to prescription 
drugs? Because the drug companies aren't 
for it, that’s why. Now, I’m not demonizing 
the drug companies. I’m going to tell you, 
I’m glad we got them in America, and I’m 
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glad they do what they do. But their solution 
to their problem is the wrong solution. No- 
body ever talks about this. I’m going to tell 
you what this whole prescription drug thing 
is about, because it’s a big issue. 

Why would they not want to sell more 
drugs? Did you ever meet anybody in busi- 
ness that didn’t want more customers? Did 
you ever meet a politician who didn’t want 
more votes? [Laughter] What is this? These 
people are in the business of selling medi- 
cine, and they don’t want to sell more medi- 
cine. Why is that? Does it make any sense 
to youP 

Audience members. No. 

The President. Here’s what the real deal 
is. First of all, look what they say. The Re- 
publicans say Al Gore wants to force you into 
a Government HMO. Have you seen that 
dark ad? [Laughter] I keep waiting for the 
opening of the “Inner Sanctum” and the 
creaky door. [Laughter] It’s a big load of bull. 
Medicare is not an HMO. Moticare is fee- 
for-service medicine. You choose your doc- 


tor. If you want to go in an HMO, you have 
the option to do it. It’s all smokescreen, be- 
cause they can’t ‘fess up and tell you why 
they're really against it. They're against it be- 


cause the drug companies won’t let them be 
for it. And they're tied to them. Now, I like 
the pharmaceutical companies in America. 
They do great work. They provide wonderful 
jobs to tens of pts of people, but 
they're wrong about it. What is their real 
problem? 

Their real problem is, it costs a bunch of 
money to develop these drugs, and they 
spend a bunch of money to advertise them. 
And they sell the drugs all over the world, 
but they only get to recover their advertising 
and their ree ment costs from Americans. 
Everybody else has price controls on drugs, 
in Europe, in Canada, everywhere else. Now, 
once they get us to pay for the development 
and advertising costs, then it just costs a 
teeny bit of money to make one more [ 
sO they can sell the pills and make a killin 
in Europe and Canada, because they've ak 
ready gotten us to pay the upfront cost. 

Now, what they're afraid of—they know 
this is not a price fixing scheme. They know 
this is not a Government bureaucracy. That’s 
all a bunch of hooey. Medicare has far lower 


Oct. 14 / Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 


administrative costs than any HMO in the 
world, far lower. What their afraid of is, if 
all the seniors or a lot of the seniors who 
needs the coverage buy it—it’s totally vol- 
untary under Medicare—then the Medicare 
group will have enough buying power to bar- 
gain the prices down, and Americans might 
get to buy drugs made in America almost as 
cheap as they could buy them in Canada. 

Now, they do have a real problem, because 
they're afraid, if they get their profits cut too 
much, they won’t have enough money left 
to develop the drugs and to advertise what 
they develop. But surely the answer to their 
problem is not to deny senior citizens the 
medicine they need. What kind of country 
is this? That’s not the way we solve problems. 
They're a big, rich, powerful lobby. I mean, 
look, they've held up the Medicare drug pro- 
gram for a year. They've got a whole political 
party, the other party, fronting their plan. 
And they wrote the plan. First they weren't 
for anything, and then the Republicans said, 
“If you’re not for anything, we’re all going 
to get beat. So give us something we can be 
for, and then we'll confuse the voters.” I’m 
telling you, that’s what’s going on. 

But they're big; they're strong; they got 
plenty of money; they can lobby Congress. 
Let’s solve the problems of senior citizens 
and lengthen their lives and improve the 
quality of their lives. Then we'll solve the 
eye of the drug companies. You don’t 

ave to demonize the drug companies, but 
they are dead wrong, and they've got a lock 
on the Republican party. If you want Medi- 
care prescription drugs for every senior that 
needs it, you've got to vote for Al Gore and 
Joe Lieberman. 
Now, just let me say sort of as an aside, 
ou know how they—every one of these de- 
cg the Republican nominee says, “They 
had 8 years, and they didn’t do anything on 
health care,” right? Well, we could have done 
more, but they killed half of what we tried 
to do. 

Now they want to be rewarded for their 
own wrongdoing. Like I said, you've got to 
give it to them though. They have no shame, 
and evidence doesn’t bother them. I mean, 
I admire—you've got to admire that. They’re 
sort of brassy, you set [Laughter]. 
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Look, here are the facts. When Al Gore 
and I took office, Medicare was supposed to 
go broke last year—broke. It now is alive to 
2026. I’m not sure about this, but I think 
it’s the longest life it’s had since it was cre- 
ated in 1965, I think. I’m not positive, but 
I think—certainly just about the best shape 
it’s ever been in. 

Plus which, we're doing preventive 
screenings for breast cancer, for prostate can- 
cer. We dramatically improved care for dia- 
betes. The package of care we put together 
for diabetes, the American Diabetes Associa- 
tion said was the most significant step for- 
ward since the development of insulin. Plus 
which, we've now got the number—contrary 
to the factual assertion made in the debate, 
the number of uninsured people is going 
down in America, because of the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. And they all say, 
we never do anything in a bipartisan fashion. 
The Democrats got be Children’s Health In- 


surance Program and the Balanced Budget 
Act of 1997, which passed by a bipartisan 


majority in both Houses. 

So, it’s interesting, isn’t it, what you’re told 
about the factual misstatements made in the 
debate and what you're not told? I don’t 
know why that’s not an_ important 
misstatement. But anyway, that’ s—you just 
need to know that. You need to go out and 
tell people, “Look, if you want a Patients’ 
Bill of Rights and you want a prescription 
drug program that helps every senior that 
needs it, you've got to vote for Gore and 
Lieberman.” 

Now, if it’s not all that important to you, 
you can vote for the other guy, but you won't 
get it, and don’t complain when you don't. 
There are consequences here. 

Now, let me just give you another example. 
Take education. They are both for account- 
ability, and I think they both care about edu- 
cation. But there’s a big difference here. Our 
program is what I would call accountability- 
plus. Their program is accountability, block 
grants, and vouchers; test the kids every year; 
let the Federal money slide up and down 
based on who’s doing well - who’s not. 

Well, any teacher here will tell you—we’ve 
got some teachers— that all these State tests 
are different. If every State gets to take their 
own tests, you can dumb down your test, so 


2475 


your kids may not know as much as another 
State’s kids, and you can take Federal money 
away from them because you're not giving 
them the right kind of test. There are prob- 
lems with that. But let’s just pause it. Give 
them credit. The Republicans aren’t wrong 
about everything. They are both for—so 
you've got both candidates for accountability. 
The difference is, we believe, if you’re going 
to hold people accountable, you've got to 
help them succeed. 

So, we’re for 100.000 teachers to lower 
classes. They're not. We're for helping States 
modernize their schools and build new 
schools and deal with the school construction 
and repair crisis in our schools, and they're 
not. We’re for after-school, summer school, 
and preschool programs for every child who 
pes it, and they're not. They say that’s 
micromanaging the schools. What they never 
tell you is that under this administration and 
the leadership of Dick Riley as Secretary of 
Education, we have cut regulations on States 
and school districts by two-thirds below what 
they were in the previous Republican admin- 
istration. 

All we want to do—look, we only have 7 
percent of the total education dollars. We 
want to spend what the educators and the 
research says will be the most effective use 
of the dollar. This is a huge deal. It will have 
real consequences to the over 50 million chil- 
dren in our schools. And you've got to tell 
people this. They have to know. 

On the crime issue, you know, you're de- 
bating all that in Colorado. But they were 
pretty—they smoked that one out pretty 
good in the last debate. But basically—it 
wasn’t all smoked out—we supported 
100,000 police on the street, and then we're 
putting another 50,000 on the street now to 
prevent crime as well as to catch criminals. 
And we supported commonsense measures 
to take guns out of the hands of children and 
criminals, the Brady law, the assault weapons 
ban, and now we’re trying to close the gun 
show loophole at the national level. And you 
know who’s against it, and you know they 
said they would have an office in the White 
House if the other guy won. 

Now, here’s the deal. I talk to people. I’m 
from Arkansas where half the people have 
a hunting license. My position is not popular 
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with everybody there. A lot of people—but 
I'll tell you this: Nobody has missed not a 
day, not an hour, not 5 minutes in the deer 
woods because of what Al Gore and I've tried 
to do these last 8 years. Nobody has missed 
any hunting. 

No law-abiding sportsman has missed one 
date at one contest because of what we did. 
But 500,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers 
didn’t get handguns because we had the 
Brady bill and the waiting period. Now, 
here’s the deal. They are now finally for an 
insta-check at the gun shows. Here’s the 
problem with that. You can insta-check peo- 
ple, about 70-some percent of the people, 
within a few minutes. Within 24 hours, you 
can check almost 90 percent of the people. 
But 50 percent of the people that get re- 
jected are in that last 10 percent, which is 
why what you're doing out here is good and 
noble. But you need to talk to people about 
this, because it’s a clear choice here. 

Here again, this is a place where they have 
not been fuzzy. No, I want to give them cred- 
it, because if the people choose them, then 
that’s freedom. It’s democracy, and none of 
us can have any complaint. The Republican 
nominee has said, “If you vote for me, I will 
repeal the Federal program creating 100,000 
police and funding it. The Federal Govern- 
ment’s got no business doing that.” He really 
means 150,000. “And I’m not for the waiting 
period.” Now, look. Gun violence is down 
by 35 percent. We have the lowest crime rate 
in 27 years. We tried it their way. We tried 
it our way. And you've just got to tell people, 
they just have to choose. And they can decide 
what they want. 

There are differences over the minimum 
wage. There are differences over the hate 
crimes. Now that was a little muddy in the 
last debate. You see that? 

Audience members. Yes. 

The President. Look, the reason they're 
not for a hate crimes bill and the reason the 
Texas hate crimes bill passed is because we 
believe that a hate crime—when you kill or 
maim or hurt a gay person because they're 
gay, they ought to be covered by hate crimes 
legislation, and they don’t. That’s it. That’s 
what it’s about. 

And you've just got to decide. And you may 
have friends you talk to, say, “W ell, I don't 
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want to do that.” But at least people ought 
to know that. You need to know what the 
real deal is when people start calling these 
bills. “I'm for the Hatch bill or this bill or 
the other bill,” you know. You need to know 
what the real deal is. That’s what killed that 
bill in Texas. That’s why James Byrd’s family 
couldn't get help in Texas to pass the hate 
crimes bill. Now, there are lots of other issues 
I could give you, but you get the idea here. 

And you've got to tell people this. If you 
want to keep changing in a way that keeps 
the prosperity going, you've got to pay the 
debt down and invest in education and health 
care, and you've got to do it in a fiscally re- 
sponsible way. If you’re prepared to go back 
and blow a hole in the deficit and get a huge 
tax cut and privatize Social Security and risk 
it and think maybe it will work better this 
time than it did the last time, you can do 
that. But you've got to understand, there are 
differences. 

If you don’t care whether you ever get the 
hate crimes legislation or a minimum wage 
increase, if you don’t care what happens to 
a woman’s right to choose, when two or more 
appointments are made to the Supreme 
Court, if you don’t care about the Patients’ 
Bill of Rights and all that, if you don’t care 
about the school construction initiative or the 
teachers or the preschool and after-school 
programs, then maybe there aren’t any con- 
sequences to your vote. If you don’t care, 
you just vote for the one you like. And maybe 
we'll win; maybe they’ ll win. The race is as 
tight as a tick. 

But if people understand what the choices 
are and what the impact is on them, we will 
win handily. So I implore you. Don’t waste 
a day. Talk to somebody every day. You've 
got to win the State Senate, you've got to 
win this House seat here. We've got to carry 
Colorado and America to keep the progress 
going. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the 
Upper Ballroom at the Oxford Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Mayor Wellington E. Webb 
of Denver; State Attorney General Ken Salazar; 
State Senator Ed Perlmutter; Timothy D. Knaus, 
chairman, Colorado Democratic Party; Kent 
Toltz, candidate for Colorado’s Sixth Congres- 
sional District; Representative Mark Udall; event 
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cohosts Walter and Christie Isenberg, Merle 
Chambers, Hugh Grant, and Tommy and Pat 
Short; Comdr. Kirk S. Lippold, Commanding Of- 
ficer, U.S.S. Cole; and Republican Presidential 
nominee Gov. George W. Bush. 


Remarks at a Reception for Former 
Representative Maria Cantwell in 
Seattle, Washington 

October 14, 2000 


Thank you very much. First, I want to 
thank you for coming in to be with me, and 
to be with Maria. I want to thank you for 
helping her. And I want to ask you to do 
everything you possibly can to get every per- 
son you can possibly drag to the polls on No- 
vember 7th. If our people vote and they un- 
derstand the issues, we'll win. It’s not very 
complicated. 

I wanted to be here for several reasons. 
First of all, I’m profoundly grateful to the 
State of Washington. You've been very good 
to me and Al Gore. You gave me your elec- 
toral votes twice. And I hope you think you 
made a good decision, because the State’s 
in better shape than it was 8 years ago. 

But the second reason I wanted to come 
here is because I feel a special debt of grati- 
tude and a special bond to Maria Cantwell. 
She was one of the people that was willing 
to put her whole political career on the line 
to turn this country around. And her oppo- 
nent’s now out there running ads against vl 
for voting to save the American economy and 
mischaracterizing, again, our budget in 1993. 
Let me just remind you, when I took office, 
we had a $290 billion deficit. It was supposed 
to be $455 billion this year. Instead, we have 
a $230 billion surplus. Why? Because by one 
vote, Maria Cantwell’s vote, we turned 
America around. She ought to go to the 
United States Senate. 

And Jet me just—I remember when they 
said, you know, my economic plan would be 
a disaster for America, all the Republicans 
did. They all voted against it. It was terrible. 
It was going to have a recession. You know, 
the world would come to an end. Time has 
not been kind to their predictions. 

And so you've got a clear choice here. 
You've got a clear choice in the Senate race; 
you've got a clear choice in the President's 
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race; you have a clear choice in all these con- 
gressional races. Now, we made the painful 
decisions before. All we have to do now is 
be prudent and visionary. Are we going to 
keep investing in education and health care 
and pay down this debt and give the pe 

a tax cut we can afford, targeted to Poe 
class people and lower income working peo- 
ple who need it? Or are we going to go back 
and do what they did before, have a huge 
tax cut? 

And I can tell you—I will say this. In spite 
of how murky the Republicans have tried to 
be in the way they've messed up these issues, 
in the first Presidential debate—something 
that I kept waiting to see in blaring headlines 
in the press I haven’t seen yet—the Repub- 
lican nominee actually admitted that it was 
going to cost $1 trillion to partially privatize 
Social Security. So if you spend $1.5 trillion 
on the tax cut and $1 trillion partially 
privatizing Social Security and several hun- 
dred billion dollars on their spending prom- 
ises, we're right back in deficit. 

Our program is, spend more than they will 
on education, invest more than they will in 
health care, but keep paying down this debt 
to keep interest rates down. That keeps the 
economy going, plus which, it’s a huge tax 
cut. With lower interest rates, there’s lower 
home mortgage rates, lower car payments, 
lower college loan payments, lower credit 
card payments, as well as lower business 
loans. Our deal works better. 

Now, you need to go out—you need to 
go out and tell people this. Ask them to re- 
member what it was like 8 years ago, and 
if they really want to ratify that decision or 
they want to reward somebody who had the 
courage to take America in a different direc- 
tion. And I’m telling you, it was all on her 
shoulders. We carried that thing by one vote. 
And now he wants you to vote against her 
for getting Washington out of the dumps and 
bringing America back so they can get in 
power and do to us what they did before? 
That’s the argument they're making. You 
need to go tell people that, and don’t fool 
around with it. It’s clear. 

So the first big deal is the economy. The 
second thing is education. We believe we 
ought to help build more schools and repairs 
schools. We believe we ought to put another 
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100,000 teachers in these schools, so the kids 
can have smaller classes. And they're not for 
that. We believe we ought to pass a Patients’ 
Bill of Rights and have a Medicare drug ben- 
efit that benefits all seniors, and they're not 
for that, because their interest groups won't 
let them be. 

And there’s a clear choice here. Whether 
it’s the minimum wage, the hate crimes bill, 
the employment nondiscrimination bill, the 
extraordinary efforts I’m proud to say our ad- 
ministration has made to try to support the 
Native American communities. In every sin- 
gle instance, their leadership has been in one 
place; we've been somewhere else. 

So you've just got to decide here. And you 
need to talk to people who tell you, “Well, 
it may not make a difference.” It does make 
a difference. It makes a huge difference. 
Somebody tells you one Senate seat doesn’t 
make a difference, you tell them America 
would still be in the budget hole and still 
be in the economic hole if it hadn’t been 
for every single House seat and every single 
Senate seat where we had the pe ople voting 
for you. And Maria Cantwell was one of 
them, and she would be a brilliant United 
States Senator. 

And so I'm just telling you, I have done 
everything I could do to turn our country 
around, to pull our people together, to move 
our Nation forward. But now we have to de- 
cide, what are we going to do with the pros- 
perity? You know, people took a chance on 
me in 1992. I don’t know how many people 
in Washington State walked into the polling 
place and said, “I wonder if I ought to vote 
for that guy.” [Laughter] “You know, he’s 
pretty young, and the President,” the then- 
President, “said he’s just the Governor of a 
small southern State.” I was so naive, I 
thought that was a compliment. [Laughter] 
And I still do. But you ee it wasn’t that 
big a chance, because, I mean, the country 
was in a ditch. We had to do something dif- 
ferent, right? 

So now we're in good shape, but we have 
to figure out, how are we going to include 
the people who still aren’t part of this pros- 
perity? How are we going to give all of our 
kids an excellent education? How are we 
going to provide access to health care for 
people who don’t have it? What are we going 
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to do with the aging of America, when there’s 
only two people working for every one per- 
son on Social Security? We have big chal- 
lenges here. And we get to decide. 

But make no mistake about it. The dif- 
ferences are just as stark and just as clear 
as they were 8 years ago. And the stakes, 
if anything, are higher. Maybe once every 50 
years a country gets to do what we can do 
now, where you don’t have an external threat, 
an internal crisis, things are going in the right 
direction, and you get to paint the future of 
your dreams for you children and grand- 
children. Once in a blue moon this happens. 

And you need visionary people who under- 
stand how to be fair to everybody, how to 
make the economy work, but make it work 
for everybody. And you know, there aren’t 
many people with the unique background 
and achievements that Maria has presenting 
themselves for public office. And there aren't 
many people who can stand here and tell 
you—and I’m telling you—that they were the 
deciding vote that turned this country 
around. 

And if you like where Washington is today 
better than you liked it 8 years ago, there 
is no choice. You've got to make sure she 
wins this election. Send her to the Senate. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:33 p.m. in the 
Fifth Avenue Room at the Westin Hotel. In his 
remarks, the President referred to Republican 
Presidential nominee Gov. George W. Bush. 
Maria Cantwell is a candidate for the U.S. Senate 
from Washington. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Statement on Signing the Third 
Continuing Resolution for Fiscal 
Year 2001 

October 14, 2000 


Two weeks ago the fiscal 2000 budget year 
ended. Since then, I have had to sign two 
short-term continuing resolutions to keep the 
Government open. Yet Congress has yet to 
complete and send me 8 of 13 spending bills. 
Last night I signed another one-week exten- 
sion. Let me serve notice now: If Congress 
fails to meet this deadline, any further exten- 
sions must be at most for a very few days. 
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Congress needs to finish its work and send 
me a budget. It should be a budget that is 
fiscally responsible, that reflects the values 
of the American people, and that invests in 
the future, especially in the education of our 
children. 

I sent such a budget to Congress in Feb- 
ruary. Among other things, my budget calls 
for tax credits to help communities build or 
modernize 6,000 re and grants and 
loans for emergency repairs in 5,000 schools 
a year for 5 years. The need is undeniable. 
The average American school building is now 
more than 40 years old. At least 60 percent 
of the schools in every State are in need of 
repair, and some schools actually pose health 
risks to students. I received a letter yesterday 
from some of the Nation’s top health organi- 
zations, including the American Lung Asso- 
ciation and the National Association of 
School Nurses. They point out that in many 
of our older school buildings, the air is pol- 
luted with lead, radon gas, and other sub- 
stances harmful to our children’s health. 

These groups endorse my proposal to re- 
build and repair our schools. A bipartisan ma- 
jority in the House of Representatives is 
ready right now to pass school construction 
tax credits. Unfortunately, the Republican 
leadership continues to stand in the way and 
refuses to bring it to a vote. It’s time for Con- 
gress to act. It’s unfair to ask America’s chil- 
dren to lift themselves up in school buildings 
that are falling down. 

The majority party's education budget also 
fails to make other vital investments in edu- 
cation. It does not ensure the hiring of an- 
other 20,000 teachers to reduce class sizes. 
It denies after-school to over 1.6 million chil- 
dren who would get it under my balanced 
budget proposal. It shortchanges efforts to 
improve teacher quality. And it invests noth- 
ing to help States turn around failing schools 
or shut them down and reopen them under 
new management. 

The continuing resolution I signed last 
night gives Congress 7 more days to act. That 
is enough time to pass a responsible budget 
that modernizes our schools, strengthens ac- 
countability, lowers class sizes, expands after- 
school, mentoring, and college opportunities 
for young people, and helps put a — 


teacher in every classroom. It should also be 
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a budget that puts more police on the street, 
that enforces civil rights, ensures equal pay, 
expands health care, and creates opportuni- 
ties for all Americans to share in our strong 
economy through our new markets initiative. 

At this time of unprecedented prosperity, 
there is no reason we can’t put partisanshi 
aside and make the investments we know will 
move our Nation forward, especially in the 
education of our children. By building 
stronger schools, we'll build a stronger Amer- 
ica in the future. 


NOTE: H.J. Res. 111, approved October 13, was 
assigned Public Law No. 106-306. 


Proclamation 7365—National 
Character Counts Week, 2000 
October 14, 2000 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The term “character” is derived from an 
ancient Greek word meaning “to inscribe,” 
reflecting the conviction that character is not 
innate, but rather is instilled through the in- 
fluence, example, and guidance of the —_ 
around us. One of our greatest responsibil- 
ities as adults and citizens, therefore, is to 
ensure that we teach our children, by word 
and deed, the values that will help them de- 
velop into men and women of strong char- 
acter. 

This vital endeavor begins with the family 
and particularly with parents, who are their 
children’s first teachers. The process con- 
tinues in our schools—not only in the class- 
room, but also in the hallways, in the cafe- 
teria, and on the playing field. We have many 
——— to instill in our children the 
elements of good character—citizenship, 
fairness, compassion, honesty, tolerance, and 
pee tng it is up to every citizen 
and organization to make the most of these 
opportunities. 

My Administration has strived to assist 
parents, caregivers, teachers, and religious 
and community leaders in this vital effort. 
We have worked with the entertainment in- 
dustry to increase educational programming 
on tae and to create a voluntary ratings 
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system to help parents reinforce the values 
they want to impart to their children. And 
4 years ago, I was proud to sign legislation 
that requires new televisions sold in our 
country to include the V-chip, a device that 
allows parents to control the programs that 
their children watch on television. Recog- 
nizing the significant amount of time our 
children spend in school, we have also cre- 
ated partnerships with States under the Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education Act to as- 
sist school districts in developing curriculum 
materials, providing teacher training, and in- 
tegrating character education into the cur- 
riculum. We have funded innovative after- 
school programs to offer young people men- 
tors and role models to inspire them and to 
engage them in productive activities at the 
end of the school day. 

We have also promoted citizen service— 
one of the greatest character-building tools 
available to our society. Through initiatives 
such as America Reads, the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, the Na- 
tional Senior Service Corps, the Peace Corps, 
and AmeriCorps, Americans of every age, 
background, gender, and race are experi- 
encing the rewards of helping others, and in 
the process becoming more responsible citi- 
zens. We can also teach young Americans a 
vital lesson about character by exercising our 
right to vote and participating in the demo- 
cratic process—a process that Americans of 
notable character established more than two 
centuries ago. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 15 
through October 21, 2000, as National Char- 
acter Counts Week. I call upon the people 
of the United States, government officials, 
educators, religious, community, and busi- 
ness leaders to commemorate this week with 
appropriate ceremonies, activities, and pro- 
grams. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2000] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 19. 


Proclamation 7366—National Forest 
Products Week, 2000 


October 14, 2000 


the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In the early years of the 20th century, 
President Theodore Roosevelt challenged his 
fellow citizens to begin the vital task of con- 
serving the precious natural resources with 
which America has been so abundantly 
blessed. As part of his notable conservation 
achievements, he consolidated 65 million 
acres of Federal forest reserves into the Na- 
tional Forest System and created the United 
States Forest Service to provide wise stew- 
ardship of these lands for future generations. 

Today, the National Forest System com- 
prises more than 190 million acres of forests 
and grasslands, a priceless remnant of the 
great wilderness that once stretched across 
our country. Whether sustaining ecosystems, 
supplying water, providing lumber, or offer- 
ing recreation, these precious areas benefit 
millions of Americans. 

We must continue to sustain the health 
and beauty of the forestlands President Roo- 
sevelt first set aside for us so many decades 
ago. I am proud that my Administration has 
made significant progress in improving the 
management of Federal forestlands. With 
science-based planning and research, we 
have sought to achieve a balance between 
strengthening protections for wildlife and 
water quality and providing a steady, sustain- 
able supply of the building materials, pa 
products, and other commodities we tae 
meet the challenges of our growing economy. 

America’s forests have always offered us 
unique and irreplaceable benefits. They are 
a treasured inheritance, and we must ensure 
in this new century that our policies and ac- 
tions sustain this precious legacy for the pros- 
perity and well-being of generations to come. 
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To recognize the importance of our forests 
in ensuring the long-term welfare of our Na- 
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 
(36 U.S.C. 123), has designated the week be- 
ginning on the third Sunday in October of 
each year as “National Forest Products 
Week” and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 15 through Oc- 
tober 21, 2000, as National Forest Products 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2000] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 19. 


Proclamation 7367—White Cane 
Safety Day, 2000 
October 14, 2000 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Last month at the Olympic Games in Syd- 
ney, American runner Marla Runyan made 
history in the women’s 1500-meter race. She 
was not considered a favorite in the event 
and won no medals, placing ninth in the final 
competition. But as the first legally blind ath- 
lete ever to qualify for and compete in an 
Olympic event, Marla set an extraordinary 
precedent and proved to millions of people 
across the globe that disability need not be 
a limitation on achievement or a barrier to 
success. 

Marla Runyan’s accomplishment reflects 
the spirit of two historic pieces of legislation 
whose milestone anniversaries we celebrate 
this year. Ten years ago, the Americans with 
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Disabilities Act was signed into law to guar- 
antee access to public accommodations and 
services and to outlaw workplace discrimina- 
tion for people with disabilities. Twenty-five 
years ago, the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act became law, ensuring that 
people with disabilities have access to a free 
and appropriate public education. Both of 
these on ave made a significant impact on 
the lives of millions of Americans with dis- 
abilities by allowing them to pursue their 
dreams and make their own contributions to 
our society. 

But even before passage of these landmark 
laws, the white cane was helping to open 
doors of opportunity for many blind and vis- 
ually impaired Americans. With proper train- 
ing, people using the white cane can enjoy 
greater mobility and safety by determining 
the location of curbs, steps, uneven pave- 
ment, and other physical obstacles in their 
_ The white cane has given them the 
reedom to travel independently to their 
schools and pry, ge and to participate 
more fully in the life of their communities. 

The white cane is a simple tool, but, like 
Marla Runyan’s accomplishments, it reminds 
us that the only barriers against people with 
disabilities are discriminatory attitudes and 
practices that our society has too often placed 
in their way. As we observe White Cane Safe- 
ty Day, let us reaffirm our commitment to 
building a society where we embrace the tal- 
ents, energy, and contributions of every indi- 
vidual. 

To honor the many achievements of blind 
and visually impaired citizens and to recog- 
nize the white cane’s significance in advanc- 
ing independence, the Congress, by joint res- 
olution approved October 6, 1964, has des- 
ignated October 15 of each year as “White 
Cane Safety Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 15, 2000, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon the peo- 
ple of the United States, government offi- 
cials, educators, and business leaders to ob- 
serve this day with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth ~ of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of 
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the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 18, 2000] 


NoTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 19 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on the Deployment of 
United States Forces in Response to 
the Attack on the U.S.S. Cole 
October 14, 2000 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

At approximately 5:15 a.m. eastern day- 
light time, October 12, 2000, a small boat 
exploded alongside the USS COLE (DDG 
67) while the USS COLE was mooring to 
a harbor fueling island during a refueling 
stop in the port of Aden, Yemen. A number 
of American sailors were killed or wounded, 
and the USS COLE suffered extensive dam- 
age. Department of Defense assets were im- 
mae identified to provide medical, se- 
curity, and disaster responses. 

Later in the day on October 12, 2000, ap- 
proximately 45 military personnel from U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command deployed to 
Aden to provide medical, security, and dis- 
aster response assistance. In addition, a team 
of approximately 50 U.S. military security 
personnel arrived in Aden in the early morn- 
ing hours of October 13, 2000. It is also an- 
ticipated that additional similar security ele- 
ments may be deployed to the area. The se- 
curity personnel will enhance the ability of 
the United States to ensure the security of 
the USS COLE and the personnel respond- 
ing to the incident. Altho ough the security 
personnel are equipped for combat, their 
presence is solely for the 2 0 of assisting 
in on-site security. Finally, two U.S. Navy 


surface combatant vessels are operating in or 
near Yemeni territorial waters to provide 
communications and other — as re- 


quired. United States forces will redeploy as 
soon as the additional security support is de- 
termined to be unnecessary. 

I have taken this action pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for- 
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eign relations and as Commander in Chief 
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re- 
port as ag of my efforts to keep the Con- 
gress fully informed, consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution. 

I appreciate the support of the Congress 
in this action to assist in ensuring security 
of U.S. military forces and other personnel 
overseas. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of 
the Senate. 


Remarks at a Reception for 
Governor Gary Locke in Seattle 
October 14, 2000 


Thank you so much. I am really glad Gary 
decided to have the event in this Washington. 

I want to say, first of all, thanks to your 
wonderful attorney general. Christine, you 
have been a great attorney general. You have 
been a leader for the whole nation, and I 
could have listened to you give that 
cheerleading speech all night long. I think 
you have a limitless future, and I wish you 
well. And I thank you for being here and 
for all you’ve done. 

I want to thank Gary and Mona Locke for 
being such good friends to Hillary and me 
and for the example they set by their leader- 
ship. I also think they've set a good family 
values example by having those two beautiful 
children since they’ ve been in politics. I think 
that’s a very good thing. 

Mayor Schell, it’s great to be back in Se- 
attle, and I want to thank your State party 
chair, Paul Berendt. And I want to introduce 
one person I think has not been introduced 
tonight, maybe. And maybe before I got 
here, he was. But our national democratic 
chair, Ed Rendell, from Philadelphia, is here. 
Thank you, Ed. 

And I believe one of our candidates for 
en oy Rick Larson, is here. If he is, let’s 
give him a big hand. [Applause] And I want 
to say a special word of appreciation and grat- 
itude, and I want to say a little more on 
her later, but I want to say a special word 
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of appreciation to Maria Cantwell. I am 
grateful that she has run for the Senate, and 
I hope you will make sure she wins. 

Now, as perhaps most of you know, after 
I finish my rounds in W. ashington tonight, 
I’m going to red-eye back to the other Wash- 
ington and give my crew a little rest. I had 
intended to spend the night here and go to 
Portland in the morning and on down to Cali- 
fornia, but I am going to fly to the Middle 
East tomorrow. 

Last week was an amazing week for our 
crowd. It was heartbreaking when we lost 
those sailors on the U.S.S. Cole. I talked to 
the captain of the ship and others in the chain 
of command and thank them on behalf of 
the American people and say that our prayers 
are with the families. And Wednesday we will 
have a memorial service for them on the East 
Coast. Those who were killed and those who 
are wounded are being brought home start- 
ing today. 

And we've had these terrible turn of events 
in the Middle East which has been heart- 
breaking for me. I was at the airport earlier, 
and a man came up to me and asked me 
to sign the remarks I made on September 
19, 1993, when Mr. Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin 
signed the peace accord, committing them- 
selves to a process that would lead to peace. 
I have seen so much progress in the last 7 
years, so it’s been a very difficult and painful 
experience. 

But I also want to say, last week when the 
number two leader in North Korea came to 
see me after the President of South Korea 
had gone to North Korea and justifiably won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for doing so and for 
a lifetime of —— standing up for de- 
mocracy and freedom, I was thinking that 
when I took the oath of office in January of 
1993 and I got all my security briefings start- 
ing from the time I was elected, everybody 
said the most dangerous place in the whole 
world is North Korea. “You've got to really 
worry about this. You know, they've got a 
nuclear program. It’s going to be terrible. 
You've got to do something about it.” 

So first we got the nuclear program shut 
down, and then we began to deal with them 
and insist that they had to deal with the 
South. And then our former Defense Sec- 
retary, Bill Perry, went to see them and said, 
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“Look, you know, you’re still making all these 
missiles. Our relationship has got to get bet- 
ter or worse. It can’t just stay the same.” And 
Kim Dae-jung got elected President, and he 
said, “It’s time we bury the hatchet and try 
to find ways to live in peace.” And the rest 
is history. 

So what I thought would be the most dan- 
gerous problem for our children and grand- 
children 8 years ago may not be now, if, God 
willing, we can keep it going. 

And then the people of Serbia elected a 
new President. And I knew if the United 
States had not stood against ethnic cleansing 
in Bosnia and Kosovo and kept those eco- 
nomic sanctions on, that the moment would 
not have arrived for the people to do right. 
And so I was very grateful last week, too. 

And it’s a sober reminder that we have to 
keep plugging away at the things we believe 
in. And I wanted to come out here today 
because I’ve missed 3 or 4 days of work al- 
ready traveling the country in this season. 
And I wanted to come here, if for no other 
reason, to just have one more chance to say 
thank you to the people of Washington for 
being so very good to me and Hillary and 
Al and Tipper Gore these last 8 years, for 
giving us your electoral votes twice, and | 
hope you're about to make it three in a row. 

And | also wanted to say why it is so impor- 
tant that you spend every minute you can 
in your very busy lives talking to other people 
about this election between now and election 
day, because every one of you has a lot of 
friends who have never been to an event like 
this. Isn’t that right? You have a lot of friends. 
You work with them. You worship with them. 
You socialize with them. They never go to 
things like this. But they'll vote because they 
love their country. And it’s important that 
they understand what the issues are. 

In an amazing way, in this election I can 
tell you that there is such clarity of dif- 
ference, even though the other side often 
tries to muddy it up. And I don’t blame them, 
because if everybody figures it out, they'll 
lose, and we'll win. [Laughter] 

But I’ve learned—you know, I was a Gov- 
ernor for a dozen years before I became 
President. I loved it. I don’t think I would 
have ever gotten tired of it. And I know that 
no matter how good the economic policy of 
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the country is, no matter how good our edu- 
cational policy is, our health care policy, our 
environment: il policy v—the Ww ay Ame rica 
works, the people of this State cannot fully 
benefit from it unless you have a good Gov- 
ernor and good leade rship. And if you do, 
you can do better, than the rest of us 
are doing. 

And I've really had the opportunity over 
the last several years to get to know Gary 
and Mona. I’m crazy about them, pe -rsonally. 
I think they're wonderful people. They em- 
body my idea of where we're going as a coun- 
try 

Indeed, all Washington State does. You are 
today, and you are tomorrow. You are the 
most connected State to the global economy 
and one of the most wired States in America. 
[Laughter] And you are one of the most di- 
verse States in America. And part of your 
diversity is, you also have a lot of pe ople of 
European heritage who still live in little, rural 
towns and make a living on the farm. 

And so you re present today and tomorrow. 
You're doing so well. Part of the reason 
you're doing so well is, you've got a great 
Governor, and you need to keep him. 

Now, I also would say that no one in Amer- 
ica understands any more clearly than I do 
how important every single Se nate seat and 
every single House seat is. And I said some- 
thing about Maria Cantwell before. I was 
thrilled when I met her when I became 
President. Here is a person who really is a 
New Democrat, a person who understands 
the economy but wants it to work for every- 
body, a person that believes in fiscal respon- 
sibility and is actually, unlike most politicians, 
actually willing to do something about it, not 
just talk about it. 

And I want to say, one of the amazing 
things to me is that her opponent is still try- 
ing to attack her for voting for the ’93 eco- 
nomic plan by picking out one little piece 
of it that he can make look unpopular now, 
without pointing out that we cut taxes for 
10 times as many people as paid taxes and 
higher taxes, and that most of the people that 
paid higher taxes were in Maria’s income 
bracket. [Laughter] And she voted for it any- 
way. 

And you know, her o ponent and all those 
Republicans, they voted against it, every last 


even, 
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one of them. And they said if my economic 
plan passed, the world would come to an end: 
we would have a recession; people would lose 
their jobs; the deficit would get bigger. Time 
has not been kind to their predictions. 

I'll say this. You've got to give it to the 
Republicans. They are never deterred by the 
facts and the evidence. [Laughter] They are 
shameless. You know, they'll just go right on 
just like nothing ever happe ned. {Laughte or] 
And I say that because if she hadn't been 
willing to put her entire political career on 
the line, one vote, we wouldn't have passed 
that plan. And if you think Washington State 
is in better shape today than it was 8 years 
ago, then you have an obligation to tell every 
person you know between now and Novem- 
ber 7th to vote for Gary Locke and for this 
great candidate for the United States Senate, 
Maria Cantwell. 

In the parlance of my home region, I know 
I'm preaching to the saved tonight, but I 
want to say a few things. [Laughter] First 
of all, I want to say congratulations to the 
Mariners. But I hope | you'll understand, since 
I have more than a passing interest in the 
Senate race in New York—{laughter|—why 
this may be the only issue in 8 years I don’t 
side with you on. [Laughter] 

Look, I want you to listen a minute. I want 
you to think about this. I want you to think 
about all the people who you'll see between 
now and the election. And if they ask you, 
“Why should I vote for Maria Cantwell? Why 
should I vote for Gary Locke? Why should 
I vote for Al Gore and Joe Lieberman?” Can 
you give them an answer? 

Here is what I want you to understand. 
Clarity is our friend. And there are big dif- 
ferences with real consequences to the 
American people, to every single family in 
Washington State. We have a different phi- 
losophy. We believe that everybody who is 
responsible ought to have an opportunity to 
be a part of the American dream. We believe 
we ought to all be part of the same commu- 
nity and that we should go forward together. 
We believe in Government that gives people 
the tools and the conditions to make the most 
of their own lives. We believe that you can, 
as Gary said and as Christine said, be pro- 
economic growth and pro-environment, pro- 
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business and pro-labor. That’s what we be- 
lieve. 

We believe that in order for people to suc- 
ceed at work, you have to help them succeed 
in raising their kids and balancing work and 
family. And we think all this diversity of ours 
is the greatest thing in the world, that it’s 
a more interesting country if we respect our 
differences and if we reaffirm our common 
humanity. That’s what we believe, 
it has worked out pretty well. 

What does that mean in practical terms? 
It means if you want to keep the prosperity 
going, you've got a clear choice here Now, 
Gary wants to be effective, as well as re- 
elected, and he wants Washington to keep 
on having a great economy. You've got a big 
choice here, and you heard it in these two 
debates. It was sort of buried in the weeds 
and, for reasons I'll never understand, not 
very well publicized. 

But in the first Presidential debate, the Re- 
publican candidate admitted that he had a 
tax cut of about a trillion and a half bucks 
and that it would cost another trillion to par- 
tially privatize Social Security. And then 
there are hundreds of billions of dollars in 
spending promises. So you're already back 
to deficits. But if you’re in a high-income 
group, you can get a bunch of money out 
of it right now. 

Our leader, Al Gore, says, “Look, I'd like 
to tell you the same thing, but it’s not respon- 
sible. So I want to pay off the debt, t 
interest rates coming down, some 
money to invest in education, health care, 
and the environment and defense, and give 
you a tax cut we can afford.” 

Now, you've got a choice. You know, we've 
tried it our way for 8 years, and we tried 
it their way for 12 years. And you ought to 
go out and tell people, if they want to go 
back to deficits and higher interest rates and 
a weaker economy, they've got a clear choice. 

But it’s not like—we can’t pretend there’s 
no choice here. We can’t pretend there’s no 
difference here. There is a record. There is 
evidence. There is a difference. 

And let me say, a lot of the things I’ve 
heard are just flat bogus on the economy. 
You know, they say, “We trust you with your 
money. They want Government to run your 
lives.” You know? That’s their new shtick, 


and so far, 


eep 


Save 
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you know? That's basically a sort of modern- 
ized, more—a kinder, gentler version of what 
they've been saying since 1980. 

Now, here are the f facts, okay? Fact num- 
ber one: Under the leadership of Al Gore, 
we have reduced the size of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to its lowest point since 1960, when 
Eisenhower President—fact number 
one. Fact number two: Government spend- 
ing as a percentage of our national income 
is the lowest it’s been since 1966. Fact num- 
ber three—here’s the biggest one—fact 
number three: If Al Gore wins the Presi- 
dency, in 4 years Government spending will 
be a smaller percentage of national income 
under a Gore Presidency than under the al- 
ternative, even though we're going to spend 
more on education and health care. 

How can that be? You need to think about 
it. You need to talk to people about this. How 
can that be? Because he’s going to keep pay- 
ing off the debt, and that will make interest 
rates lower. That will make the stock market 
higher, making all of you that own Microsoft 
happy and eve srything else. [Laughter] It will 
make the stock market higher. It will mean 
lower costs for business loans, and it will 
mean everybody will pay lower mortgage 
rates, lower credit card rates, lower college 
loan rates, lower car payment rates. In other 
words, everybody will get that tax cut in 
lower interest rates. And because the third- 
biggest item in the Federal budget is interest 
on the debt—after Social Security and de- 
fense, interest on the debt is the third-biggest 
item in the budget—as we pay it down, even 
though the Democrats will spend more on 
education and health care and send it to Gov- 
ernor Locke so he can be more effective for 
you, Government will actually be a smaller 
percentage of the economy than it will if you 
pass this big tax cut, priv atize Social Security, 
and run a deficit again. 

You need to explain that to people. I think 
people like it our way, and they want to keep 
changing in that way. 

Now, but you only get it if you vote for 
Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Maria Cantwell, 
your candidates for Congress, and Gary 

Locke. You'll only get it—you know, you do 
have a choice. You don’t have to have this 
good future. [Laughter] You know, you can 
vote with them and go back to the way it 


was 
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there’s not a choice and there are no con- 
sequences. 

Look at health care. Washington passed a 
Patients’ Bill of Rights. Wash- 
ington. Good for Washington. But he'll be 
the first to tell you rp because of the way 
Federal law works, if all the States passe “d 
Bill of Rights, there would 


Americans who weren't cov- 


Good for 


a good Patients’ 
still be a lot of 
ered. So if you want every American, includ- 
ing every person in Washington State, cov- 
ered with the protections of the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights you have, 
Al Gore. Joe 
well 

Why? 
they're not. 


you've got to vote for 
Lieberman, and Maria Cant- 


Why? Because we're for it, and 
[Laughter] And now, they've got 
something that they sz ay is a Patients’ Bill of 
Rights, but 300 health care organizations are 
for ours and not for theirs. Why? Because 
the health insurers don’t want our Patients’ 
Bill of Rights, because they don’t want to be 
sued, and they don’t want to cover every- 
body, and they say it’s going to run your 
he a costs up. 

Well, if you've checked lately, your insur- 
ance premiums are going up anyway. But let 
me just tell you what the { facts are. I put the 
Patients’ Bill of Rights in, by Executive order, 
for everybody the Federal ‘Government pays 
health care on, Medicare, Medicaid, military 
personnel, retirees, Federal employees. Do 
you know how much it increased premiums? 
About $1 a month. A dollar a month to see 
a specialist when your doctor recommends 
it. A dollar a month to be able to keep the 
same doctor if you change health care pro- 
viders in the middle of a pregnancy or a 
chemotherapy treatment. A dollar a month 
to go to the nearest emergency room if, God 
forbid, you get hit by a car when you walk 
out of this room tonight, instead of be ing car- 
ried past three or four hospitals to one your 
plan covers. A dollar a month to be able to 
file suit and get redress if you're really 
harmed by the failure to observe these rights. 

Now, even the Congressional Budget Of- 
fice says it’s less than $2 a month. I'd pay 
$1.80 a month to make sure you got those 
rights, and I think most Americans would. 
It’s a clear choice. But if you want it, you've 
got to vote for Al Gore and Joe Lieberman 
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and Maria. You've got to. There’s no other 
option. You've got to do it. 

You take this Medicare drug thing. The 
Governor and Mona, they care a lot about 
children having health care. The Children’s 
Health Insurance Program was one of the 
major initiatives of this administration. It’s 
part of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997. It 
led—tast year, for the first time since 1987, 
ve had a reduction in the number of people 
without health insurance in America. 

Now, what we'd like to do, the Democrats, 
is give them some more funds to cover the 
parents of those kids in the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program who are low-income 
working people. And we think Medicare 
ought to provide a prescription drug benefit 
that’s voluntary to every senior that needs it. 

Now, they don’t feel that way. Why? Be- 
cause the drug companies won't let them. 
Now, that’s a fact. And originally the drug 
companies wanted to be for nothing, and the 
Republicans went to them and said, “You 
don’t understand. We can’t win this issue. 
They're going to beat our brains out. We 
need to muddy this up, so give us a bill we 
can be for.” 

And that’s why they say, “Okay, we'll give 
it to people up to 150 or 175 percent of the 
poverty line, but everybody else gets to buy 
insurance.” Now, I will say this about the 
health insurance companies. They have told 
us, they said, “Hey, there is no insurance pol- 
icy you can write for this problem. We can’t 
write you an insurance policy that you can 
afford that has decent coverage.” Nevada 
passed the Republican plan and not a single, 
solitary health insurance company has of- 
fered insurance to people who need this 
medicine. And over half of the seniors who 
need affordable medicine are above 150 per- 
cent of the poverty line—over half of them. 

Now, what is the deal here? [Laughter] 
Did you ever meet anybody in a business that 
didn’t want more customers? Have you ever 
asked yourself, why are the drug companies 
against this thing? They get more customers. 
They sell more medicine. Did you ever meet 
a politician that didn’t want more votes? 
[Laughter] You never hear this. I just want 
you to know. You've got to talk to people 
about this. 
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The reason is—and you don’t have to de- 
monize the drug companies. We’re fortunate 
to have these drug companies in our country. 
They provide wonderful jobs for tens of thou- 
sands of people. They find lifesaving drugs 
every day. But here is the issue. It costs a 
bunch of money to develop the drugs. They 
spend a lot of money to advertise them. And 
they want to sell them all over the world, 
but they can’t recover the development or 
the advertising cost any place but America, 
because eve srybody else fixes prices. 

Once they get us to pay the development 
and the advertising costs, then it just costs 
a pittance to make another pill or two, so 
they can sell them and make a killing in Can- 
ada or Europe or anywhere else, even with 
price controls, because you've already paid 
for all the advertising and dev elopment. And 
to be fair to them, they know that if Medicare 
is the buyer for millions of people, they'll 
have enough market power to get lower 
prices so that Americans will buy drugs made 
in America almost as cheap as they can buy 
them in Canada. And they're worried that 
their profits will go down, and they won't be 
able to spend enough money to dev elop 
drugs or to advertise them. Now, that’s a le- 
gitimate problem. Nobody ever talks about 
this. You haven’t heard any of this in the de- 
bate, have you? That’s what the real deal is. 

Now, here’s my issue. Surely to goodness 
the answer to their problem is not continuing 
to deny the elderly people of America the 
right to have the medicine they need to stay 
alive and improve the quality ‘of their lives. 

Now, so let’s fix the people’s problem. If 
you live to be 65 in America today, your life 
expectancy is §2 years, and it’s going to go 
up. And with the human genome project, 
there are young women in this audience who 
have yet to have their first children. Within 
the next 10 years, they'll start having babies 
with a life expectancy of 90 years. You mark 
it down. It’s going to happen. 

Now, if that’s going to happen, we've got 
to think about what life’s going to be like. 
The answer to the drug companies’ problem 
is not to deprive our seniors of the ability 
to buy affordable prescription drugs. This is 
crazy. This is wrong. 

So what I say is, vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman and Maria and our crowd and 
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take care of the seniors. And those folks have 
a lot of money and influence, in case you 
hadn’t noticed. And even though we don’t 
let them tell us how to vote, we’re not against 
them, and we'll figure out how to solve their 
problem. There’s got to be a solution to their 
problem that does not require us to punish 
the seniors of America by depriving them of 
the medicine they need. 

I could give you the same arguments on 
education. We’re for 100,000 teachers, small- 
er classes, modernizing our schools, pre- 
school and after school for every kid who 
needs it, and accountability and choice 
through charter schools, which the Demo- 
crats brought to America. We had one char- 
ter school in the whole country when I was 
elected. We got 1,700 now, and Al Gore 
wants to triple the number of them. That was 
our initiative. 

They're for accountability, but they don’t 
want to invest in the specific things that the 
educators and the research tells us works. 
And let me tell you, it’s a big myth that you 

can’t turn these public schools around. In the 
last 8 years, the dropout rate is down; the 
graduation rate is up. There has been a two- 
thirds increase in the number of our kids tak- 
ing advance placement tests, 300 percent in- 
crease in Hispanic kids taking advance place- 
ment courses, 500 percent increase in 
African-American kids taking advance place- 
ment courses, all-time high college-going 
rate. You can turn these schools around. 

I think our plan is better than theirs. And 
I think Gary Locke can do more with what 
the Democrats will do, plus which, we'll in- 
vest more. So if you want the education for 
your children that is most likely to really 
work, you've got to vote for Gary Locke and 
for Maria and for Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman. There is a difference. There is 
a difference. 

Now, I could give you a lot of other exam- 
ples. Just listen to this. We’re for a real hate 
crimes bill, and they're not. If you heard the 
second debate, you ‘know that. Oh, there was 
a little shoveling around. And I want to put 
it on the table. It wasn’t clear from the de- 
bate what was going on. The reason the Re- 
publicans are not for our hate crimes bill and 
the reason that James Byrd’s family in Texas 
was shut out of getting the hate crimes bill 
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they wanted in Texas is that they don’t want 
to make their right wing mad by including 
gays in protection against hate crimes. Now, 
that’s what is going on. 

We had an event in Washington with the 
police commissioner from Wyoming who had 
to supervise the investigation in the Matthew 
Shepard case. And he said that it changed 
his whole life. He met that young man’s fam- 
ily and his friends, and he realized how badly 
he needed Federal hate crimes legislation so 
the Federal Government could come in and 
help him work that case and develop 
There is a difference. 

We're for the employment and non- 
discrimination law, and they're not. We're for 
a minimum wage increase, and they're not. 
We think we ought to keep a woman’s right 
to choose, and they don’t. There’s a dif- 
ference. 

And the environment, there’s been a com- 
mitment—lI will say that the other side has 
been clearer on the environment. The Re- 
publican nominee has said if he’s elected, he 
will reverse my order setting aside 43 million 
roadless acres in the national forests. The Au- 
dubon Society said it was the most significant 
conservation move in 40 years. He says they 
will review all the national monuments we 
established. And they will relax some 
of the air standards, because they're too hard 
on business. 

Look, anybody who thinks you can’t—we 
got cleaner air, cleaner water, safer food. 
We've cleaned up. 3 times as mz iny toxic waste 
dumps in 8 years as they did in 12. And the 
economy's doing reasonably well under this 
enormous environmental burden I have im- 
posed, you know? But you've got to choose. 
You've got to choose. 

We've got a different crime policy. They 
said that—you know, we believe that we 
should finish putting our 150,000 police on 
the street. And their party is committed to 
repealing that. It’s not just a gun issue. They 
don’t believe that we were right to put— 
we've already put over 100,000, and we're 
on our way to 150,000 police on the street. 
And we've got the lowest crime rate nation- 
ally in 26 years and the lowest murder rate 
in 33 years. 

The y don’t believe in the 3-day waiting pe- 
riod, even though the Brady law—which led 


have 
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to the defeat of some of the Congressmen 
that we lost in Washington State in 1994, be- 
cause they stirred up all the hunters and 
sportsmen, you know? Told them we were 
coming after their guns. You remember all 
that. They're doing it again now. 

Well, let’s just look at the facts here. We 
passed the Brady bill. Half a million felons, 
fugitives, and stalkers couldn’t get handguns 
because we did the background checks. And 
there hasn’t been a single hunter, law-abiding 
hunter or sportsman in Washington State 
that’s missed 5 minutes in the woods in hunt- 
ing season or 5 minutes at any shooting con- 
test because we said criminals should not 
have guns—not one. 

So this is bogus. Now look, these are the 
things you need to talk to people about. It 
will shape the future of our children and 
grandchildren. And you cannot make an easy 
distinction anymore between national and 
State efforts. 

We can’t succeed if Gary Locke is not 
committed to enrolling children in the Chil- 
dren’s Health Insurance Program. We can’t 
succeed if the State of Washington is not 
committed to moving people from welfare 
to work and giving them the support they 
need to stay in the work place. We can’t suc- 
ceed if Washington State doesn’t have a good 
education program. America can’t succeed in 
Washington if you don’t do it. 

On the other hand, what he can do will 
be severely limited or enhanced by who gets 
elected President and who gets elected to 
the Senate and who gets elected to the 
House. So I want to say to you again, these 
elections are tight. They're tight because the 
other guys have figured out they can’t really 
do what they did in 95 and ’96 and ’97 and 
98, so they've got to blur the differences in- 
stead of clarify them, and they've got a bunch 
of money to do it. 

What you have to do is clarify the dif- 
ferences. You know the American people 
nearly always get it right. We wouldn’t be 
around here after 224 years if the American 
—- didn’t nearly always get it right, if they 
ave enough information, they understand 
what it means, and they have time enough 
to digest it. 

And I am telling you—you just think about 
this tomorrow when you get up—every one 
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of you come in contact with people who are 
friends of yours who trust you, every day, 
who will never come to an event like this, 
never hear this kind of discussion. You need 
to tell them why you were here. You need 
to tell them what you believe they ought to 
do, what the differences are 
sequences are. 

And let me just close with this. You know, 
my party has a new leader. My family has 
a new candidate. I’m not running for any- 
thing. [Laughter] I am profoundly grateful 
for the chance I have had to serve. And I 
have done everything I know to do to turn 
the country around, to pull us together and 
move us forward. But in America, our public 
life is always about tomorrow. 


» what the con- 


Maybe once in every 50 years a country 
gets a chance like we have now, where the 
economy's doing well, the social indicators 
are improving, there’s a lot of national self- 
confidence, there’s no overwhelming threat 
to our security abroad or crisis within. The 
world will never be free of problems. But 
once in 50 years you get in shape like this, 
where you can really imagine what you want 
the future to be like for your children and 
grandchildren and then go out and build it. 

We ought to be elated to have this elec- 
tion. It should have nothing to do with per- 
sonal attacks. We should posit that our oppo- 
nents are good people who love their families 
and love their country and will do what they 
believe. But we have to make sure people 
know that what we believe and what they 
believe on critical things are different, and 
the consequences are profound. 

When Al Gore says in his speeches that 
you ain't seen nothing yet, I know it may 
sound like a political slogan. But I’m not run- 
ning for anything, and I believe that. I believe 
the best is still out there. I believe that you 
have no idea where the information revolu- 
tion, where the biotechnology revolution, 
and where the globalization of not just com- 
merce but societies, are going to lead us. 

And the children in this audience can live 
in the most peaceful, prosperous, exciting 
time the world has ever known. But we have 
to make the right decisions. And now, for 
America and for Washington State, the right 
decisions are Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Maria 
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Cantwell, Gary Locke, and our candidates for 
the Congress. 
Thank you, and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom at the Westin Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to State Attorney General 
Christine O. Gregoire; Gov. Locke’s wife, Mona 
Lee Locke; Mayor Paul Schell of Seattle; Paul 
Berendt, chair, Washington State Democratic 
Party; Edward G. Rendell, general chair, Demo- 
cratic National Committee; Rick Larson, can- 
didate for Washington’s Second Congressional 
District; Maria Cantwell, candidate for U.S. Sen- 
ate from Washington; Comdr. Kirk S. Lippold, 
Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Cole; Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; Presi- 
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President 
Vojislav Kostunica of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); and Special 
Envoy Vice Marshal Cho Myong-nok of North 
Korea. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Dinner for Governor 
Gary Locke and Representative Jay 
Inslee in Seattle 

October 14, 2000 


Thank you very much. First of all, I’m de- 
lighted to be here, and I think I should begin 
by thanking Jay Inslee for explaining why it 
is impossible for me at this moment in my 
life’s history to root for Seattle in this baseball 
conference. [Laughter] I think it’s the only 
issue I’ve ever been on the opposite side of 
Washington State in 8 years. And I thank you 
for the dispensation. [Laughter] 

| want to thank Governor Locke and Mona 
for their friendship to Hillary and me. And 
I thank him for his extraordinary leadership. 
I can see by your presence here and the en- 
thusiasm of the crowd we were with before, 
just a few moments ago, that he’s going to 
be reelected, and it’s very, very important. 
I want you to stay with him and help him 
and make sure. He deserves to be reelected. 

Maybe it’s just because I was a Governor 
a dozen years, and I don’t think I ever would 
have gotten tired of it. But I know that noth- 
ing that we do in Washington, even if we 
make the right decisions, fully hits home in 
the lives of the American people in edu- 
cation, in health care, in the environment, 
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in many other areas, unless there is a good, 
And he strong 
Governor, and he is a good man, and I thank 
you for your support of him. 

[ want to thank Mayor Schell for being 
and Pam. I was laughing—you know, 
we're kind of enjoying being here tonight, 
he and I. The last time e had 

little trouble when we here. 
Laughter} 

But I want to say to you, | still think it 
was important for Seattle to host that meet- 
ing. And in the future, since there is no turn- 
ing back from tomorrow’s world, people will 


strong Governor. is a good, 


here 


I was here, w 


more were 


look back on that meeting and what was said 
there in reaffirming that our belief that it 
is possible to build a global economy with 
a human face, and they will say they were 
right, and Seattle will be credited with the 
difficult but profoundly important mag 
in the history of global relations. And so 
hope you will alw ays keep that in mind. 

I want to thank Rick Larson for running 
for Congress. I want to thank your State party 
chair, and I want to thank my good buddy 
Ed Rendell for coming all the way from 
Philadelphia to be with us tonight and for 
his extraordinary leadership for the Demo- 
cratic National Committee. I thank all your 
State officials for being here, and Deborah 
Senn, thank you, especially, for being here, 
and it’s good to see you. 

Oh, I’m supposed to make an important 
announcement. Tomorrow is the Lockes’ 
sixth wedding anniversary. I can tell you, it’s 
not as ay your 6th, as your 25th— 
(laughter|—but you still need to come up 
with something. [Laughter] We had a great 
week lest—we heal to actually schedule our 
25th wedding anniversary, now that my wife’s 
running for the Senate and I’m running 
around here trying to help other folks. 
[Laughter] 

Let me say, too, I want to say to Jay and 
Trudi, I thank you for the service that you, 
Jay, rendered in Congress. Then, when you 
lost your seat, I thank you for the service 
you rendered to the administration. I thank 
you for having the courage to run again. And 
I thank you, Maria Cantwell, for having the 
courage to run again. 

You know, this is a time of—a difficult 
time for me, personally, as you might imag- 
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ine, because we lost those fine young sailors 
a couple of days ago on the ship in Yemen. 
And most of them were just good, young peo- 
ple who wanted to make their way in life 
by serving their country. And they were just 
doing their duty. The “y bore no aggressive in- 
tentions toward anyone, and the -y were killed 
by someone thought he could hurt 
America or break our desire to advance 
peace and freedom or thought somehow it’s 
morally okay to kill people who disagree with 
you, no matter how defenseless the “y are and 
how unfair the fight. We started bringing 
those kids home today, and we're going to 
have a big memorial for them Wednesday. 

So I'd like to begin by just asking you to- 
night when you go home to say a prayer for 
their families and those that are wounded 
and those that are back there still on that 
ship. They saved the ship, and they're pretty 
traumatized, too. 

But it’s a humbling reminder that even in 
times of peace, freedom is not free. You will 
never know—I’m not even sure I know— 
how many conflicts have been prevented and 
how many lives have been saved, how many 
profound troubles avoided just because peo- 
ple like those young men and women that 
were on the U.S.S. Cole show up for duty 
every day. And I’m very grateful for them. 

And of course, several of you mentioned 
to me tonight, a couple of people here at 
dinner and the people I’ve seen earlier in 
Washington, about the Middle East. And I’m 
going to leave tomorrow afternoon and fly 
to Egypt and attempt to get the parties to- 
gether and try to get rid of the violence and 
get back to the path of peace. 

It was ironic. When I was out at the airport 
earlier today, a man whom I had known years 
ago came up to me with a printed copy of 
a September 19th, 1993—of the speech I 
gave with Yitzhak Rabin and Chairman 
Arafat when we signed the Israeli-Palestinian 
accords, and he wanted me to sign it. I think 
it may have just been—it was pure coinci- 
dence. I think it was the only thing he had 
that I had given him that he could ask me 
to sign. 

But I said, 


who 


“Do you mind if I stop and 
read this?” I was standing in the airport. And 
so he gave it to me, and I read it again. And 
I thought about that beautiful late summer 
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day and how we felt then and all the good 
things that have happened since then and 
how sad it all is now. And I was praying that, 
somehow, we might be able to recover, in 
the spirit of the leaders and the people, what 
was felt then in that happy moment. 

I say that to make this point: In public 
life, there are issues, and there are issues. 
There are things that are important for votes, 
and then there are things that are important 
for life and for who we are as a people. Maria 
mentioned one earlier when she talked about 
Jay Inslee voting for the assault weapons ban 
and having to endure the wrath of people 
saying he was trying to take the guns away 
from the hunters and all that stuff. 

The biggest problem the world has today 
is basically the oldest problem of human soci- 
ety. I know I’m here in the city of the future, 
this place that’s most connected to the rest 
of the world and maybe the most wired city 
in the country. [Laughter] But you think 


about it. You think i ae what I spend my 


time doing: Northern Ireland; the Balkans; 
the work we did to try to end the North Ko- 
rean nuclear program and get them to deal 
with each other again, which has borne such 
great success and gotten President Kim his 
much-deserved Nobel Prize—all these 
things—the tribal wars in Africa. Nelson 
Mandela asked me to fly the other day to 
Tanzania to try to help to secure the Burundi 
peace accord because they killed a couple 
hundred thousand people in Burundi right 
before the Rwandan slaughter at the begin- 
ning of the last decade, and they're trying 
to get out of it and not repeat it again—and 
of course, the heartbreaking events ‘of the last 
few days in the Middle East. 

No matter how modern we get, we’re still 
bedeviled by this old problem that we are— 
we don’t understand people who are dif- 
ferent than us. And it’s easy when you don’t 
fully understand people not to trust them, 
and then when you stop trusting them, it’s 
easy to fear them and to misjudge them. And 
then it’s easy for fear to turn into animosity 
and animosity to outright hatred, and out- 
right hatred to the legitimization of violence, 
and then, because you have to live with the 
violence, you almost dehumanize the people 
just because they're different from you. 
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Now, not so very long ago, we had Hillary 
sponsoring an ev ent at the White House on 
the role of the digital chip in the computer 
information technology revolution in the 
human genome project. And we had Vint 
Cerf there, and we had a guy representing 
the IT folks, and we had a guy named Eric 

Lander, who is a scientist from Harvard, talk- 
ing about—who is an expert in the whole de- 
velopment of the human genome. And Land- 
er was saying if it hadn’t been for the digital 
chip, we never could have uncovered the— 
we could never have mapped the genome. 

And so, we started asking questions. We 
said, “Well, what was the most surprising 
thing that you found?” And he said, “Well, 
we're more than 99.9 percent the same.’ * And 
he said, what was even more interesting to 
him was that if you took like five different 
racial and ethnic groups—you know, 100 
Irish-Americans, 100 African-Americans, 100 
Chinese-Americans and so forth—that the 
genetic differences among individuals within 
the group would be greater than the dif- 
ferences in the profile from group to group. 

Now, why am I saying all this, besides the 
fact that I’ve got to get my head in the right 
place for tomorrow? [Laughter] Because all 
of life—I’m old enough now to know this— 
all of life is like a continuing struggle, first 
of all, to understand some fundamental 
things about life, and second, what you've 
figured out to live by. We all have to organize 
life, you know, in a certain way. I can’t not 
see Gary Locke as a Chinese-American. In 
fact, I think it’s a good thing that I see him 
that way. It makes it more interesting. He’s 
different from me. His roots are different. 

But when you organize reality into cat- 
egories, you have to know where the validity 
of the categories stop. And we have to under- 
stand that nobody has perfect wisdom. And 
it’s—when we get to believing that we’re ab- 
solutely sure about those who are different 
from us, and our certainty takes on a negative 
turn, we can get in a world of hurt in a very 
short time. 

And so I say that to make this point. What 
happens in the Middle East ultimately de- 
pends upon what they decide to do. All I 

can do is try to find the words and the moral 
and the physical support to help the path of 
peace and to make sure that we stand up 
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for the right values and reaffirm our historic 
ties to Israel. 

But over the long run, if we want to do 
good things around the world, we first have 
to be good at home. That’s why I think the 
most important issues, even more important 
than the economic issues, are the issues that 
strengthen the ties that bind us, even as we 
respect our increasing diversity 

I was telling the other crowd—lI gave more 
of a political speech at the early two events, 
but you know, it’s 11 a.m. on my body 
clock 


Laughter| But what I was trying to say at 


mavbe I’m just too old to do it now. 


these earlier meetings, I want to reiterate 
today 

| don’t—I never liked all this personal at- 
tack business very much, but I love a good 
debate, because where there are honest dif- 
ferences, they ought to be stated clearly and 
argued out. And in this election 
whether we're talking about the Presidency 
or the governorship or this profoundly im- 
portant Senate seat or the House seats that 
you have at stake here, there are these huge 
differences. 


season, 


Basically, we Democrats believe in a uni- 

fying vision of our public life. We believe, 
first of all, that everybody who is a respon- 
sible citizen ought to be part of our public 
life. So we're for hate crimes legislation and 
the “Employment Nondiscrimination Act,” 
and their side isn’t. Basically, we believe in 
stronger enforcement of the equal pay laws 
for women. We believe in things that bring 
us together. 
y, we believe that everybody that 
works hard ought to have a shot at the Amer- 
ican dream. We think the people that served 
this dinner tonight ought to have the same 
chance to send their kids to college that those 
of us who could pay to eat here do. That’s 
basically what we believe. 


Secondly 


And thirdly, we don’t mind fighting, but 
we don’t think that we ought to be fighting 
over false choices. We think you can be pro- 
business and pro-labor, pro-growth and pro- 
environment. And we think that we've got 
to get this business about our racial, religious, 
gender, disability, sexual orientation, all these 
differences—we've got to figure out what 
they mean, respect our differences, and reaf- 
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firm the primacy of our common humanity. 
Now, that’s what we believe. 

I think—you know, the evidence is that 
it’s worked out pretty well for America in 
the last 8 years. And so—and I feel a special 
debt to Maria Cantwell and to Jay Inslee, 
because they literally risked their whole po- 
litical careers to do the right thing for Amer- 
ica on turning the economy around and get- 
ting the crime rate down. They did. 

I understand that Maria has now been at- 
tacked by a highly selective description of her 
vote for our economic plan. The truth is, al- 
most all the tax increases in the economic 
plan were paid by 1.5 percent of the Amer- 
ican people, and it was impossible to put to- 
gether a package that would satisfy every- 
body. We also cut hundreds and hundreds 
of programs, and we cut taxes for 15 million 
Americans who were lower income working 
people with children. 

But the main thing we had to do was to 
get a hold of the thing. We had to get the 
deficit down. When I took office, the deficit 
was $290 billion; interest rates were high; 
growth was low. Do you know what the pro- 
jected deficit for this year was? When I took 
office, $455 billion. The debt of the country 
had quadrupled in the previous 12 years. 

So we had to do something about it. And 
we didn’t have a vote to spare—not one— 
because the other side wouldn't give us a 
vote—not one. So Maria’s opponent was giv- 
ing speeches like all the others, said, “This 
is the end of the world. This will end civiliza- 
tion as we know it if Bill Clinton’s economic 
plan passes.” [Laughter] “It will lead to a re- 
cession. It will deepen the deficits. It will 
cost American jobs.” Time has not been kind 
to their predictions. [Laughter] And | 
don’t—so now, they have a $230 billion sur- 
plus, and they want you to believe it just hap- 
pened. [Laughter] 

I thought the best line in Al Gore’s first 
debate was when his opponent said, “I think 
the economy's done a lot more for Clinton- 
Gore than Clinton-Gore did for the econ- 
omy.” That's what I think. And that was a 
good line, you know. It was a pretty good 
line. [Laughter] | mean, you know, you've 
got to appreciate it when they hit you a good 
lick. [Laughter] So I said—and Al Gore said, 
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“Yes, you know, the American pe ople de- 
serve most of the credit. But you know some- 
thing? I think they were working pretty hard 
before we came in, too, and the results were 
very different.” 

So here’s the first thing I want to tell you. 
This country has a chance that comes along 
once every 50 years or so to build the future 
of our dreams for our kids and our grand- 
children. In my lifetime, we've never had, 
at the same time, so much economic pros- 
perity, social progress, national self-con- 
fidence, with the absence of paralyzing do- 
mestic crisis or external threat. 

Do we have problems? You bet we do. 
Could they get out of hand? There’s no such 
thing as a life without danger. There’s—none 
of it is totally predictable, but this is the best 
shape we've been in, in 50 years. And those 
of us that are—that know better will never 
forgive ourselves if we don’t use this oppor- 
tunity and make the most of it. 

So what I would like to say to you is, there 
are huge differences between our candidates 
for President, Vice President, Senate, Con- 
gress, Governor, the whole 9 yards. If the 
people understand clearly what the dif- 
ferences are and what the consequences to 
them and their families and communities are, 
we win. Which is why, if you watch these 
debates, you will see that only one side wants 
you to know what the differences are. 
[Laughter] The other side wants to blur the 
differences. They tried clarity in the early 
Gingrich years and it didn’t work out too 
well. [Laughter] 

But I say that with all respect, actually, 
because their policies haven’t changed all 
that much. So let me just mention two or 
three things, because here’s what I’m asking 
you to do. Thank you for your money for 
these candidates. Thank you very much. 
They need it. They've got to be able to an- 
swer the other guy’s attacks. They've got to 
be able to put their positive message on. 
Thank you. 

But there are a lot of undecided voters 
that basically don’t know how to make heads 
or tails of these ads that are running and will 
never come to an event like this, that are 
your friends. Every one of you have got a 
lot of friends that have never been to an 
event like this, never will come to an event 
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like this, can’t imagine why you paid the 
money to come to an event like this. [Laugh- 
ter] Is that right? Can’t imagine why you paid 
the money to come to an event like this, but 
they will show up and vote. They will be 
there on election day, sure as the world, be- 
cause they're good citizens and they want to 
be patriots. 

And if they ask you why you came and 
why they ought to vote for Al Gore and Joe 
Lieberman or Maria Cantwell or Gary Locke 
or Jay Inslee, what are you going to say? That 
goes to this very point. You've got the chance 
to build the future of your dreams for your 
children. 

Here’s what I hope you will say, very brief- 
ly. Number one, on the economy, you want 
to keep the prosperity going by building on 
the direction of the last 8 years, or would 
you prefer to go back to the policy that was 
in place before? 

Now, here’s my argument. A] Gore says, 
“Vote for me, and I'll get us out of debt in 
12 years, and we'll still have enough money 
to invest in education, health care, and the 
environment and defense. And I'll give you 
the tax cut I can afford, not the one that 
sounds the best, but the one we can afford 
that the most people need the most for edu- 
cating their kids, for long-term care, for child 
care, for retirement savings. But I won't give 
you so much that we can’t pay the debt down, 
because you all benefit from that. Because 
when we pay the debt down, it keeps interest 
rates lower, and that’s the best tax cut we 
can give you. Low interest rates means lower 
home mortgages, lower business loans, lower 
car payments, lower college loan payments, 
and a better stock market.” Now, that’s our 
shtick. 

Their guys say, “This is your money, and 
the Democrats think Government knows 
best. We're going to give you 3 times as much 
back, and we're going to partially privatize 
Social Security so you can make some more 
money. And, oh by the way, yes, it does cost 
a trillion dollars to do that.” 

Now, you need to know, why does it cost 

a trillion dollars to do it? Because Social Se- 
curity—Gore’s program takes Social Security 
to 2054. The Republican program, it goes 
broke right now. In 2037—the Republican 
program makes it go broke sooner unless 
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they put money into it. Why? Because if 
you're under 45, they're going to give you 

2 pe rcent of your payroll back, but if you’re 
55 or at includes me next year, 
though I ‘wit it—{laughter|—they guarantee 
what you're going to get anyway. 

So if you young pe ople take money out 
and I get guaranteed what I’m supposed to 
get anyway, where is the money going to 
come from to give me what I’ve been guaran- 
teed? This is their program. And they admit- 
ted in the first debate—to me, that was the 
story of the first debate, and I looked in vain 
for somebody to say this was significant— 
finally, they admitted, the nominee of the 
Re pub lican Party admitted, “Yes, we'll take 
a trillion dollars out of the surplus.” So if 
you take $1.5 trillion for a tax cut and $1 
trillion to privatize Social Security and hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars of spending they 
promise, you're back in the deficit. 

Now, most of you in this room would get 
a better deal under them, but a lot of you 
wouldn't. It’s not true that Al Gore’s plan 


doesn’t help 50 million people. The basic 
math is that 32 million people wouldn't get 


a break under his plan, and 27 million 
wouldn’t get a break under the Bush plan. 
But it also is true that people in upper 
income groups, and some others—very 
few—would get more under the Bush plan. 
Most people get more under the Gore plan. 
But the main thing is, everybody gets more 
if their interest rates are lower. One » plan pays 
off the debt, and the other one continues the 
debt. Now, this is a big choice. 
People ask me all the time, now that I’m 
almost a has-been, they come to me and 
say—they say—{laughter|—“You know, you 
had such a brilliant economic team. You 
know, Bob Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen and all 
those a ople, they're so brilliant. What great 
new idea did you bring to Washington?” And 
I always say, “Arithmetic”—{laughter|— 
“arithmetic to W ashington. And lo and be- 
hold, it worked + well there as it did in my 
first grade class.” [Laughter] 
Now, look, there’ s a lot of fancy—we de- 
cided to bail out Mexico. We were for the 
right telecommunications law, and it was pro- 
competition, and a lot of you were benefited 
from that because we did the right thing for 
America. But we started with arithmetic. 
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Now, so you've got one crowd that says, 
“Okay, let’s stick with arithmetic, but keep 
changing.” That’s Gore, Lieberman, Maria, 
Jay, Gary. Then you've got the other crowd 
that says, “They've built up such a big sur- 
plus. Let us try it our way ag ain and see if 
it works better the second time.” [Laughter] 
And I kind of admire them, you know, be- 
cause evidence never fazes them. [Laughter] 
You've got to kind of admire that, you know. 
I mean, they know what they believe, and 
they just go right with it. [Laughter] But 
we’re all having a good time here, but I don’t 
think everybody in Washington State under- 
stands this difference. Do you? But this is 
clear. If you can come to this dinner tonight, 
you can sure explain to people how lower 
interest rates are good for them and paying 
off the debt’s good for them and not giving 
away tax money before it’s there is good for 
them. 

There’s something else. When you read all 
these skeptical press analyses saying, “Well, 
maybe Gore’s plan’s too much, just like 
Bush’s. Maybe there are pox on both their 
houses.” Let me tell you something. People 
that write that have never practiced politics. 
What do I mean by that? 

You can say, “I would like to spend this 
amount of money on education over the next 
10 years. But if the money doesn’t come in, 
I won't spend it.” But if you cut taxes today, 
it’s gone. That’s the difference. And if you 
privatize the Social Security system, you've 
got to spend the trillion to make the guaran- 
tees to the people that you promised are 
going to get their benefits. That’s a breath- 
taking, practical difference. 

So you need to tell people this. If you like 
where you are now compared to where you 
were 8 years ago and you want to keep it 
going in the same direction, you’ve got to 
vote for Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Maria 
Cantwell, Jay Inslee, and Gary Locke, period. 
That’s the economic deal. That’s clear. 

Now, the same thing is true in health care. 
We're for a real Patients’ Bill of Rights, and 
they're not. And theyre not because the 
health insurers don’t want it, because they 
don’t want to ever be sued and they think 
it will raise the cost of health care. Well, 
that’s a serious concern. It’s a legitimate con- 
cern. 
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The problem is, if you’re stuck in an HMO 
and your doctor wants you to see a specialist 
and you don’t have a lot of time to fool 
around with it, vou need to be able to do 
it. If you work for some company and your 
company —- providers and you're in the 
middle of 1 chemotherapy treatment or 
you're 6 miele pregnant, you don’t want 
to have to change your doctor before you 
have your baby or you finish your treatment. 
If you get hit in the middle of a big city by 
a car, you don’t want to have to pass three 
hospitals before you find an emergency room 
that’s covered by your plan. You w ant to go 
to the nearest emergency room. 

Now, I did all this for people under Fed- 
eral insurance. You know what it cost us? A 
buck a premium a month. Do you know what 
the Republicans say it would cost to do it 
nationally? Even them—and keep in mind, 
they're going with the other crowd—even 
they admit it’s less than $2 a month. 

Now, I'd spend $23 a year to know that 
you could go to the nearest emergency room 
if you get hit coming out here. And I think 
most Americans would. It’s a big difference. 
We're for a Medicare prescription drug plan 
that covers all seniors that need it. They say 
that we're trying to force—have you seen 
these ads saying they're trying to force people 
into a Government HMO? That’s the biggest 
load of hooey I ever heard in my life. [Laugh- 
ter] Medicare is not an HMO. Medicare is 
a fee-for-service plan with a 1.5 percent ad- 
ministrative overhead, less than any HMO 
in the world. And if you want to go into an 
HMO because they give you more benefits, 
you can do it, but you don’t have to. It’s to- 
tally your choice. 

Now, did you ever wonder what the real 
deal is on this prescription drug fight we're 
having in Washington? I mean, don’t you 
think it’s funny that the drug companies 
who—the Republic ans can’t be for our plan, 
because the drug companies won't let them. 
But don’t you think it’s funny that they won’t 
let them? Did you ever meet any business 
that didn’t want more customers? Did you 
ever meet a politician that didn’t want more 
votes? [Laughter] 

This is a serious issue. I just want to tell 
you. But it shows you what our values are. 
This is very important. The drug companies 
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have a legitimate issue, but they're going 
about it in the wrong way. We’re fortunate 
to have these pharmaceutical companies in 
our country. They develop lifesaving drugs. 
They lengthen life. They improve the quality 
of life. And parenthetically, they give em- 
ployment to tens of thousands of people, and 
they’re darn good jobs. And it’s good they’re 
here. 

But it costs a lot of money to develop the 
drugs, and they spend a lot of money adver- 
tising it. And they want to sell the drugs 
worldwide, and every other country they 
want to sell them in has price controls, so 
they've got to get 100 percent of the money 
for their worldwide sales for developing the 
drugs and advertising them from Americans. 
Then, once they get the money from us, they 
can sell the drugs everywhere else under 
price controls and do just fine, because it’s 


just the extra cost to make another pill or 


something. 

Now, what they're worried about is, if we 
let all the seniors in the country that need 
medicine they can’t afford buy into our plan, 
they’re afraid that Medicare will have such 
market power—not price controls, market 
power—we can get Americans drugs made 
in America almost as cheap as they can buy 
them made in Canada—I mean, if they were 
in Canada, made in America. That’s what 
they're worried about. 

Now look, you never hear this in the de- 
bate. Everybody always acts like black and 
white, and. they use slogans, and they don’t 
explain to you. This is a legitimate problem. 
If their profit margins get squeezed too 
much, then they won't have the money to 
develop the drugs and advertise them that 
they want. It’s a legitimate problem. 

But their answer to the problem is to leave 
half the seniors who can’t afford medicine 
without the medicine. That’s not America. 
Look, this is a big industry. They've got lots 
of money. They've got a lot of influence in 
W ashington. I say, the Democrats say, “Let’s 
take care of the people who need the medi- 
cine. Then we'll find a way to take care of 
their problem.” We won't run off and leave 
them. We’re not going to let the drug compa- 
nies go broke. We’re glad they're here. We 
love what they do. But the answer to their 
problem, surely to goodness, is not saying to 
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half the seniors in the country, “You can’t 
have the medicine that you need.” 

Now, look, it’s like we could go through 
this—the same thing is true on education. 
Both candidates for President say they're for 
accountability and standards, and that’s true. 
You know, I’ve worked on this for over 20 
years. | think our accountability system is 
better a in theirs. We could argue that out, 
but I won't. Let's just posit they're both for 
accountability, and that’s They say 
they're for accountability, block grants, and 
vouchers, and we're trying to micromanage 
education. That’s what they say. 

Here’s my answer. We're for account- 
ability plus—plus at least 100,000 teachers 
that are well-trained to make classes smaller 
in the early grades, plus the funds to help 
districts build or modernize 6,000 schools 
and repair another 5,000 a year for 5 years. 
So you've got a massive, massive school facili- 
ties crisis in America. 

We're for preschool and after-school and 
summer school for all the kids who need it, 


good. 


and we think people ought to get a tax deduc- 
tion for the cost of college tuition. We think, 
in other words, we should give people the 
tools they need to succeed in an account- 
ability environment. And our major account- 
ability is, identify failing schools, turn them 
around, shut them down, or put them under 


new management. That’s what works best. 
I can tell you; I’ve been fooling with this for 
20 years. That’s what works best. 

Now, they Say we're trying to micro- 
manage the schools. “Why not trust the 
States? Don’t you trust Gary Locke?” ” they 
say. And I say, “Yeah, I do. But there is now 
indisputable research about what works. And 
the teachers and the educators have been 
telling us about this for years.” 

We oniy have 7 percent of the total school 
budget coming from the Federal Govern- 
ment. We have got to put this money where 
it will have the biggest impact. And when 
they tell you we're micromanaging the 
schools, that’s just not true. Under this ad- 
ministration, we have cut regulations on 
States and school districts by two-thirds 
below what they were under the’ previous Re- 
publican administration. All we're doing is 
sending the money where it will do the most 
good. So if you want accountability-plus, in- 
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stead of accountability-minus, 
be for us. 


you ve got to 


So let’s go over it. So if somebody asks 
you tomorrow why were you here, can you 
give them the economic answer? Can you 
give them the health care answer? Can you 
give them the education answer? Can you 
say the Democrats are for hate crimes; 
the »y're for employment nondiscrimination; 
they're for stronger enforcement of the equal 
pay laws for women? Gore is for the right 
to choose, and his opponent's not, and that 
could have a big impact. Can you tell them 
that? 

The environment: This is one area where, 
by the way, there has been surprising clarity, 
just not publicity. Somehow, the people w rit- 
ing about it don’t think it’s important. I think 
it’s real important. The Vice President has 
pledged to build on the environmental 
record of this administration. They say that 
if you vote for them, they will repeal my 
order setting aside 43 million roadless acres 
in the national forest. That was on the debate 
last time. I can’t believe nobody—apparently, 
people didn’t think it was very important. | 
keep reading for something meaningful, 
somebody to say something about that. 

The Audubon Society said that was the 
most important conservation move in the last 
40 years, and theyre going to undo it. 
They're going to undo it. They say they want 
to reexamine all the national monuments I’ve 
set aside. They said that the air pollution 
standards we've set are too tough; they’re 
hurting business. 

I'll tell you what. If I tried to hurt business 
with my environmental policy, I did a poor 
job. [Laughter] I did a poor job. 

But this is a huge difference. And of 
course, there are massive differences on 
crime. And it’s not just on guns. Let’s talk 
about the non-gun issues. In the crime bill 
of 94 that we were talking about, that did 
ban assault weapons—a ban, by the way, that 
will be reauthorized or not in the next Presi- 
dent’s term—we put 100,000 police on the 
street. We got more than 100,000 under- 
budget, ahead of time, so we’re now getting 
funding for another 50,000. And they're 
keeping crimes from happening. It’s not just 
catching criminals quicker. They're keeping 
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crimes from happening. They're doing all this 
community policing. 

Now, their nominee has a commitment, 
public commitment, to abolish that program 
on the theory that the Federal Government 
has got no business working on safe streets. 
The first time I met Ed Rendell in Philadel- 
phia, he took me into a neighborhood where 
he used some Federal money that the Demo- 
cratic Congress and the previous Republican 
administration had given him to clean up the 
streets. 

Now, they're to the right of that. They said 
they're going to get rid of the COPS pro- 
gram. So you've got a choice here. We've got 
the lowest crime rate in 26 years, the lowest 
murder rate in 33 years. You can say, “I don’t 
think this policy had anything to do with that” 
if you want to gamble with that and vote for 
them. 

You heard them say in the debate—the 
debate made clear that our side is for the 
3-day waiting period, including at gun shows, 
to do bac kground checks, and their side’s not. 

Now, I listened to all this in ’94. It broke 
my heart. I don’t know how many House 
Members that the NRA beat in '94, but a 
bunch of them here in Washington. We took 
the awfulest licking here we did than any 
State in the country, and the NRA had a lot 
to do with it. I take my hat off to them. They 
succeeded in scaring the living daylights out 
of a bunch of voters. They told them all we 
were coming after their guns. 

They did that in New Hampshire, too. I 
went back in New Hampshire, and I got 200 
hunters together, and I said, “I want to tell 
you something. You beat a Congressman 
here 2 years ago because he voted with me 
for the Brady bill and the assault weapons 
ban, and if any of you missed a day or an 
hour in the deer woods, I want you to vote 
against me this time. But if you didn’t, they 
didn’t tell you the truth, and you ought to 
get even.” And I say that again here. 

Nobody, none of these W: ashington hunt- 
ers or sportsmen have missed a minute in 
any hunting season or a minute in any sport 
shooting contest. They have been terrified 
and scared and misled. All we ever tried to 
do was to keep guns out of the hands of 
criminals and children and take basic, pre- 
cautionary measures. 
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Now, this is a big deal. This is a big deal. 
So—now, look—[applause]. Wait a minute. 
Thank you. Wait a minute. I’m done. You 
don’t have to sit down. I’m done. [Laughter] 
When you go home tonight, you give yourself 
a test. [Laughter] How much of this can you 
say? And promise yourself that every friend 
you see between now and election that you 
know good and well would never come to 
a deal like this, you will share some of this 
with them. I promise you, if people under- 
stand what the differences are and what the 
consequences are, our crowd will do fine, be- 
cause the American people nearly always get 
it right. 

And the last thing I want to say is this. 
Al Gore often says in his speeches, * ‘You ain’t 
seen nothin’ yet.” And I guess maybe it 
sounds like a political statement. But as you 
know, I’m not running for anything, and I 
believe that. [Laughter] I believe that. It 
takes a long time to turn a country around. 
And we've been working on turning this 
country around, pulling it together, moving 
it forward. But you just think of that. You 
think about babies being born sometime the 
next 10 years with the life expectancy of 90 
years. 

Most of you are going to live to see what’s 
in the black holes in outer space and what's 
in the deepest depths of the ocean. We're 
just that close to cracking the chemical bar- 
riers to converting biomass into fuel in an 
efficient way. Right now, to make ethanol or 
any biofuel, it takes 7 gallons of gasoline to 
make 8 gallons of fuel. If we get just a little 
more chemical progress, we'll be able to take 
1 gallon of gasoline and make 8 gallons of 
biofuel, and when that — we'll all be 
getting 500 miles to the gallon. You can for- 
get about worrying about that. [Laughter] 

Look, all of this stuff is out there, which 
is why, by the way, these racial and ethnic 
and other fights and religious fights are so 
maddening, because it will make it possible 
for children in the poorest places in the world 
to participate in a common future. It’s all out 
there. But we’ve got to make the right deci- 
sion. And these elections are going to be 
close. We're going to be outspent. But if we 
have clarity, if the people know—understand 
what the differences are and what the con- 
sequences are, we will do fine. 
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So I'm putting it on you. You've been real 
nice to me tonight, and J shouldn’t do this, 
but I’m putting it on you. Eve ry day between 
now and the election, you will see somebody 
that will never come to one of these deals, 
and you can turn them. You can get them 
to come. And I promise you, you w vill never 
have another election where it will matter 
more. So do what you can, and we'll have 
a great celebration. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 


NOTE 


Cascade 


The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. in the 
Room at the Westin Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Gov. Locke’s wife, Mona 
Locke; Mayor Paul Schell of Seattle and his 
Pam; Deborah Senn, candidate for U.S. Sen- 
ate from Washington; Rick Larson, candidate for 
Washington's Second Congressional District; Paul 
Berendt, chair, Washington State Democratic 
Party; Edward G. Rendell, general chair, Demo- 
cratic National Committee; Representative 
Inslee’s wife, Trudi; Maria Cantwell, candidate for 
U.S. Senate from Washington; Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; President Kim 
Dae-jung of South Korea; former President Nel- 
son Mandela of South Africa; Vinton G. Cerf, sen- 
ior vice president of Internet architecture and 
technology, MCI WorldCom; Eric Lander, direc- 
tor, Whitehead/MIT Center for Genome Re- 
search; Republican Presidential nominee Gov. 
George W. Bush; and former Secretaries of the 
Treasury Robert E. Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen. 
Representative Inslee is a candidate for reelection 
in Washington’s First Congressional District. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks 


Lee 


wile, 


Statement on the 1999 Uniform 
Crime Report 
October 15, 2000 


The final 1999 Uniform Crime Report re- 
leased today by the FBI confirms that for 
the 8th year in a row—and for the longest 
period ever recorded—crime has fallen all 
across the country, improving the quality of 
life and safety of American families. The re- 

ort shows that overall crime, as well as vio- 
=e and property crime, fell more than 7 per- 
cent from 1998 and 1999. Crime is down in 
communities of every region and size across 
the nation. 

Crime rates rose steadily through much of 
the 1980's. Since Vice President Gore and 
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I took office, our Nation has come together 
to reverse those trends. Our administration 
focused on giving communities more and 
better tools to improve public safety, includ- 
ing 100,000 more police for our streets, 
stronger gun laws, and smart prevention. 
C ombined with the dedication of police and 
communities across the country, these tools 
are making a major difference. The overall 
crime rate is at a 26-year low; the murder 
rate is at a 33-year low; and the violent crime 
rate is down to its lowest point in over two 
decades. We must do more to ensure that 
these downward trends continue. Today 
call on Congress to reauthorize the COPS 
program to hire up to 50,000 more commu- 
nity police officers, send me a budget that 
funds our COPS program and other vital 
crime-fighting initiatives, and pass common- 
sense gun legislation to keep guns out of the 
wrong hands. By working together, we can 
continue our Nation’s un recedented suc- 
cess in reducing crime a make America’s 
streets even safer. 


NOTE: This statement was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 13 but 
was embargoed for release until 6 p.m., October 
15. 


Remarks at the Opening of the 
Plenary Session of the Middle East 
Summit in Sharm al-Sheikh, Egypt 
October 16, 2000 


Well, first of all, 1 would like to thank you, 
President Mubarak, for having us all here, 
for providing an opportunity for the Palestin- 
ians and the Israelis to come together and 
to talk and for us all to try to save the peace 
process. 

I thank His Majesty, the King of Jordan; 
and the Secretary-General of the United Na- 
tions, who has been working very hard out 
here, and we're grateful for him; and my 
good friend Javier Solana from the European 
Union—for all being here. 

I think it’s very important that we all be 
quite honest and blunt with each other, but 
we be sober and serious about this. We’re 
here because we would like to achieve three 
objectives. We want to end the violence and 
restore security cooperation. We hope to 
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achieve agreement on an objective and fair 
factfinding process on what happened to 
bring us to this sad point and how we can 
avoid having it ever happen again. And we 
want to get the peace process going. 

The future of the peoples involved here, 
the future of the peace process and the sta- 
bility of the region are at stake. We cannot 
afford to fail here. In order to succeed, 
though once again we have a situation piled 
high with grievance, we have got to move 
beyond blame. We have got to focus on what 
we're going to do tomorrow and the next day 
and the next day. We have to have a bal- 
anced, mutual disengagement, and we have 
to restore the security cooperation and have 
the confidence-building measures necessary 
for people to go about their business and live 
in peace and begin to rebuild the bonds of 
trust. 

The only other thing I want to ask you 
all is just to remember before these terrible 
events how far we have come since Sep- 
tember 19, 1993, when the Palestinians and 
Israelis signed the agreement to find a peace- 
ful future together and resolve their dif- 
ferences peacefully on the lawn of the White 
House. 

We shouldn't give it all up for what has 
happened in the last few weeks. And what 
has happened in these last few weeks re- 
minds us of the terrible alternative to con- 
tinuing to live in peace and to continuing the 
peace process. 

President Mubarak, I am grateful to you, 
again. We can, if we will look to the future 
and proceed in a fair and balanced way, we 
can do what we have to do here, and we 
must do that. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Jolie Ville Golf Resort. In his remarks, he referred 
to President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; King 
Abdullah II of Jordan; United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan; and European Union Coun- 
cil Secretary General Javier Solana, High Rep- 
resentative for the EU Common Foreign and Se- 
curity Policy. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 
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Statement on the Legislative Agenda 
To Bridge the Digital Divide 
October 16, 2000 


I am pleased by a new report released 
today by the Commerce Department, docu- 
menting a sharp increase in the number of 
Americans that have access to computers and 
the Internet. Although much more remains 
to be done to bridge the digital divide and 
create digital opportunity for all Americans, 
I am especially pleased that many low- 
income, rural, iol way households are 
beginning to “get connected” at rates faster 
than the national average. 

Access to these information age tools is be- 
coming critical to full participation in Amer- 
ica’s economic, political, and social life. 
Americans are using the Internet to vote, 
look for work, acquire new skills, and com- 
municate with their children’s teachers. To 
ensure that we continue to make progress 
in bridging the digital divide, I urge Congress 
to fund the initiatives that I have proposed 
in my budget. These include my proposals 
to fully fund community technology centers, 
preparing tomorrow’s teachers to use tech- 
nology, assistive technology for people with 
disabilities, and the Commerce Depart- 
ment’s home Internet access and technology 
opportunity program. 


Statement on the Resignation of 
Barry R. McCaffrey as Director of 
National Drug Control Policy 
October 16, 2000 


General Barry McCaffrey, USA (Ret.), has 
informed me that he will step down in Janu- 
ary as Director of the White House Office 
of National Drug Control Policy, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank and 
commend him for ti extraordinary work in 
meeting one of our Nation’s most pressing 
challenges. General McCaffrey has brought 
to his post the same professionalism, dedica- 
tion, and leadership bw have exemplified his 
40 years of steadfast service to our Nation. 

In accepting this post in 1996, General 
McCaffrey retired from the United States 
Army as its youngest and most decorated 
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four-star general. He had served and com- 
manded with honor from West Point to the 
Dominican Republic to Vietnam to the Per- 
sian Gulf 
Chief, 


awarded the 


Commander in 
Southern Command. He 
Distinguished Service 
our Nation’s second-highest military honor. 

In the nearly 5 years General McCaffrey 
has led our war on drugs, we have made sig- 


and, finally, as 
was twice 


Cross, 


nificant progress both at home and abroad 
We have dramatically increased our counter- 
drug spending and launched a $1 billion pub- 
lic-private media campaign to educate young 
people about the dangers of drug use. Our 
Adolescent drug use 
in the United States dropped 21 percent in 
the past 2 years alone, and drug-related mur- 
at their lowest level in a decade. 
And working with our international partners, 
we have helped to significantly reduce coca 
cultivation in Latin America and helped to 
build a level drug-free playing field for the 
world’s Olympians. 

Our Nation and my administration have 
benefited greatly from General McCaffrey’s 
outstanding dedication, enterprise, and lead- 
ership. He has been a valued member of my 

Cabinet, and I am grateful for his sound 
am confident that he will continue 
to serve our Nation with honor and distinc- 
tion in the years ahead. The First Lady and 
[ wish him and his wife, Jill, all the best in 
their new endeavors. : 


efforts are paying off. 


ders are 


counsel. | 


Statement on the Observance of 
World Food Day 


October 16, 2000 


Today, as we observe World Food Day and 
resolve to continue our work to combat hun- 


ger worldwide, I urge Congress to enact my 
budget proposal to help those here at home 
by ensuring that legal immigrants have access 
to critical nutrition and health assistance. 
Vice President Gore and | believe that legal 
immigrants should have the same economic 
opportunity and bear the same responsibility 
as other members of society. Upon signing 
the welfare reform law, I made a commit- 
ment to reverse unnecessary cuts in benefits 
to legal immigrants that had nothing to do 
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with the law’s goal of moving people from 
welfare to work. 

In 1997 and 1998. 
taking steps to restore eligibility for many 
vulnerable immigrants. Now it is time to re- 
store benefits to other legal immigrants who 
are working hard and playing by the rules 
but are in need of assistance. This action 
would be an important step toward making 
sure this country does its part to reduce hun- 
ger. Congress must also act now to restore 
State options to extend Medicaid and SCHIP 
coverage to vulnerable legal immigrant 
women and children. I look forward to work- 
ing with Members of Congress in these final 
days of the budget negotiations to increase 
access to nutrition assistance and health ben- 
efits for legal immigrants. 


I joined Congress in 


Proclamation 7364—Amending 
Proclamation 7362, Display of the 
Flag at Half-Staff as a Mark of 
Respect for Those Who Died on the 
United States Ship COLE 

October 16, 2000 


y the President of the United States 
America 


A Proclamation 


By the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States of America, and 
in order to extend the display of the flag at 
half-staff as a mark of respect for those who 
died on the United States Ship COLE, it is 
hereby ordered that Proclamation 7362 of 
October 12, 2000, is amended by deleting 
in the first sentence the words “Monday, Oc- 
tober 16” and inserting in their place the 
words “Wednesday, October 18.” 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:51 a.m., October 17, 2000] 


NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 18 
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Joint Remarks With President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt at the Conclusion 
of the Middle East Summit in Sharm 
al-Sheikh 


October 17, 2000 


President Mubarak. In the name of God 
Almighty; to His Excellency, Bill Clinton; His 
Highness, King Abdullah, son of Hussein; 
His Excellency, Prime Minister Barak; Mr. 
Chairman Arafat; U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan; Mr. Javier Solana, High Rep- 
resentative of the European Union: we spent 
the past 2 days since we started our summit 
in constructive discussions and extensive dia- 
log about all the aspects of the escalating situ- 
ation in the occupied Palestinian territories, 
discussions sia at restoring the situation 
back to normal, through withdrawing the oc- 
cupying forces, lifting the blockade, putting 
an end to violent acts, taking measures aim- 
ing at restoring trust and confidence to the 
two Palestinian and Israeli sides, with a view 
to resuming the peace e *fforts after the situa- 
tion is stabilized in the region. 

Before I give the floor to His Excellency, 
President Bill Clinton, the President of the 
United States of America, in his capacity as 
the key sponsor of the peace process, to 

resent his report on the outcome of our re- 
sera efforts over the 2 days, I would like 
to stress a number of key points that we 
should take into account in the stage to come. 

First, the outcome we have reached in this 
summit may not meet the expectations of all 
peoples. However, they constitute at the 
same time a basis on which we can build on 
if we have good intentions and if the real 
desire to achieve peace is there. 

Secondly, the most important thing in the 
vision of all peoples in the days to come is 
the extent to which the two parties are com- 
mitted to implement what has been agreed 
upon precisely and how far they are willing 
to push the peace process forward. Hence, 
the following days will witness redeployment 
of the Israeli forces, lift the blockade im- 
posed on 3 million Palestinian people, re- 
opening airports, ports, crossing points in 
order to pacify the Palestinian streets and 
bring matters back to normal. 

Number three, our ultimate objective 
must and will be reaching a just and com- 
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prehensive peace. We do appreciate the 
leading role assumed by the United States 
of America, the key sponsor of the peace 
process, and the sponsorship of Mr. Bill Clin- 
ton. And we highly commend the role he as- 
sumed including his strenuous efforts he ex- 
erted during this summit, which were 
crowned in reaching an agreement. 

It’s my fervent hope that the peace process 
will go on as planned and that we avoid hav- 
ing recourse to provocative acts, confronta- 
tions. Rather, we have to establish a con- 
structive dialog in order to settle all the unre- 
solved problems, to arrive at a peace agree- 
ment in a context of full respect of religious 
sanctities and the right of peoples to live in 
peace and stability. 

And now I give the floor to His Excellency, 
President Bill Clinton, the President of the 
United States of America. 

President Clinton. First of all, | want to 
thank President Mubarak and his able team 
for making it possible for us to have this 
meeting that we have held in this magnificent 
and beautiful place. I especially want to 
thank President Mubarak for Egypt's con- 
sistent and pivotal partnership in the peace 
process and for playing a critical role in our 
efforts here. I also want to thank His Majesty 
King Abdullah for his steadfast leadership for 
peace, which again was in evidence. 

I would like to thank the E.U. high com- 
missioner, Javier Solana, my longtime friend, 
who worked with me to bring an end to vio- 
lence in the Balkans and now is working in 
the Middle East. And especially I want to 
thank Secretary-General Kofi Annan who has 
been here now in the region for more than 
a week and who has worked tirelessly to bring 
an end to violence and to make this meeting 
possible. 

But of course, the greatest credit for the 
progress we have made today belongs to 
Prime Minister Barak and Chairman Arafat, 
who have had to overcome the difficulties 
of these last several days, and we all recog- 
nize that theirs was the primary decision to 
make. 

Our meeting has not been easy because 
the last 2 weeks have been so hard, a tragic 
and terrible confrontation costing many lives 
and injuries, threatening everything that we 
have worked to achieve between Israelis and 
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Palestinians and throughout the region over 
the past 7 years now. Even as we meet, the 
situation in the territories remains tense. Yes- 
terday again was violent 

This is a reminder of the urgency of break- 
ing the cycle of violence. | believe we have 
real Repairing the 
damage will take time and great effort by all 
of us 

When we here today, we will have 
to work hard to consolidate what we have 
agreed. Let me summarize what has been 
agreed so there will be no misunderstanding. 

Our primary objective has been to end the 
current violence can begin again to 
resume our efforts toward peace. The leaders 
have agreed on three basic objectives and 
steps to realize them. 

First, both sides have agreed to issue pub- 
lic statements unequivocally calling for an 
end of violence. They also agreed to take im- 
mediate, concrete measures to end the cur- 
rent confrontation, eliminate points of fric- 
tion, ensure an end to violence and incite- 
ment, maintain calm, and prevent recurrence 
of recent events. 

To accomplish this, both sides will act im- 
mediately to return the situation to that 
which existed prior to the current crisis, in 
areas such as restoring law and order, rede- 
ployment of forces, eliminating points of fric- 
tion, enhancing security cooperation, and 
ending the closure and opening the Gaza air- 
port. The United States will facilitate security 
cooperation between the parties as needed. 

Second, the United States will develop, 
with the Israelis and Palestinians as well as 
in consultation with the United Nations Sec- 
retary-General, a committee of factfinding on 
the events of the past several weeks and how 
to prevent their recurrence. The committee’s 
report will be shared by the U.S. President 
with the U.N. Secretary-General and the par- 
ties prior to publication. A final report shall 
be submitted under the auspices of the U.S. 
President for publication. 

Third, if we are to address the underlying 
roots of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, there 
must be a pathway back to negotiations and 
a resumption of efforts to reach a permanent 
status agreement based on the U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and subse- 
quent understandings. Toward this end, the 


made progress today. 
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leaders have agreed that the United States 
would consult with the parties within the next 
2 weeks about how to move forward. 

We have made important commitments 
here today against the backdrop of tragedy 
and crisis. We should have no illusions about 
the difficulties ahead. 

If we are going to rebuild confidence and 
trust, we must all do our part, avoiding re- 
crimination and moving forward. I’m count- 
ing on each of us to do everything we possibly 
can in the critical period ahead. 

[ am sure it will be a disappointment to 
some of you, but one of the things that all 
the leaders agreed was that our statement 
should stand on its own and we should begin 
by promoting reconciliation and avoiding 
conflict by forgoing questions today. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. at the 
Jolie Ville Golf Resort. In their remarks, the Presi- 
dents referred to King Abdullah II of Jordan; 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel; Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan; and Euro- 
pean Union Council Secretary General Javier 
Solana, High Representative for the EU Common 
Foreign and Security Policy. President Mubarak 
spoke in Arabic, and his re marks were translated 
by an interpreter. 


Statement on the Death of Governor 
Mel Carnahan 


October 17, 2000 


Hillary and I were very saddened to learn 
of the tragic death of my friend Governor 


Mel Carnahan, his son Randy, and his aide 
Chris Sifford. Mel devoted his life to his fam- 
ily, his State, and our Nation. Whether in 
the Air Force or the State legislature, as 
Lieutenant Governor or Governor, he always 
put the highest priority on serving others. 

In his last campaign, Mel Carnahan, as al- 
ways, gave everything he had for what he be- 
lieved in. He loved politics and public serv- 
ice, and his extraordinary record proved they 
can be noble endeavors. For many years now, 
I have been proud to call Mel Carnahan my 
partner, and prouder still to call him my 
friend. 
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Hillary and I send our deepest condo- 
lences to his wonderful wife, Jean, to Russ, 
Robin, Tom, and the rest of his family, to 
the other families whose loved ones perished, 
and to the people of Missouri, whom he 
loved so much and served so well. 


Statement on Signing the Children’s 
Health Act of 2000 


October 17, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law the 
Children’s Health Act of 2000. This bipar- 
tisan legislation builds on my administration's 
longstanding commitment to improve the 
health and well-being of our Nation’s chil- 
dren. I am particularly pleased that this legis- 
lation provides new authority to expand re- 
search for the treatment of chronic and acute 
diseases affecting children, improve the safe- 
ty of child care centers, and ensure safe and 
quality mental health treatment services. 
This important legislation also addresses the 
critical need for substance abuse and mental 
health services, especially for our Nation’s 
youth, through the reauthorization of the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA), supporting State 
and community efforts to reduce youth drug 
use, and improving research and treatment 
services. In addition, the legislation will allow 
us to strengthen our efforts to curtail the 
emerging use of the drugs methamphet- 
amine and Ecstasy, which imperil the health 
and safety of our nation’s young people. 

I want to pay special tribute to my adminis- 
tration’s number one advocate for children, 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. Hillary 
has called the Nation’s attention to the spe- 
cial health needs of children through her 
work on children’s health insurance cov- 
erage, asthma, pediatric labeling, juvenile di- 
abetes, and so much more. She has led the 
administration’s effort to improve access to 
health care for children, has fought hard for 
improving the quality and safety of child care, 
and has done more than anyone to improve 
the lives of millions of our Nation’s children. 


NoTE: H.R. 4365, approved October 17, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-310. 
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Statement on Signing the Children’s 
Health Act of 2000 
October 17, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
4365, the “Children’s Health Act of 2000.” 
This legislation authorizes expanded research 
and services for a wide variety of childhood 
and prenatal health problems, reauthorizes 
programs of the Substance Abuse and Men- 
tal Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) within the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), and addresses 
the problem of substance abuse and associ- 
ated violence. 

This Act calls on HHS to continue pro- 
viding services to children whose lives have 
been affected by diseases such as diabetes, 
asthma, lead poisoning, cancer, and autism, 
and to expand research in these and other 
areas such as birth defects and brain injuries 
so that we can better understand their causes 
and develop treatments. I am pleased that 
H.R. 4365 authorizes a new research effort, 
a national long-term study of environmental 
influences on children’s health and dev elop- 
ment, that will provide critical information 
about environmental, social, and economic 
factors that affect children’s health. We hope 
that with increased understanding of chil- 
dren’s diseases, we will get closer to ulti- 
mately finding cures or preventing these con- 
ditions from ever occurring. I am gratified 
to see that this bill’s focus on children’s 
health addresses several priority areas identi- 
fied by the President’s Task Force on Envi- 
ronmental Health Risks and Safety Risks to 
Children. 

I am also pleased that H.R. 4365 author- 
izes new funds to improve the health and 
safety of children in child care. Available, af- 
fordable, safe, high-quality child care is a 
concern for any working parent. I have com- 
mitted my Administration to achieving this 
goal, and today we are making substantial 
strides forward. 

As a Nation, we continue to face the chal- 
lenges of curbing substance abuse, especially 
among our youth, preventing youth violence, 
and addressing the mental health needs of 
our citizens. For this reason, I am especially 
proud of the comprehensive manner in 
which this legislation addresses illegal drug 
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abuse, 
SAMHSA. The Act will improve mental 
health and substance abuse services for chil- 
dren and adolescents by authorizing grants 
for youth drug treatment and early interven- 
tion, suicide prevention, and programs to 
help children deal with violence, and will ad- 
dress the mental health needs of individuals 
in the criminal justice system. The bill also 
lays the groundwork for giving States even 
flexibility * block grant 
funds in exchange for greater accountability. 


more in the use of 

This bill includes a provision making clear 
that religious organizations may qualify for 
SAMHSA’s substance abuse prevention and 
treatment grants on the same basis as other 
nonprofit organizations. The Department of 
Justice advises, however, that this provision 
would be unconstitutional to the extent that 
it were construed to permit governmental 
funding of organizations that do not or can- 
not separate their religious activities from 
their substance abuse treatment and preven- 
tion activities that are supported by 
SAMHSA aid. Accordingly, I construe the 
Act as forbidding the funding of such organi- 
zations and as permitting Federal, State, and 
local governments involved in disbursing 
SAMHSA funds to take into account the 
structure and operations of a religious organi- 
zation in determining whether such an orga- 
nization is constitutionally and statutorily eli- 
gible to receive funding. 

The Act also builds upon our ongoing ef- 
forts to address the emerging threats posed 
by methamphetamine and Ecstasy use, espe- 
cially among our Nation’s youth. It makes 
medical treatments for heroin addiction 
available and accessible by allowing 
qualified physicians to prescribe certain 
medications in their offices, and avoids the 
centralized clinic approach that many addicts 
find inaccessible and stigmatizing. In addi- 
tion to expanding drug treatment, including 
innovations in medication development, the 
bill supports increased resources for drug 
programs in the criminal and juvenile justice 
systems. This legislation also supports our law 
enforcement entities as the »y Carry out their 
responsibilities to make certain that those 
who traffic in these deadly poisons are taken 
off the streets and are punished in a manner 


more 


beginning with the reauthorization of 
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commensurate with the seriousness of their 
offenses. 

The programs contained in this bill to im- 
prove and expand research and services for 
our children’s physical and mental health, 
and to prevent substance abuse and violence, 
are important investments in the well-being 
of our Nation. For these am 
pleased to sign H.R. 4365. 


reasons, | 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 17, 2000. 


NOTE: H.R. 4365, approved October 17, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-310 


Statement on Signing the 
Microenterprise for Self-Reliance 
and International Anti-Corruption 
Act of 2000 


October 17, 2000 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
1143, the “Microenterprise for Self-Reliance 
and International Anti-Corruption Act of 
2000.” The primary purpose of this legisla- 
tion is to authorize continued and expanded 
efforts to provide assistance to the world’s 
poorest entrepreneurs. The Act is the result 
of a long process of collaboration and nego- 
tiation among Members of Congress, my Ad- 
ministration, and the nonprofit microenter- 
prise community represented by the Micro- 
enterprise ( ‘oalition. I congré itulate all who 
worked on this bipartisan, public -private ef- 
fort. 

I am proud that my Administration has put 
microenterprise development and democra- 
tizing access to capital on the national and 
international agenda. When I was Governor 
of Arkansas, the First Lady and I encouraged 
and supported some of the first microenter- 
prise programs in the United States. Thanks 
to the work of pioneering microenterprise 
development organizations around the world, 
all of us have come to appreciate the poten- 
tial of microenterprise as means to empower 
poor people, especially women, to help 
themselves and their families. 

Microenterprise programs help  self- 
employed entrepreneurs obtain loans for 
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small business enterprises to begin the proc- 
ess of growing out of poverty. Without micro- 
enterprise programs administered by the 
Agency for International Development and 
many nongovernmental organizations, these 
poor entrepreneurs abroad would not be able 
to borrow the small amount of money needed 
to get their repair shops, sewing shops, or 
similar businesses, off the ground. This is not 
a gift to these entrepreneurs, it is a loan. And 
experience has shown that these small loans 
are repaid and, in the process, these small- 
scale enterprises generate income and jobs 
for poor families. 

This Act also represents a breakthrough in 
recognizing the value of business develop- 
ment services to the very poorest entre- 
preneurs. To many poor entrepre neurs, basic 
training and technical assistance in running 
a business can be as important as a loan. 

In addition, H.R. 1143 authorizes a range 
of programs to promote good governance 
and democratization overseas. The United 
States has long encouraged and funded pro- 
grams that foster an independent media, es- 
tablish audit offices for executive agencies, 
and promote judicial reform. This legislation 
contains authority to provide assistance in 
furtherance of these programs to countries 
that would otherwise be prohibited from re- 
ceiving U.S. assistance. While no direct as- 
sistance to the governments of such countries 
can be provided under this authority, the leg- 
islation and its history make clear that assist- 
ance to such governments through non- 
governmental organizations would be per- 
missible. 

The Act also contains the “Support for 
Overseas Cooperative Development Act,” 
which expresses support for the development 
and expansion of U.S. economic assistance 
programs abroad that fully utilize coopera- 
tives and credit unions. My Administration 
and the Congress value and support the di- 
rect involvement of U.S. cooperative organi- 
zations in transferring their knowledge to 
local cooperatives in countries overseas. 

Lastly, I note that H.R. 1143 includes the 
“International Academic Opportunity Act of 
2000,” which authorizes the Department of 
State to establish a grant program, to be 
called the “Benjamin A. Gilman Inter- 
national Scholarships.” These scholarships 
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will enable American undergraduate stu- 
dents of limited financial means to study 
abroad, and better prepare them to compete 
in an increasingly global economy. 

William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 17, 2000. 


Norte: H.R. 1143, approved October 17, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-309 


Statement on wr he American 
Competitiveness in the Twenty-First 
Century Act and Non-Immigrant 
Worker Fee Legislation 

October 17, 2000 


I am pleased today to sign into law S. 2045, 
the “American Competitiveness in the Twen- 
ty-First Century Act,” and H.R. 5362, an Act 
to increase the fees charged to employers 
who petition to employ H-1B non-immigrant 
workers. Together, these laws increase the 
number of H-1B visas available to bring in 
highly skilled foreign temporary workers and 
double the fee charged to employers using 
the program to provide critical funding for 
training U.S. cian and students. The Acts 
recognize the importance of allowing addi- 
tional skilled workers into the United States 
to work in the short-run, while supporting 
longer-term efforts to prepare American 
workers for the jobs of the new economy. 

At the core of my economic strategy has 
been the belief that fiscal discipline and free- 
ing up capital for private sector investment 
must be accompanied by a commitment to 
invest in human capital. The growing de- 
mand for workers with high-tech skills is a 
dramatic illustration of the need to “put peo- 
ple first” and increase our investments in 
education and training. Today, many compa- 
nies are reporting that their number one con- 
straint on growth is the inability to hire work- 
ers with the necessary skills. In today’s 
knowledge-based economy, what you earn 
depends on what you learn. Jobs in the infor- 
mation technology sector, for example, pay 
85 percent more than the private sector aver- 
age. 

My Administration has made clear that any 
increase in H-1B visas should be temporary 
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and limited in number, that the fee charged 
to employers using the program should be 
increased significantly, and that the majority 
of the funds generated by the fee must go 
to the Department of Labor to fund training 
for U.S. workers seeking the necessary skills 
for these jobs. This legislation does those 
things. But the need to educate and train 
workers for these high-skilled jobs goes be- 
yond what has been addressed here. 

~ | want to challenge the high-tech compa- 
nies to redouble their efforts to find long- 
term solutions to the rapidly growing de- 
mand for workers with technical skills. This 
will require doing more to improve K-12 
science and math education, upgrading the 
skills of our existing workforce, and recruit- 
ing from underrepresented groups such as 
older workers, minorities, women, persons 
with disabilities, and residents of rural areas. 
Many companies have important initiatives 
in these areas, but we clearly need to be 
doing more. 

This legislation contains a number of pro- 
visions that merit concern. For example, one 
provision allows an H-1B visa holder to work 
for an employer who has not yet been ap- 
proved for participation in the H-1B pro- 
gram. In addition, there are provisions that 
could have the unintended consequence of 
allowing an H-1B visa holder who is applying 
for a permanent visa to remain in H-1B sta- 
tus well beyond the current 6-year limit. | 
am concerned that these provisions could 
weaken existing protections that ensure that 
the H1-B program does not undercut the 
wages and working conditions of U.S. work- 
ers, and could also increase the vulnerability 
of H-1B workers to any unscrupulous em- 
ployers using the program. For example, one 
of the key requirements of the H-1B pro- 
gram is that the foreign worker is paid the 
same wage as U.S. workers doing i same 
job. This legislation, however, by allowing H- 
1B workers to change employers before a 
new employer's apyncntion has been ap- 
proved, could result in know- 
ingly or unknowingly—not ane the pre- 
vailing wage. For these reasons, I am direct- 
ing the Immigration and Naturalization Serv- 
ice, in consultation with the Department of 
State and the Department of Labor, to close- 
ly monitor the impact of these provisions to 
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determine whether the next congress should 
revisit these changes made to the H—-1B pro- 
gram. 

I had hoped that the Congress would take 
this opportunity to address important issues 
of fairness affecting many immigrants already 
in this country. We need to meet the needs 
of the high-tech industry by raising the num- 
ber of visas for temporary high-tech workers. 
But we also must ensure fairness for immi- 
grants who have been in this country for 
years, working hard and paying taxes. The 
Latino and Immigrant Fairness Act (LIFA) 
will allow people who have lived here for 15 
years or more—and who have established 
families and strong ties to their commu- 
nities—to become permanent residents. It 
will also amend the Nicaraguan Adjustment 
and Central American Relief Act (NACARA) 
to extend the same protections currently of- 
fered to people from Cuba and Nicaragua 
to immigrants from Honduras, Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Haiti, and Liberia who fled to 
this country to escape serious hardship. Fi- 
nally, it will allow dha to stay together 
while their applications for pe rmanent resi- 
dent status are being processed. These fun- 
damental fairness provisions have been em- 
braced by humanitarian groups, business 
groups, and Members of the Congress from 
both sides of the aisle. I will continue to insist 
strongly on passage of the Latino and Immi- 
grant Fairness Act this year, before the Con- 
gress adjourns. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 17, 2000. 


Norte: S. 2045, approved October 17, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 106-313, and H.R. 5362, 
approved October 17, was assigned Public Law 
No. 106-311. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report of the 
Railroad Retirement Board 
October 17, 2000 


To the Congress of the United States: 
[ transmit herewith the Annual Report of 
the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal 
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Year 1999, pursuant to the provisions of sec- 
tion 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act 
and section 12(1) of the Railroad Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Act. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 17, 2000. 


Remarks at the President’s Cup 
Dinner 


October 17, 2000 


Thank you very much. I’m sorry to be the 
only person here who is not properly dressed. 
[Laughter] But as Tim said, I just got off 
the airplane, and I wanted to come by and 
welcome you to Washington and say how 
thrilled I am to be the honorary chair of the 
President's Cup this year. I’m pleased we’re 
going back to RT] and that my friend and 
golfing partner Vernon Jordan is the presi- 
dent of the club, so he’ll let me on to walk 
around a little and watch you. 

I want to thank Ken Venturi and Peter 
Thomson for serving as the captains of the 
teams. And I want to thank Tim Finchem 
who, like Vernon, has been a friend of mine 
for well over 20 years, for the outstanding 
leadership he provides the PGA. 

I'm delighted to have you here, and I want 
to say a special word of appreciation for the 
work the President’s C Lup does, first, to raise 
money for worthy charities. When you finish 
this year, you will have raised over $6 million 
in the last four C Jups for worthy causes, and 
I'm very grateful for that, and you should 
be proud of it. 

You know, like all ardent golfers, 1 some- 
times go over the top in explaining to people 
why golf is like life or why life ought to be 
more like golf. But I would like to say, as 
you know, I just went to Sharm al- Sheikh 
in Egypt to try to reach an agreement to end 
the violence that we’ve seen in the Pales- 
tinian territories in Israel for the last couple 
of weeks. 

I don’t know if any of you have ever been 
there, but it is one of the most beautiful 
places on Earth, and it is exploding in devel- 
opment because the climate is so perfect. 
And I sat there for a day and a half, didn’t 
sleep, and all our meetings were conducted 
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on the edge of one of the most beautiful golf 
courses I’ve ever seen in my life. [Laughter] 
So I thought to myself, “Why am I being 
punished for the fact that I can’t solve this 
problem here?” 

But what it made me think of coming back 
here is that we all come from countries which 
at one time or another had significant inter- 
nal strife, where people had to overcome 
their differences. I was very moved when I 
saw Greg at the closing ceremony of the 
Olympics by the incredible way that Australia 
not only welcomed the Olympics but used 
the Olympics to show the healing process 
that has gone one between the aboriginal 
people and the other citizens of Australia. 

Everybody knows now that America is be- 
coming the great melting pot of the world, 
and it’s well to remember that the kind of 
understanding that you have, the idea that 
people play by certain rules, and if you do, 
everybody is treated with equal respect is 
really the way the world ought to work and 
the kind of idea we're trying to bring to all 
the troubled places in the world, but most 
importantly, to the Middle East, which, iron- 
ically, is the home to all three of the world’s 
great monotheistic religions and is still one 
of the most bedeviled places on the planet. 

I hope you have a great time over the next 
several days. I hope that no matter who wins 
or who loses, that you'll show the world one 
more example of how our common humanity 
is more important than our interesting diver- 
sity. I'll look forward to seeing you tomorrow 
at the o ening ceremony. 

Thark you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. in the 
Main Hall at the National Building Museum. In 
his remarks, he referred to Ken Venturi, captain, 
U.S. team, and Peter Thomson, captain, inter- 
national team, President’s Cup tournament; Tim 
Finchem, commissioner, PGA Tour; and profes- 
sional golfer Greg Norman. 


Remarks at the Memorial Service for 
the U.S.S. Cole in Norfolk, Virginia 


October 18, 2000 


The President. Secretary Cohen; General 
Reno; Secretary Danzig; General Shelton; 
distinguished Members of the Senate and 
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House; Governor; Admiral Clark; Admiral 
Natter; Chaplain Black; Master Chief Herdt; 
Master Chief Hefty; the sailors of the U.S.S. 
Cole; the family members and friends; the 
Norfolk naval community; my fellow Ameri- 
cans. Today we honor our finest young peo- 
ple, fallen soldiers who rose to freedom’s 
challenge. We mourn their loss, celebrate 
their lives, offer the love and prayers of a 
grateful nation to their families. 

For those of us who have to speak here, 
we are all mindful of the limits of our poor 
words to lift your spirits or warm your hearts. 
We know that God has given us the gift of 
reaching our middle years. And we now have 

) pray for your children, your husbands, 
your wives, your brothers, your sisters who 
were taken so young. We know we will never 
know them as you did or remember them 
as you will, the first time you saw them in 
uniform or the last time you said goodbye. 

They all had their own stories and their 
own dreams. We Americans have learned 
something about each and every one of them 
over these last difficult days as their profiles, 
their lives, their loves, their service have been 
given to us. For me, I learned a little more 
when I met with all the families this morning. 

Some follow the family tradition of Navy 
service; others hoped to use their service to 
earn a college degree. One of them had even 
worked for me in the White House: Richard 
Costelow was a technology wizard who 
helped to update the White House commu- 
nications system for this new ce ntury. 

All these very different Americans, all with 
their different stories, their lifelines and love 
ties, answered the same call of service and 
found themselves on the U.S.S. Cole, headed 
for the Persian Gulf, where our forces are 
working to keep peace and stability in a re- 
gion that could explode and disrupt the en- 
tire world. 

Their tragic loss reminds us that even 
when America is not at war, the men and 
women of our military still risk their lives for 
peace. I am quite sure history will record in 
great detail our triumphs in battle, but I re- 
gret that no one will ever be able to write 
a full account of the wars we never fought, 
the losses we never suffered, the tears we 
never shed because men and women like 
those who were on the U.S.S. Cole were 
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standing guard for peace. We should never, 
ever forget that. 

Today I ask all Americans just to take a 
moment to thank the men and women of our 
Armed Forces for a debt we can never repay, 
whose character and courage, more than 
even modern weapons, makes our military 
the strongest in the world. And in particular, 

ask us to thank God today for the lives, 
the character, and courage of the crew of 
the U.S.S. Cole, including the wounded and 
especially those we lost or are missing: Hull 
Maintenance Technician Third Class Ken- 
neth Eugene Clodfelter; Electronics Techni- 
cian Chief Petty Officer First Class Richard 
Costelow; Mess Management Specialist Sea- 
man Lakeina Monique Francis; Information 
Systems Technician Seaman Timothy Lee 
Gauna; Signalman Seaman Apprentice 
Cherone Louis Gunn; Seaman James 
Rodrick McDaniels; Engineman Second 
Class Mark Ian Nieto; Electronics Warfare 
Technician Third Class Ronald Scott Owens; 
Seaman Apprentice Lakiba Nicole Palmer; 
Engine Fireman Joshua Langdon Parlett; 
Fireman Apprentice Patrick Howard Roy; 
Electronics Warfare Technician Second 
Class Kevin Shawn Rux; Mess Management 
Specialist Third Class Ronchester Manangan 
Santiago; Operations Specialist Second Class 
Timothy Lamont Saunders; Fireman Gary 
Graham Swenchonis, Jr; Ensign Andrew 
Triplett; Seaman Apprentice Craig Bryan 
Wibberley. 

In the names and faces of those we lost 
and mourn, the world sees our Nation’s 
greatest strength: people in uniform rooted 
in every race, creed, and region on the face 
of the Earth, yet bound together by a com- 
mon commitment to freedom and a common 
pride in being American. That same spirit 
is living today as the crew of the U.S.S. Cole 
= together in a determined struggle to 

eep the determined warrior afloat. 

The idea of common humanity and unity 
amidst diversity, so purely embodied by 
those we mourn today, must surely confound 
the minds of the hate-filled terrorists who 
killed them. They envy our strength without 
understanding the values that give us 
strength. For for them, it is their way or no 
way; their interpretation, twisted though it 
may be, of a beautiful religious tradition; 
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their political views, their racial and ethnic 
views; their way or no way. 

Such people can take innocent life. They 
have caused your tears and anguish, but they 
can never heal or build harmony or bring 
— together. That is work only free, law- 
abiding people can do. People like the sailors 
of the U.S.S. Cole. 

To those who attacked them, we say: You 
will not find a safe harbor. We will find you, 
and justice will prevail. America will not stop 
standing guard for peace or freedom or sta- 
bility in the Middle East and around the 
world. 

But some way, someday, people must learn 
the lesson of the lives of those we mourn 
today, of how they worked together, of how 
they lived together, of how they reached 
across all the lines that divided them and em- 
braced their common humanity and the com- 
mon values of freedom and service. 

Not far from here, there is a quiet place 
that honors those who gave their lives in serv- 
ice to our country. Adorning its entrance are 
words from a poem by Archibald Macleish, 
not only a tribute to the young we lost but 
a summons to those of us left behind. Listen 
to them. 


The young no longer speak, but: 


They have a silence that speaks for them 
at night. 


They say: We were young. Remember 
us. 


They say: We have done what we could, 
but until it is finished, it is not done. 


They say: Our deaths are not ours; they 
are yours; they will mean what you make 
them. 

They say: Whether our lives and our 
deaths were for peace and a new hope, 
we cannot say; it is you who must say 
this. 


They say: We leave you our deaths. Give 
them their meaning. 

The lives of the men and women we lost 
on the U.S.S. Cole meant so much to those 
who loved them, to all Americans, to the 
cause of freedom. They have given us their 
deaths. Let us give them their meaning. 
Their meaning of peace and freedom, of rec- 
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onciliation and love, of service, endurance, 
and hope. After all they have given us, we 
must give them their meaning. 

I ask now that you join me in a moment 
of silence and prayer for the lost, the missing, 
and their grieving families. 


[At this point, those gathered observed a mo- 
ment of silence. | 


The President. Amen. 
Thank you, and may God bless you all. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. on Pier 
12. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. James S. 
Gilmore III of Virginia; Adm. Barry C. Black, 
USN, Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Navy, who gave 
the invocation; Master Chief Petty Officer of the 
Navy James L. Herdt, USN; Master Chief Thomas 
B. Hefty, USN, U.S. Atlantic Fleet Master Chief. 
The transcript released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary also included the remarks of Adm. Rob- 
ert J. Natter, USN, Commander in Chief, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet; Adm. Vern Clark, USN, Chief of 
Naval Operations; Secretary of the Navy Richard 
Danzig; Gen. Henry H. Shelton, USA, Chairman, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff; and Secretary of Defense 
William Cohen. 


Remarks at the Opening Ceremonies 
of the 2000 President’s Cup in Lake 
Manassas, Virginia 

October 18, 2000 


Thank you. Thank you very much, Dan. 
Governor, Commissioner Finchem, Captain 
Venturi, Captain Thomson, and the Amer- 
ican and international teams. Ladies and gen- 
tlemen, I want to begin by saying how privi- 
leged I feel to be the honorary chairman of 
this tournament and to be here on this mag- 
nificent fall day at the Robert Trent Jones 
Golf Club, where my friend Vernon Jordan 
and I have spent so many happy days playing 

olf. 
. As a gesture of good will, I left my clubs 
home today. [Laughter] Actually, I offered 
to play on the American team, ‘but when I 
had to confess I have never broken 80 on 
this course—even from the white tees—I was 
immediately rejected, showing how much the 
world has changed since President Johnson 
said, “There’s one lesson you better learn if 
you want to be in politics: Never go out on 
a golf course and beat the President.” 
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(Laughter) 1 keep passing that out, even to 
strangers, and no one takes it seriously any- 
more. [Laughter] 

Let me say to all of you, I love the Presi- 
dent’s Cup. The greatest players from around 
the world and here in the United States play- 
ing for sheer love of the game and competi- 
tion, pride of nation, donating their winnings 
to their favorite charities. 

After this year, the four President’s Cup 
competitions will have raised more than $6 
million for 100 charities to fund schools and 
hospitals, to fight disease, to teach young 
people not only the skills but the sportsman- 
ship of golf. That is the genius of the Presi- 
dent’s Cup, and I thank all of you who are 
part of that. 

If I might, I'd also like to say a word in 
my capacity as Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces. I want to thank Captain Ven- 
turi and the American team members for 
wearing the black arm bands in honor of 
those who perished aboard the U.S.S. Cole. 
I spent the morning with the families of the 
fallen and injured sailors and their larger 
Navy family in Norfolk. 

Like the golfers here, they come from 
many different ethnic and religious back- 
grounds. Like you, they stood for our com- 
mon humanity ‘and those who want to build 
a world where we bridge our differences and 
celebrate our diversity. 

When you play in this tournament with 
honor and by the rules, respecting the char- 
acter and ability of your opponents, you show 
the world, including those rooting hard for 
you, the way we all ought to live and work. 
You offer another rebuke, although gentle 
and gentlemanly, to those who believe our 
differences are more important than our 
common humanity. 

I ask you to say a little prayer for those 
folks tonight. This is a tough day for them. 
Almost all those 17 sailors were very young, 
just beginning life’s journey. But they were 
proud of what they did, and what they did 
and what their successors do today is very 
important. May God bless them and their 
families. 

Now, as the honorary chairman, my first 
order of business is to declare this tour- 
nament officially open. Secondly, I have been 
informed—much against my better in- 
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stincts—to declare this a no-mulligans zone. 
[Laughter] Now, I would like to invite the 
two shad up here to join me for a presen- 
tation and before the Cup. 

Thank you very much, and God bless you 


all. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:58 p.m. at the 
Robert Trent Jones Golf Club. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. James S. Gilmore III of Vir- 
ginia; Tim Finchem, commissioner, PGA Tour; 
Ken Venturi, captain, U.S. team, and Peter Thom- 
son, captain, international team; and Vernon Jor- 
dan, president, Robert Trent Jones Golf Club. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Iraq’s 
Compliance With United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions 


October 18, 2000 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Consistent with the Authorization for Use 
of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution 
(Public Law 102-1 as amended by Public 
Law 106-113) and as part of my effort to 
keep the Congress fully informed, I am re- 
porting on the status of efforts to obtain 
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt- 
ed by the United Nations Security Council. 
My last report, consistent with Public Law 
102-1, was dated July 17, 2000. I shall con- 
tinue to keep the Congress informed about 
this important issue. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of 
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 19. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report of the 
Department of Transportation 
October 18, 2000 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the Department of 
Transportation’s Calendar Year 1998 reports 
on Activities Under the National Traffic and 
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Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, the High- 
way Safety Act of 1966, and the Motor Vehi- 
cle Information and Cost Savings Act of 
1972, as amended. 


William J. Clinton 
The White House, 
October 18, 2000. 


NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 19. 


Remarks to the Democratic Caucus 
October 19, 2000 


Thank you so much for the wonderful wel- 
come. I want to begin by saying that it has 
been a profound honor for me to work with 
this caucus over the last 8 years. I want to 
thank Tom Daschle, who has been wonder- 
ful; and Dick Gephardt, whom I knew well 
before I became President, but we have, I 
think, built a great friendship, a deeper one, 
in these last 8 years. And I’m so proud of 
him. 

I want to say to all of you that I believe 
that in these last 2 weeks and 6 days before 
the election, the best politics is for us to get 
as much done as we can for America here 
in the Congress of the United States. And 
in the process of doing that, I think what 
we ought to seek to do is to bring clarity 
to this debate. 

It looks to me like our friends on the other 
side in Congress have adopted their Presi- 
dential strategy. Their Presidential ~~, 
now their congressional strategy—is, cloud 
the issues. Things are doing well. They will 
get by. Our strategy should be, clarify the 
issues, and we'll win big. That is clearly the 
difference. 

I was very proud of the performance of 
the Vice President in that last debate. I 
thought he was great, trying to bring clarity. 
But you've got to give it to the other side. 
As hard as we try to bring clarity, they're real 
good at clouding up. I almost gagged when 
I heard that answer on the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights in Texas. Could you believe that? 
Here’s a guy who takes credit for a bill that 
he vetoed. And then, finally, the guys that 
were helping him say, “If you want to be 
President, you can’t veto a Patients’ Bill of 


2511 


Rights, or people will look dimly on it. So 
you'd better let it pass.” And then he was 
bragging about how you have a right to sue 
in Texas. Did you hear that? Do you know 
how that got in? Without his signature. He 
sort of—so they're real good. They cloud. 
And I’ve been reading in the press, appar- 
ently no one thinks that was an exaggeration 
or something that was troubling, but it sort 
of bothered me. 

And then there is their great argument that 
you've done nothing about health care in 8 
years. Look, when we came in, Medicare was 
going broke last year. Now, we put 27 years 
on it. I think the longest it’s been alive in 
35 years—not to mention the Kennedy- 
Kassebaum bill, the Children’s Health Insur- 
ance Program, which is what has given us 
a decline in the number of people without 
health insurance for the first time in 12 years. 

Then there was the education recession ar- 
gument. You know, one of the things I ad- 
mire about our Republican friends is that evi- 
dence has no impact on them. [Laughter] 
And you've kind of got to respect that. They 
know what they believe, and they know what 
they're going to say, and, * ‘Don’t bother me 
with the facts.” 

What are the facts? The dropout rate’s 
down. The high school graduation rate’s uP: 
The college-going rate’s at an all-time high. 
Reading and math scores are up. There’s 
been about a 50 percent increase in the num- 
ber of kids taking advance placement 
courses, but a 300 percent increase in Latino 
children taking advance placement courses, 
and a 500 percent increase in African- 
American kids taking advance placement 
courses. 

Then there was that argument that—the 
one that tickled me the most was, “Well, the 
wealthiest Americans have to get tax relief, 
because we're given tax relief, and what do 
you expect us to do? I mean, I'd just be the 
President. I can’t make decisions about this.” 
[Laughter] That was their argument, wasn’t 
it? I mean, “Who are we to make decisions? 
We can’t make judgments and choices. I 
mean, if you’re for tax relief, you just sort 
of put it out there, and people just kind of 
come alon ng and get whatever they get. But 
we didn’t decide to give it to them. We were 
for tax relief, and it just happened. I mean, 








how could we possibly make a decision here? 
I mean, whoever heard of a President and 
a Congress making a decision? I never heard 
of such a thing.” 

What's the point of all this? What's the 
point of all this? They are really good at 
cloudiness. And we have to be good at a clear 
weather forecast. And we have to be true to 
what we said we showed up here to do. 
We've got to get everything done we can be- 
fore the Congress goes home, and then 
what's left, we need to take to the American 
people with clarity. 

But if you just keep this in mind—you 
know, you've got to have a lot of sympathy 
with them, because the country is so much 
better off than it was 8 years ago. And our 
economic policy, our education policy, our 
environmental policy, our health care policy, 
our welfare oe our crime policy—there 


are big differences between ours and theirs. 
And we tried it our way, and it got better. 
We tried it their way, and it didn’t. So they 
have no choice but to be cloudy. 


We have 
no choice but to be clear. 

But you have to understand that it’s quite 
a smart strategy on their part, and they're 
very good at it. So what we have to do is 
be clear. For example, they say they're com- 
ing back Monday night. We're going to work 
all day Tuesday, and we're going to work 
WwW ednesday. And if we don’t quit, I’m going 
to one-day, CR’s, one day, every day. You've 
got to finish. 

Can you imagine a Democrat going home 
and running for reelection saying, “Vote for 
me so that next year I can finish last year’s 
business?” [Laughter] Now, we wouldn’t do 
that. And we shouldn't let anybody do that. 
We need to stay here until we resolve this. 

We want 100,000 teachers. We want the 
school construction funds. We want funds to 
turn around or shut down failing schools and 
open them under new management. We 
want the funds to double our after-school 
programs. We now got more information, 
just last week, another study on how much 
good they do. We've got 800,000 kids in 
those programs. If our budget passes, there 
will be enough for 1.6 million kide 

And we want the minimum wage, and we 
want the hate crimes legislation, and we want 
the immigrant fairness legislation. We want 
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these things. I think they’re important. And 
the American people ought to have no doubt 
when we leave here, if we don’t get the Pa- 
tients’ Bill of Rights, it’s not because we 
didn’t break our backs for it. It’s because 
their interest groups wouldn't let them pass 
it. 

And let me just mention one other issue 
I think has gotten sort of swept aside in this 
debate. In addition to the minimum wage, 
we have legislation to strengthen the law to 
guarantee equal pay for equal work for 
women, and I think we ought to be out there 
talking to the American people about that. 

And let me just say one or two other 
things. We worked hard here. We lost a lot 
of seats in 1994 because we worked hard to 
turn this deficit around. And we believed that 
we could get rid of the deficit, increase in- 
vestment in education, and strengthen the 
economy, in no small measure, by keeping 
interest rates down, which would lead to 
higher growth. 

Now, look, one of the things I think that 
all of you ought to do when you go home 
is to say—acknowledge very frankly that their 
tax cut is 3 times bigger than the one we're 
advocating, at least. Now, virtually all people 
with incomes of under $100,000 a year would 
be better off under our proposal, but still, 
theirs is 3 times bigger. But there’s a reason 
for that. We do not believe we can possibly 
afford to go back to the kind of economic 
policies we had in the 12 years before we 
got here. We do not believe it is good for 
America to get back in the deficit ditch. And 
whatever you think this surplus is going to 
be over the next decade, I promise you it’s 
going to be less than a $1.6 trillion tax cut 
plus a $1 trillion partial privatization of Social 
Security plus the $300 billion or $400 billion 
they've promised us to spend. 

Now, I believe a careful analysis of both 
proposals will show you that if the Vice Presi- 
dent and the Democratic plan passes, you'll 
have interest rates lower every year, probably 
about a percent lower every year for a dec- 
ade. Do you know what that’s worth? Three 
hundred ninety billion dollars over 10 years 
in lower home mortgages, $30 billion in 
lower car payments, $15 billion in lower col- 
lege loan payments, never mind the lower 
credit card payments, never mind the lower 
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business loan payments, lower farm loan pay- 
ments, more people, therefore, going to 
work, more businesses doing well, a higher 
stock market. 

Our tax cut for all Americans is lower in- 
terest rates, because we're not going to get 
out of the kind of trouble that they had. I 
just think you need to go out here and get 
everything done you can. I will stay here with 
you. If we don’t ‘finish by W ednesday, we’re 
going to day-by-day continuing resolutions. 
We'll do everything we possibly can to pass 
all this education agenda, to pass as much 
of our health care agenda we can and to do 
it in a fiscally responsible way. 

But when you leave here, you just think 
about this. Tell people to remember the way 
it was 8 years ago; to think about the way 
it is now; to look at the changes in crime, 
welfare, the environment, health care, and 
the economy; and to ask yourself not whether 
we're going ‘to keep changing but what direc- 
tion will we change in? The country’s chang- 
ing so fast and the world is changing so fast, 
change will be the order of the day next year 
and 5 years from now and 10 years from now. 
The issue is not whether we're going to 
change; it is, which direction will we take as 
we change? 

And you just think about—think of your- 
self as America’s weather corps. They want 
cloudy, and you want clear. [Laughter] And 
if you can bring clarity to this debate, you 
get more done ne Then I'll stay with you 
every step of the way, and we'll ‘all have a 
great celebration in about 3 weeks. 
~ Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the 
Cannon Caucus Room at the Cannon Office 
Building. In his remarks, he referred to Repub- 
lican Presidential nominee Gov. George W. Bush. 


Statement on Congressional Action 
on the Departments of Veterans 
Affairs and Housing and Urban 
Development, and Independent 
Agencies Appropriations Act 
October 19, 2000 


I am pleased that Congress today passed 
a VA/HUD bill that will open the doors of 
opportunity in America for those who need 
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it most, improve veterans’ medical care, build 
on our agenda for national energy security, 
and strengthen our commitment to the envi- 
ronment. 

This legislation builds on my opportunity 
agenda with increased funding for economic 
development through empowerment zones 
and enterprise communities and community 
development financial institutions—all part 
of my new markets initiative—and with 
79,000 new housing vouchers for low-income 
families. This agreement also increases sup- 
port for the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency’s emergency food and shelter 
programs, which werk with States and com- 
munities to help the homeless and hungry. 
We are also strengthening our commitment 
to national service with additional support for 
the Corporation for National and Commu- 
nity Service, the first increase since the in- 
ception of this critical volunteer agency in 
1993. 

With this legislation, we also support the 
significant expansion of cutting-edge basic 
scientific research at the National Science 
Foundation. This includes research in nano- 
technology—the manipulation of matter at 
the molecular and atomic level—which holds 
the promise of scientific breakthroughs in a 
wide range of fields. It also advances sci- 
entific research through support for space ex- 
ploration at NASA. 

Especially at this time of elevated fuel 
prices, I am also pleased that this bill pro- 
vides resources for technologies to increase 
fuel efficiency, an essential part of our long- 
term strategy to reduce dependence on oil. 
This bill also contains increased funding for 
enforcement of the Nation’s environmental 
laws and for the cleanup of polluted water- 
ways. In addition, it drops or fixes several 
objectionable riders that threatened to harm 
our environment. Yet, while we were able 
to ameliorate the impact of the remaining 
riders, we were not able to rid this bill en- 
tirely of objectionable provisions, in par- 
ticular the rider relating to ozone. 

This legislation also provides the additional 
$1.5 billion I requested for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, the largest increase ever 
requested by any administration. This fund- 
ing will support efforts to improve veterans’ 
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medical care and the delivery of key services, 
including disability benefits. 

| also am pleased that, in response to my 
veto, Congress has dropped a rider on the 
Energy/Water bill that would have under- 
mined key environmental protections by pre- 
venting a return to more natural flows on 
the Missouri River. These forward steps are 
clear proof of the progress we can achieve 
when we work together to address the Na- 
tion’s prioritie S. 


Joint Statement With Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh 
October 19, 2000 


Today, in their first meeting since Presi- 
dent Clinton’s historic trip to Bangladesh in 
March, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 


President Clinton renewed and strengthened 
the excellent ties enjoyed by our two democ- 
racies and expressed their conviction that 
U.S.-Bangladeshi relations should deepen 


and broaden in the years ahead. The two 
leaders also expressed satisfaction with con- 
tinuing constructive consultations between 
government officials of both countries. 

The United States and Bangladesh are two 
of the world’s most populous democracies. 
In keeping with the commitment to democ- 
racy our two nations enthusiastically en- 
dorsed in Warsaw in June 2000, Bangladesh 
and the United States expressed their com- 
mon commitment to the free and fair con- 
duct of elections, strengthening democratic 
institutions and the rule of law. The Presi- 
dent appreciated the Prime Minister’s reiter- 
ation of her commitment to strengthening 
democracy and democratic institutions and 
the expression of her determination to fur- 
ther encourage efforts for independent elec- 
tion monitoring, particularly for national 
elections under a caretaker government. 

The President expressed satisfaction and 
appreciation for Bangladesh’s role in fos- 
tering international peace and cooperation, 
as well as the Prime Minister’s efforts to re- 
duce tensions in the South Asian region. The 
two leaders agreed it is essential for the 
United States and Bangladesh to coordinate 
positions on major issues that come before 
the United Nations Security Council and 
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other international fora. Regarding the Mid- 
dle East, the two leaders lauded the call, 
made at Sharm el-Sheikh, for an end to vio- 
lence and resumed efforts toward peace. The 
President also praised Bangladesh’s signifi- 
cant commitment to international peace- 
keeping. The Prime Minister assured the 
President that Bangladesh will maintain this 
commitment and will actively support a 
United Nations Scale of Assessment reform 
that will place that organization on a solid 
financial footing. The two leaders discussed 
their mutual interest in promoting greater 
cooperation in regional fora, such as the 
South Asian Association for Regional Co- 
operation (SAARC). The President pointed 
to the settlement of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts conflict and the Ganges Water Shar- 
ing Agreement as excellent examples of 
peacemaking and dispute resolution in the 
region. 

The President expressed satisfaction that 
Bangladesh was the first country in South 
Asia to ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty and reaffirmed the American inten- 
tion to work for ratification of the Treaty at 
its earliest possible date. Both leaders wel- 
comed the work of the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty Organization’s Preparatory Orga- 
nization in establishing a seismic auxiliary sta- 
tion in Chittagong. They welcomed the ex- 
tension of our bilateral Peaceful Uses of Nu- 
clear Energy Agreement. The Prime Min- 
ister expressed Bangladesh’s interest in par- 
ticipating in the United States’ program to 
dispose of spent fuel. 

The Prime Minister and President noted 
with satisfaction the significant improvement 
in U.S.-Bangladesh economic relations over 
the last several years, in which continuing de- 
velopment assistance has been accompanied 
by a rapid increase of American investment 
and an increase in bilateral trade. The Presi- 
dent praised the rise of Bangladesh as a part- 
ner in development, a supporter of private/ 
public partnerships, and a participant in the 
world economy. The leaders emphasized the 
positive effect the implementation of inves- 
tor-friendly policies has on attracting foreign 
investment. The Prime Minister and Presi- 
dent welcomed progress on the conclusion 
of negotiations on gas production and explo- 
ration in east-central Bangladesh. Given the 





Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Oct. 19 


important role that natural gas can play in 
Bangladesh’s development, the two leaders 
applauded the work of Petrobangla and the 
United States Geological Survey in esti- 
mating Bangladesh’s gas resources. The 
Prime Minister stated that these resources 
will be used to accelerate Bangladesh’s eco- 
nomic development and improve the lives of 
its people. 

The Prime Minister stressed that the gar- 
ment sector has been an engine of growth 
in Bangladesh, providing employment to 
nearly two million women. Considering the 
importance of the textile sector in the econ- 
omy of Bangladesh, the Prime Minister asked 
the President to provide more preferential 
access to Bangladeshi exports to the United 
States. 

The two leaders shared their common 
commitment to continuing liberalization of 
international trade within the context of the 
World Trade Organization. Noting that the 
efficiency of Bangladesh’s port facilities is a 
critical factor in enhancing Bangladesh’s op- 
portunities in world trade, the two leaders 
welcomed progress in negotiations for build- 
ing a new container port terminal and ex- 
pressed the hope that an agreement could 
be signed at an early date. 

The two leaders discussed Bangladesh’s 
potential in the field of information tech- 
nology and the President invited Bangladesh 
to partici ate as a partner country in the 
Internet for Economic Development (IED) 
Initiative. They pledged to work for the early 
conclusion of a tax treaty between Ban- 
gladesh and the United States. Finally, the 
two leaders agreed to take steps to liberalize 
air services. 

The President voiced his strong support 
for actions already underway in Bangladesh 
to improve the lives of the working poor, es- 
pecially women. The Prime Minister and 
President expressed their joint commitment 
to promote internationally ——— labor 
rights and improve working conditions. They 
noted with satisfaction the work of the Inter- 
national Labor Organization in Bangladesh, 
supported by the United States Department 
of Labor. They recognized the pioneering 
role played by Bangladesh in efforts to elimi- 
nate child labor in the garment industry. 


They agreed on the global need to fight child 
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labor and trafficking in women and children 
and expressed confidence in new inter- 
national and United States programs that will 
address this issue in South Asia. The Presi- 
dent applauded the Prime Minister’s com- 
mitment to conclude the process of ratifica- 
tion of ILO convention 182 this year. The 
President encouraged the Prime Minister to 
establish internationally-recognized labor 
rights in its export processing zones, and af- 
firmed the American commitment to assist 
in this process. 

The United States and Bangladesh agreed 
to cooperate closely in the fight against inter- 
national crime, narcotics trafficking and ter- 
rorism. The two leaders agreed to build on 
law enforcement cooperation with further 
training and consultation, particularly in 
combating crimes of violence against women. 
They recognized the need for improvements 
in Bangladesh’s police force and prisons and 
agreed to explore ways in which police pro- 
fessionalism and prison conditions could be 
improved. 

The President and Prime Minister noted 
with satisfaction that progress has been made 
toward the negotiation of an extradition trea- 
ty and agreed to facilitate an early conclusion 
of work on it. 

On the environment, the leaders welcome 
the establishment of a Tropical Forest Con- 
servation Fund, the first of its kind in the 
world, to enable bilateral debt relief to be 
used to preserve unique ecosystems and pro- 
tect the global environment. 

They welcomed the signing of an agree- 
ment to enable Bangladesh to participate in 
the Global Learning and Observations to 
Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) initia- 
tive. 

They welcomed the Clean Energy Agree- 
ment signed by representatives of the two 
governments. 

The two leaders expressed concern at the 
serious danger posed by arsenic contamina- 
tion to the people of Bangladesh and noted 
the United States Geological Survey's work 
on the arsenic groundwater problem in Ban- 
gladesh, and the grants of the Trade and De- 
velopment Agency and the National Science 
Foundation to conduct research in this area. 
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The two leaders encouraged cooperation 
between Bangladesh business people and in- 
vestors and their American counterparts. The 
leaders remarked on the success of the newly 
reestablished Peace Corps program in Ban- 
gladesh and agreed to explore how this pro- 
gram could be expanded. The Prime Min- 
ister noted the interest of Bangladesh stu- 
dents in expanding opportunities for higher 
education in the United States. The Prime 
Minister and the President paid tribute to 
the contributions of Bangladesh immigrants 
to the United States in improving our com- 
mercial ties and cultural exchanges. Ban- 
gladesh traditions, heritage, and talents are 
a rich contribution to American life, further 
enhancing the growing relationship between 
our two societies. 


Note: An _ original was not available for 


verification of the content of this joint statement 


Notice—Continuation of Emergency 


With Respect to Significant Narcotics 
Traffickers Centered in Colombia 


October 19, 2000 


On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order 
12978, I declared a national emergency to 
deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States con- 
stituted by the actions of significant narcotics 
traffickers centered in Colombia, and the un- 
paralleled violence, corruption, and harm 
they cause in the United States and abroad. 
The order blocks all property and interests 
in property of foreign persons listed in an 
Annex to the order, as well as persons deter- 
mined to play a significant role in inter- 
national narcotics trafficking centered in Co- 
lombia, to materially assist in, or provide fi- 
nancial or technological support for or goods 
or services in support of, narcotics trafficking 
activities of persons designated in or pursu- 
ant to the order, or to be owned or controlled 
by, or to act for or on behalf of, persons des- 
ignated in or pursuant to the order. The 
order also prohibits any transaction or deal- 
ing by United States persons or within the 
United States in such property or interests 
in property. Because the activities of signifi- 


Oct. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 


cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom- 
bia continue to threaten the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States and to cause unparalleled violence, 
corruption, and harm in the United States 
and abroad, the national emergency declared 
on October 21, 1995, and the measures 
adopted pursuant thereto to deal with that 
emergency, must continue in effect beyond 
October 21, 2000. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con- 
tinuing the national emergency for 1 year 
with respect to significant narcotics traf- 
fickers centered in Colombia. This notice 
shall be published in the FEDERAL REG- 
ISTER and transmitted to the Congress. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 19, 2000 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:30 p.m., October 19, 2000] 


NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 20. 


Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Narcotics Traffickers Centered in 
Colombia 


October 19, 2000 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to signifi- 
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom- 
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond 
October 21, 2000. 
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The circumstances that led to the declara- 
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer- 
gency have not been resolved. The actions 
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in 
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States and to cause unparallele sd violence, 
corruption, and harm in the United States 
and aaah For these reasons, I have deter- 
mined that it is necessary to maintain eco- 
nomic pressures on significant narcotics traf- 
fickers centered in Colombia by blocking 
their property subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States and by depriving them of 
access to the United States market and finan- 
cial system. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
October 19, 2000. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on a Resolution on 
Armenian Genocide 


October 19, 2000 


Dear Speaker Hastert: 

I am writing to you to express my deep 
concern about H. Res. 596, dealing with the 
tragic events in eastern Anatolia under Otto- 
man rule in the years 1915-1923. 

Every year on April 24, I have commemo- 
rated Armenian Remembrance Day, mourn- 
ing the deportations and massacres of inno- 
cent Armenians during that era. And every 
year, I have challenged all Americans to re- 
commit themselves to ensuring that such 
horrors never occur again. 

However, I am deeply concerned that con- 
sideration of H. Res. 596 at this time could 
have far-reaching negative consequences for 
the United States. We have significant inter- 
ests in this troubled region of the world: con- 
taining the threat posed by Saddam Hussein; 
working for peace and stability in the Middle 
East and Central Asia; stabilizing the Bal- 
kans; and developing new sources of energy. 
Consideration of the resolution at this sen- 
sitive time will not only negatively affect 
those interests, but could undermine efforts 


to encourage improved relations between Ar- 
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menia and Turkey—the very goal the Resolu- 
tion’s sponsors seek to advance. 

We fully understand how strongly both 
Turkey and Armenia feel about this issue. U]- 
timately, this painful matter can only be re- 
solved by both sides examining the past to- 
gether. 

I urge you in the strongest terms not to 
bring this Resolution to the floor at this time. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


Note: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 


Remarks at a Reception for Hillary 
Clinton in East Norwalk, 
Connecticut 


October 19, 2000 


Well, thank you, Rick, and thank you, 
Bruce. I’m so glad this worked out tonight. 
This poor man would have had a heart attack. 
[Laughter] If I were still in Egypt, it would 
be the end of our relationship. [Laughter] 
And thank you for opening this magnificent 
home to us. I only wish I could see it in the 
daytime with all the lights shining in all the 
windows. 

I thank you all for coming tonight. Several 
of you commented on the rather unusual 
schedule I’ve had the last 5 days. And I’m 
still standing. [Laughter] I suppose I should 
be more careful about what I’m saying, be- 
cause I probably won’t remember it. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Let me say, first of all, I’m really grateful 
for your support for Hillary, and I’m de- 
lighted that I could come tonight. She’s in 
New York with Al Gore tonight, and you got 
me. I suppose I’m now the consolation prize. 
[Laughter] I’m actually having the best time 
of my life. This is the first time in 26 years, 
in an election year, I have not been on the 
ballot for something, somewhere. Most days, 
I’m okay about it. [Laughter] I’m having a 
wonderful time going ovt across America, 
helping candidates for the Senate and the 
House, and helping Al and Connecticut’s 
own Joe Lieberman and, especially, Hillary. 
And in a way, I feel freer to say maybe what 
is on my mind than I might if I were, myself, 
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a candidate. 
remarks. 

First of all, this is an election that we ought 
to be enjoying. I think we ought to be enjoy- 
ing it as a people maybe a little more than 
we are now, because the country is in such 
good shape economically and socially, with- 
out any immediate crisis at home, that we're 
actually in a position to have an old-fashioned 
citizens election, where we debate where we 
are, where we ought to go, and what we 
should be doing to build the future of our 
dreams for our children. And the American 
people should feel good about that. 

Le - ction has been remarkably free of 
kind of intensely personal recriminations. 
There’s rer a little bit of it, and any of it 
is a little too much for me. But really you 
- ave two very clear choices for President and 

Vice President, for the Senate race in New 
York, and basically throughout the country. 
And so what I thought I'd do tonight is just 
make a few remarks about that. 

I've done everything I know to do over 
the last, as you pointed out, 7 years and 9 
months—I’ve got something like 93 days to 
go—|laughter|—everything I knew to do to 
turn the country around, pull the country to- 
gether, and move us forward. And I feel very 
strongly that these elections should be 
viewed as hiring decisions, and you're pri- 
marily hiring people to make decisions. 

Every time somebody comes to see me, 
say a young person saying, “ I want to run 
for this, that, or the other office,” and they 
ask me should they do it. I say, “Well, you've 
got to be able to answer three questions. 
One, are you prepared to lose? Can you stand 
it? I’ve done it twice. It’s way overrated. 
[Laughter] But it’s important. Two, are you 
prepared to do what it takes to win? And 
three, do you have a reason for running that’s 
bigger than the fact that you'd like the job? 
Because people are hiring you to make deci- 
sions. 

And one of the things—I get frustrated 
when I watch these Presidential debates— 
they're really not debates. They're actually 
joint press conferences in which maybe you 
get a chance to clarify your difference, but 
usually you don’t. And what the voters need 
to know is what do these people have in com- 
mon, where do they differ, and what are the 


But I just want to make a few 


Oct. 19 / Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 


consequences to me, my family, and our 
country? That's really what you ought to be 
thinking about. 

So I would just start by saying that the 
question in every election is not—in this year 
and in this century, certainly for the next 20 
years, I think, will be not whether we're 
going to change, but how are we going to 
change? There is no status quo candidate in 
this election, not for President and not for 
any other position, because the nation and 
the world are changing at breathtaking 
speeds. A lot of you have been a part of that 
change, which is why you can afford to be 
here tonight. [Laughter] But it’s very impor- 
tant to focus on that. The issue is not whether 
we're going to change; it is how we're going 
to change. 

I think it’s quite important that we keep 
this economic expansion going, that we mini- 
mize any problems that come along in the 
future, and that we break our backs to try 
to expand economic opportunity to the peo- 
ple and places that have been left behind. 
You might know, but the poorest parts of 
America are still the Native American res- 
ervations. It may be hard to imagine in Con- 
necticut, where the biggest casino in the 
world belongs to an Indian tribe. But in 1994, 
I brought all the Indian chiefs in the coun- 
try—I invited them all, and most of them 
came—to the White House for the first time 
since the 1820's. And we had people who 
flew down on their own airplanes, and we 
had other people where they had to pass the 
hat on the reservation to get up enough 
money to afford the plane ticket. 

So I think it’s quite important that we 
think about how we can keep expanding the 
circle of business owners and consumers to 
keep this going. But several of you men- 
tioned—at least three of you mentioned, 
going through the line, that you were friends 
with Bob Rubin. So I'll just start with that. 

People ask me all the time—I go around 
the country—they say, “What did you really 
do to change the economic policy? What new 
idea did you and Bob Rubin and Lloyd Bent- 
sen, that whole crowd, bring to Wash- 
ington?” And I always have a one-word an- 
swer: “Arithmetic.” We brought arithmetic 
to Washington, DC. [Laughter] Now, that 
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may seem laughable to you, but that’s a big 
issue in this election. 

And I don’t really think the debate has 
been formed as I think it should be in peo- 
ple’s minds. The question is not—it’s partly 
who should get a tax cut. But the real issue, 
from my point of view, since I want to keep 
the economy going, is how big a one can you 
afford? So it is true that the Republican Party 
tax cut is about 3 times the size of the Demo- 
cratic tax cut. And because the Democratic 
Party tax cut is only one-third as big as the 
Republicans’, it has to be tilted a little more 
toward people at incomes $100,000 a year 
and down. 

But why is that important? Why is arith- 
metic important? Because if you spend a tril- 
lion and a half-plus on a tax cut and a trillion 
dollars on partially privatizing Social Security 
and several hundred billion dollars keeping 
your spending cuts, you’re back in deficits. 
And once you get back to deficits—we tried 
that—you get higher interest rates and lower 
economic growth. The real reason that suc- 
cessful people who want a successful econ- 
omy should support our approach is that, if 
you keep paying down the debt, you'll keep 
interest rates lower. 

And I had the Council of Economic Advis- 
ers do an analysis for me that said that the 
difference in the two economic plans could 
be a percent a year for a decade. That is 
$390 billion in lower home mortgages, $30 
billion in lower car payments, $15 billion in 
lower college loan payments, way lower busi- 
ness loans, which means more investment, 
more jobs, and a better stock market. It’s 
arithmetic. 

There is something else, I think, that’s not 
become clear in these debates that I'd like 
to emphasize, because—this is something 
Hillary feels very strongly about. Most people 
don’t know it, but the third biggest item in 
the Federal budget is interest on the debt. 
There is Social Security, defense, interest on 
the debt. If you pay the debt down, you evap- 
orate the third biggest item in the budget, 
12 cents on the dollar. When I became Presi- 
dent, it was almost 14 cents on the dollar, 
headed to over 15. But we're paying the debt 
down now. 

So if you pay it down and 12 cents of every 
dollar you pay in taxes goes away, then you 
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have more for education; you have more for 
health care; and eventually you have more 
for tax cuts; and Government is a smaller 
share of the economic pie under our ap- 
proach than it is under theirs. This is very 
important. But people have to make up their 
minds whether they agree with this with or 
not. All I can tell you is, you got 8 years of 
a test here, and you had 12 years of a test 
the other way, and I think our way works 
better. So I think we should keep changing 
that way. That’s a clear decision people need 
to have. 

The same thing is true on health care, on 
education, on environmental policy. Let me 
just say that this is important to me. They 
say there are never any votes in the national 
election on it, but I think that it’s very impor- 
tant that America have a good environmental 
policy, and I believe it will become more im- 
portant in the years ahead as the global econ- 
omy grows ever more intertwined and our 
resources are shared. 

We have proved that you can have cleaner 
air, cleaner water, safer food, 90 percent of 
our kids immunized for the first time in his- 
tory, set aside more land than any administra- 
tion since that of Theodore Roosevelt, and 
grow the economy—big decision in this elec- 
tion. Because they say our clean air rules are 
too tight for a good economy. They say they 
want to repeal my order setting aside 40 mil- 
lion acres of roadless lands in the national 
forests, which the Audubon Society says is 
the most significant conservation move in 40 
years. [Applause] I want you to clap for that. 
I want you to understand there is a decision 
here, and the decision you make will have 
consequences, and you have to decide how 
important it is. 

We just had another test last week that 
proves that the 1990’s were the warmest dec- 
ade in a thousand years. A test on a polar 
ice cap proved that the 1990's were the 
warmest decade in a thousand years. Now, 
we have on-the-shelf technology today avail- 
able that pays out in 2 years or less, which 
would enable us to grow the economy even 
more rapidly and reduce our contribution to 
global warming. Al Gore understands this. 
Hillary is committed to it. You’ve got to make 
a decision. If you think it’s important, you 
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can’t pretend that this election doesn’t have 
anything to do with that. It’s a big, big issue. 

If you drilled in the Arctic National Wild- 
life Refuge, something that we don’t support, 
it would only be a few months’ worth of oil 
for the American people. If, instead, you fig- 
ure out how to get fuel injection engines, you 
get more mix fuel engines—or we're very 
close to cracking the chemical barrier to 
biofuels. Let me say what that is in plain lan- 
guage. 

If you take farmers’ crops and you make 
ethanol, it takes 7 gallons a slat to make 
8 gallons of ethanol. That’s why it doesn’t 
work out very well now. But we have chem- 
ists in the labs, funded by your tax dollars, 
today, that are very close to figuring out how 
to crack the chemical resistance just like 
when we turned crude oil into gasoline. Once 
you break the resistance, you'll be able to 


make with 1 gallon of gasoline, 8 gallons of 
biofuel. And it won't just have to be corn. 
It could be grass. It could be anything. Then 
we'll all be petting 500 miles to the gallon, 


in effect, and everything will be changed. 

Now, there’s a big difference here be- 
tween the way we approach this. You have 
to decide. But you cannot assume that there 
are no consequences. 

Same thing in education. I think it’s very 
good to listen to these debates and know that 
both sides favor accountability. But you 
should know—I mean, Hillary has been 
working seriously on education for over 20 
years now. And the thing I want to tell you, 
the good news is we now know something 
we didn’t know when Hillary and I started 
this over 20 years ago. You can turn failing 
schools around. I was in a school in Harlem 
the other day where—listen to this—2 years 
ago—2 years ago, 80 percent of the children 
were doing math ge English below grade 
level; by any standard, a failing school. Two 
years later, ercent of the children are 
doing math yee English at or above grade 
level. We know how to do this. 

So our strategy is: Identify the failing 
schools, have high standards, and if they 
don’t turn around, shut them down or put 
them under new management. It's not com- 
plicated. But we believe that if you're going 
to expect high standards, you ought to help 


fund more teachers in the schools, you ought 
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to help fund modern school buildings; you 
ought to have after-school programs and 
summer school programs and pre-school pro- 
grams for the kids who need it—big dif- 
ference. It’s one thing to say you're going 
to hold somebody accountable and another 
one to give them the tools to meet the ac- 
countability standard. 

And the last thing I'd like to say—I'll say 
a little bit about foreign policy, because you 
asked me to and because it’s why I haven't 
had any sleep in 5 days. [Laughter] But be- 
fore I get into that, I want to say that there 
is one other thing I've tried to do. I have 
tried as hard as I could to get the American 
people to reconcile with each other across 
all this incredible diversity we have. This is 
the most racially and religiously diverse soci- 
ety we have ever had, pe it is growing more 
so every day. 

And I have tried to get people to say, “Hey, 
this is a good thing for us in a global econ- 
omy. We should be glad that we're more di- 
verse. We should relish and be proud of our 
differences. But we can only fa that if we 
understand our common humanity is more 
important.” That’s the problem in the Middle 
East today. It’s why we still haven't finished 
the Irish peace process. It’s why they have 
tribal wars in Africa. You just think about it. 
Everywhere people think their differences 
are more important than their common hu- 
manity, eventually trouble ensues and griev- 
ances get piled high. And as we've seen in 
the Middle East, it’s easy to have 7 years of 
hard work chucked out the door in no time. 

So that’s why I’ve worked for a hate crimes 
bill and the employment nondiscrimination 
act and why I want stronger enforcement of 
the equal pay for women ate and why we’ve 
tried to have the most diverse administration 
in history. And that again is a very important 
issue in this election. You've just got to de- 
cide how important you think that is. I think 
it is real important. 

If somebody would only give me one wish 
for America on my way out the door, I would 
not wish—if I only had one—for continuing 
prosperity. I would wish for us to find some 
way to be one America, across all the lines 
that divide us, because, hey, you’re smart and 
so is everybody else who lives in this country; 
you'll figure out how to deal with all the rest. 
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But if you can’t bring diverse people together 
in unity, then the rest of it eventually will 
fall to people’ s blindness. 

So that’s what I wanted to say. I’m glad 
for the good things that have happened in 
this country. I’m grateful that we've been 
able to be a force for peace and freedom 
throughout the world. I think I was right 
about the trade issue, and I appreciated you 
mentioning that, and I wish I had persuaded 
more people in my party I was right, but time 
is on our side there. 

But what you have to understand is, Amer- 
ica’s public life is always about tomorrow. 
That’s why we're still around here after over 
225 years. We are always about tomorrow. 
We're always a country that is becoming, al- 
ways in the process of being something big- 
ger and better and different, because we're 
rooted in some values that stand the test of 
time. That’s what this election is about. 

Now, the seat that my wife is running for 
was held by Robert Kennedy and Daniel Pat- 
rick Moynihan, people that were important 
to New York pad ester to America, peo- 
ple that had good minds and caring hearts. 
I must say, of all the crazy things people have 
said in this election, the only one that has 
really kind of steamed me is when somebody 
says, “Well, she wouldn’t be doing this if she 
weren't First Lady.” I can tell you that for 
30 years all she ever did was work for other 
people, other causes, other candidates, other 
things she believed in. And the truth is, if 
she hadn’t come home and married me 25 
years ago, she would have done this 15 years 
ago, herself. That’s the real truth. 

I have had the great honor of knowing 
hundreds of people in public life. One thing 
I'd like to say about that is that most of 
them—Republicans and Democrats alike, 
conservatives and liberals alike—were much 
more honest, much more hardworking, and 
much more likely to do what they believed 
is right than you ‘would believe if all you did 
was read the press accounts. Most people do 
what they think is right. That’s why I urge 
the Democrats in this election to just posit 
that from Governor Bush on down, the Re- 
publicans are good people who love their 
families and love their country, and we just 
have different views here. So people can get 
all of the cobwebs out of their head and think 


about how this election was going to affect 
them. 

Al Gore would be a good President be- 
cause he makes good decisions. I saw that 
again in these 2 days when we were huddling 
over the Middle East crisis. He makes good 
decisions. You hire people to make decisions. 

In the Senate you need somebody who can 
work with other people and bring order out 
of chaos and set priorities, because you don’t 
have the whole, sort of, power of the Federal 
Government working for you. You have to 
have somebody who can really think and who 
really cares about the right things and then 
can get things done. 

I have personally never known anybody, 
ever, in all my years in public life—and I’ve 
known several Presidents; I’ve known scores 
of Cabinet members; I’ve known a couple 
of hundred people who have served in the 
U.S. Senate—I have never known anybody 
who had the same combination of mind and 
heart and knowledge and ability to get things 
done that Hillary does. 

I would be giving this speech today for her 
if we hadn’t spent the last over 25 years to- 
gether. I would do that, because I’m telling 
you, if the people of New York vote for her, 
the ones who didn’t vote for her will wonder 
why they. didn’t within a year. 

So I am grateful to you. I think she’s going 
to win. We can’t let her be outspent too badly 
in the last 2’ weeks. [Laughter] Thanks to 
you, she won't be. And I think on election 
night you'll be very proud that you were here 
tonight. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:37 p.m. at a pri- 
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re- 
ception hosts Richard Stierwalt and Bruce Orosz; 
Republican Presidential nominee Gov. George W. 
Bush; and former Secretaries of the Treasury Rob- 
ert E. Rubin and Lloyd Bentsen. 


Remarks at a Memorial Service for 
Governor Mel Carnahan in Jefferson 
City, Missouri 

October 20, 2000 


Jean, Robin, Tom, Russ, Debra, to all the 
Carnahan family and the extended Carnahan 
family; to the Sifford family; and Governor 
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and Mrs. Wilson; Senator Daschle and Con- 
gressman Gephardt and all the Members of 
Congress who are here and the Governors. 
I think I can speak for Hillary and the Vice 
President and Tipper when I say that we are 
profoundly honored to be here, and we come 
out of respect for the work that Mel 
Carnahan did for the people of Missouri, the 
example he set for the Nation, and the gen- 
uine friendship he showed to us. 

[ loved the guy. And anybody who thinks 
he was dull never looked him straight in the 
eye, because he had steel and passion and 
fire. And I think he rather enjoyed being un- 
derestimated by people who disagreed with 
him. 

hope his fellow citizens of this “Show 
Me” State will be gratified by what is an ab- 
solutely stunning representation here in this 
crowd of his fellow Governors, United States 
Senators, United States Representatives 
from all across this great land. They came 
here because he in some way touched them 
or because he inspired them or because, like 
me, they were just crazy about him. 

He was a leader in the very best way. Yes, 
he was a leader like Harry Truman—he 
spoke the plain truth and thought there was 
no greater calling than public service and 
re sally believed if you appealed to the best 
in pe »ople, most of the time that’s exactly what 
you'd get. 

In a time when it’s fashionable for people 
in public life to sort of complain about the 
difficulties of it, he was frank to say that he 
liked politics and public service. Indeed, he 
loved it. He didn’t understand why some 
people thought it was a sacrifice and a pain. 
For him, it was a calling, a calling to work 
with people, and I saw it personally. 

I don’t know how many times either the 
Vice President or I came to Missouri because 
this was the leading State in the country in 
moving people from welfare to work. He be- 
lieved that the dignity of a job and the ability 
to work and support one’s children was the 
best form of social welfare. And he thought 
we could do it right. And we came here at 
least three times—I did—to try to point the 

way to the rest of the country to look and 
see what was going on here and know we 
could do it all around America. 





I, too, remember those awful floods where 
he led by example, scrambling up levies to 
help bear the burden of sandbagging. When 
his critics warned him not to raise taxes for 
education because he could lose his job, he 
decided Missouri’s kids were worth the risk. 
And those of us who followed him loved him 
even more. 

And when some outside interests tried to 
pass a concealed weapon law in Missouri, he 
really took his career in his hands. Mel and 
Robin and the entire family got a lot of peo- 
ple involved, even got Hillary involved, ev- 
erybody they could scrounge up to help them 
to stand up and turn a tide that, I have to 
confess, | Lan’ t think they could turn. 

For the Carnahans, politics was a noble 
family affair. They have given so much of 
them, each in their own way. And they've 
done it with dignity, grace, and generosity 
of spirit. For all the young people. out here 
wondering whether politics is or is not com- 
patible with a good, loving family, I say, look 
at the Carnahans. You can deal with the 
rough and tumble. If there’s enough love, 
you will endure and flourish. 

Less than a week ago, our friend Mel was 
hard at work in what turned out to be his 
last campaign. I thought when we marched 
behind the casket today and the magnificent 
horse with the boot turned backwards in the 
stirrups, that in a way it was itting that our 
pong Mel died in the saddle with his boots 

1, fighting for the causes he championed 
aa the people of Missouri whom he loved 
so much and served so well. 

We honor that. And we honor the life of 
his son and of Chris Sifford. We honor the 
fact that Randy was always ready to help and 
support his father. We honor the fact that 
Chris was an idealist who gave so much of 
his life to the public service that Mel did. 
We honor the fact that they believed in him, 
and in turn, he made them believe in them- 
selves and their ability to make a difference. 

I like the fact that Mel Carnahan was the 
only politician that I have known who was 
actually not ashamed to say that one of his 
political role models was Adlai Stevenson. It 
didn’t matter to him that Stevenson had holes 
in his shoes, lost the Presidency twice, and 
was considered by most people to be an im- 
practical egghead. The main thing was, 
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Stevenson was an elegant, good man who 
thought politics was a noble endeavor. And 
he said it better than just about anybody ever 
has. 

I will never forget coming to a rally in 
southwest Missouri in early 1992, when Mel 
was involved in a very tough primary for Gov- 
ernor that he wasn’t necessarily favored to 
win, and I was running for President, polling 
a distant fifth in New Hampshire. Only my 
mother thought I could win. But Mel 
Carnahan came to that rally in southwest 
Missouri and came out for me. He had abso- 
lutely nothing to gain by it—nothing. He did 
it just because he thought it was right. And 
for 8 years, he has been my friend | and my 
partner. 

In so many ways, he was a magnificent 
Governor. I suspect only those who have 
worked with him across a wide range of 
issues can know just how good he was. The 
last thing we did here together, Jean, was 
talk about the Patients’ Bill of Rights and to 
eat a little barbecue. Mel made sure we went 
in the kitchen and shook hands with the peo- 
ple there. He never let me forget that just 
because I wasn’t running again, I was still 
a public servant. 

I am grateful—grateful—that I knew Mel 
Carnahan. I am grateful that we had the 
chance to work together. He left us too early, 
but he had a great ride. He had a wonderful 
wife, devoted children, people who believed 
in public service. Robin worked in our ad- 
ministration for a while, and I’m grateful for 
that. And I think we should remember him 
with this admonition of Saint Paul to the Ga- 
latians: “While we have time, let us do good.” 

I spoke the other day to a congregation 
of bishops of the Church of God in Christ, 
and I made the mistake of saying I was glad 
to be with them because, unlike me, they 
weren't term-limited. And the head bishop 
stood up and said, “Mr. President, we are 
all term-limited.” So if he were here—and 
in a way, he is—he would say, “Okay, so I 
had a lot more I wanted to do, but I had 
a good ride. And it’s not so bad being up 
there. The boys are good company, and I’m 
looking down on you. You know what to do. 
While you have time, do good.” 


We'll miss you, Mel. We'll try to take up 
the slack, but we'll not have another one like 
you. God bless you, and Godspeed. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. on the 
South Grounds of the State Capitol. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Governor Carnahan’s 
widow, Jean, and their children Robin, Tom, and 
Russ, and Russ’ wife, Debra; and Governor 
Carnahan’s successor Roger B. Wilson, and his 
wife, Pat. Governor Carnahan died in a plane 
crash south of St. Louis on October 16 while trav- 
eling to a campaign event with his son Roger 
Randy) and his senior adviser, Chris Sifford. 


Statement on Signing the Fourth 
Continuing Resolution for Fiscal 
Year 2001 


October 20, 2000 


Today I am signing a measure that will 
grant Congress still one more in a series of 
extensions it needs to finish its work. Unfor- 
tunately, Congress has shown little urgency 
toward completing its work, even though we 
are now 3 weeks into the new fiscal year, 
and some of our most essential priorities, es- 
pecially in the area of education, have yet 
to be addressed. 

As of today, Congress has failed to make 
a commitment to reducing class size and re- 
pairing our crumbling schools—two prior- 
ities crucial for our Nation’s students. I urge 
Congress to approve our proposed tax credits 
to help local communities with new school 
construction. In addition, Congress should 
invest in accountability to turn around or 
shut down failing schools and open them 
under new management, in improving teach- 
er quality, and in expanding after-school ef- 
forts that help children learn in a safe envi- 
ronment. 

Congress must get to work to address 
these and other key priorities. The measure 
I am signing today ends in 5 days. Congress 
should complete its work by W. ednesday, 
when this stopgap funding measure expires. 
If Congress fails to complete its work by 
then, I will only grant additional extensions 
one day at a time. Congress needs to stay 
in town and complete its business without 
additional delay. 
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Nore: At the time of publication, H.J. Res. 114, 
approved October 20, had not been received by 
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as- 
signment of a public law number 


Statement on General Motors 
Success in Tripling Average Fuel 
Economy 


October 20, 2000 


I congratulate General Motors on the news 
today that its Precept hybrid vehicle has 
achieved fuel economy of 80 miles per gallon. 
This extraordinary achievement is the result 
in part of a Government/industry effort, the 
Partnership for a New Generation of Vehi- 
cles, begun by Vice President Gore in 1994. 
The goal set then in the face of strong skep- 
ticism was to triple average fuel economy. 
This car meets that test. 


Today’s announcement is further evidence 
that the investments in clean energy tech- 
nologies we have made over the last 8 years 


are paying off. The benefits of these invest- 
ments include not only improved gas mileage 
and a cleaner environment but also reduced 
dependence on foreign oil. These tech- 
nologies are a cornerstone of this administra- 
tion’s effective and forward-looking energy 
and environmental policy. 

Indeed, while America’s gross domestic 
product has grown by more than 20 percent 
over the last 5 years, energy usage has in- 
creased by less than 8 percent. This trend 
of reduced energy intensity in our economy 
is critical to ensuring a healthy environment 
and strong, sustainable economic growth. 

But we must do more. Unfortunately, 
Congress has refused to act on our package 
of consumer tax credits—including credits of 
up to $4,000 for consumers to purchase the 
next generation of fuel-efficient vehicles. At 
a time that America’s business leaders are 
making headlines every day with new invest- 
ments in clean energy technologies, it is time 
that Congress joins us in these important ef- 
forts to strengthen America’s energy security. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue 





October 14 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Denver, CO, and in the afternoon, he trav- 
eled to Seattle, WA. In the evening, he re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 


October 15 
In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Sharm al-Sheikh, Egypt, arriving October 16. 


October 16 

In the morning, the President met with 
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt in the 
Sinai Suite at the Jolie Ville Golf Resort. 
Later, he met separately with Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak of Israel, Chairman Yasser 
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority, King 
Abdullah II of Jordan, and U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan in the Noweiba Suite 
at the resort. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Peggy Goldwater-Clay to be a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence 
in Education Foundation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bill Duke to be a member of the 
National Council on the Humanities. 

The President announced his intention to 
reappoint Frances M. Visco as a member of 
the President’s Cancer Panel. 


October 17 

In the morning, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President declared a disaster in 
Michigan and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding on 
September 10-11. 
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October 18 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Norfolk, VA, where he met with injured sail- 
ors and families of sailors killed or injured 
in the October 12 attack on the U.S.S. Cole. 
Later, he traveled to Manassas, VA, and in 
the evening, he returned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced the nomination 
of Dennis P. Walsh to be a member of the 
National Labor Relations Board. 

The President announced the nomination 
of Tom C. Korologos and Robert M. 
Ledbetter, Jr., to be members of the Broad- 
casting Board of Governors. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Craig Jarolimek as a member of the 
Advisory Committee for Trade Policy and 
Negotiations. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Fred P. DuVal to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Foundation. 


October 19 

In the morning, the President met with 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh 
in the Oval Office. In an afternoon ceremony 
in the Oval Office, the President received 
diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors 
Mohamed Said Ould Hamody of Mauritania, 
Michael Kergin of Canada, and Hatem 
Atallah of Tunisia. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
East Norwalk, CT. En route aboard Air 
Force One, he had a telephone conversation 
with Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales- 
tinian Authority. Upon his arrival, he had a 
telephone conversation with Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak of Israel from a private resi- 
dence. Later, he returned to Washington, 
DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Howard K. Koh as a member of the 
National Cancer Advisory Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lois N. Epstein to be a member 
of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investiga- 
tion Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Claude A. Allen to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the African De- 
velopment Foundation. 
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The President announced his intention to 
appoint David Bresler, Veronica Gutierrez, 
Linnea Larson, Xiao Ming Tian, and Donald 
Warren as members of the White House 
Commission on Complementary and Alter- 
native Medicine Policy. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Willie Grace Campbell to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Af- 
rican Development Foundation. 


October 20 

In the morning, the President and Hillary 
Clinton traveled to Jefferson City, MO. In 
the afternoon, the President traveled to Bos- 
ton, MA. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Submitted October 17 


Edward Correia, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring 
September 17, 2002, vice Michael B. 
Unhjem, term expired. 


Tom C. Korologos, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Broad- 
casting Board of Governors for a term expir- 
ing August 13, 2001 (reappointment). 


Robert M. Ledbetter, Jr., 

of Mississippi, to be a member of the Broad- 
casting Board of Governors for a term expir- 
ing August 13, 2003, vice Bette Bao Lord, 
term expired. 


Mark J. Mazur, 

of Maryland, to be Administrator of the En- 
ergy Information Administration, Depart- 
ment of Energy, vice Jay E. Hakes, resigned. 


Dennis P. Walsh, 
of Maryland, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years 
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expiring December 16, 2004, vice Sarah 
McCracken Fox. 


James Lynwood Younger, Jr., 

of Virginia, to be U.S. Marshal for the East- 
ern District of Virginia for the term of 4 
years, vice John William Marshall, resigned. 


Withdrawn October 17 


Sarah McCracken Fox, 

of New York, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years 
expiring December 16, 2004, to which posi- 
tion she was appointed during the recess of 
the Senate from November 19, 1999, to Jan- 
uary 24, 2000, which was sent to the Senate 
on March 2, 2000. 


Submitted October 19 


Claude A. Allen, 

of Virginia, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the African Development 
Foundation for a term expiring September 
22, 2005, vice Marion M. Dawson, term ex- 
pired. 


Willie Grace Campbell, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the African Development 
Foundation for a term expiring September 
22, 2005 (reappointment). 


Fred P. DuVal, 

of Arizona, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda- 
tion for a term expiring October 6, 2002, vice 
Ann Brownell Sloane, term expired. 


Marca Bristo, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Council on Disability for a term expiring 
September 17, 2001 (reappointment). 


Allen E. Carrier, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Institute of 
American Indian and Alaska Native Culture 
and Arts Development for a term expiring 
May 19, 2004, vice Duane H. King, term ex- 
pired. 


Bill Duke, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the National Council on the Humanities 
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for a term expiring January 26, 2006, vice 
Charles Patrick Henry, term expired. 


Gregory M. Frazier, 

of Kansas, to be Chief Agricultural Nego- 
tiator, Office of the United States Trade Rep- 
resentative, with the rank of Ambassador 
(new position). 


Peggy Goldwater-Clay, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Barry Goldwater Scholar- 
ship and Excellence in Education Founda- 
tion for a term expiring June 5, 2006 (re- 
appointment). 


Hans Mark, 

of Texas, to be Assistant to the Secretary of 
Defense for Nuclear and Chemical and Bio- 
logical Defense Programs, vice Harold P. 
Smith, Jr., resigned. 


Norman A. Wulf, 

of Virginia, to be an Alternate Representative 
of the United States of America to the 44th 
Session of the General Conference of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 





Released October 16 


Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant 
Press Secretary for Foreign Affairs P.J. 
Crowley on the Middle East Summit in 
Sharm al-Sheikh 





Administration of William ]. Clinton, 2000 
Released October 17 


Advance text of remarks by Chief of Staff 
John Podesta on budget and education at the 
National Press Club 


Released October 18 


Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
Independent Counsel’s report on the Travel 
Office matter 


Statement by the Vice President on the 
U.S.S. Cole 
Released October 19 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Jake Siewert 


Advance text of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Samuel Berger on “A Foreign Policy 
for the Global Age” at Georgetown Univer- 
sity 


Released October 20 


Statement by the Vice President on the Ever- 
glades restoration 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 17 


H.R. 1143 / Public Law 106-309 
Microenterprise for Self-Reliance and Inter- 
national Anti-Corruption Act of 2000 


H.R. 4365 / Public Law 106-310 
Children’s Health Act of 2000 


H.R. 5362 / Public Law 106-311 

To increase the amount of fees charged to 
employers who are petitioners for the em- 
ployment of H-1B non-immigrant workers, 
and for other purposes 


S.1198 / Public Law 106-312 
Truth in Regulating Act of 2000 


S. 2045 / Public Law 106-313 

To amend the Immigration and Nationality 
Act with respect to H-1B nonimmigrant 
aliens 


§. 2272 / Public Law 106-314 
Strengthening Abuse and Neglect Courts Act 
of 2000 
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